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FOREWORD 


The Woman’s Missionary Union has always been inter- 
ested in enlisting young people in the work of the kingdom 
of God, this is its fourth chief aim. This book has been writ- 
ten to provide a study of young people and the plans for their 
missionary education. State young people’s secretaries and 
mission study chairmen, with a select group of counselors, 
have read the manuscript and offered wise suggestions and 
valuable material for its pages. Together we hope that it 
will receive wide study and be most helpful in the further 
development of our W.M.U. young people’s work. We 
release it with the prayer that it will call mothers and all 
W.M.U. members to a new appreciation of the need for and 
worth of the work of the graded missionary education organi- 
zations, as follows: 


Sunbeam Bands—4-9 years of age. 
Girls’ Auxiliaries 
Junior—9-13 years of age. 
Intermediate—13-16 years of age. 


Royal Ambassador Chapters 
Junior—9-13 years of age. 
Intermediate—13 years of age and up 


Young Woman’s Auxiliaries—Unmarried Young Women— 
16-25 years of age in churches. 

in hospitals (Grace McBride Y.W.A.’s). 

in colleges (Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A.’s). 


The author expresses appreciation to the state leaders and 
others for their collaboration, to the many whose wise words 
are quoted or referred to with or without specific source, 


to Mrs. Robert Bain for her skilful typing, and to the Sun- 
day School Board for its work of publication. May the 
Heavenly Father use this book as an agency in the further 
promotion of his kingdom. 

JULIETTE MATHER 
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FIRST INTERLUDE 


The group of women were lingering over teacups at the 
W.M.S. meeting, talking about their children, after the cus- 
tom of mothers. 

“Dorothy wasn’t at all interested in spiritual matters until 
after she studied the life of Lottie Moon in her G.A. Now 
she uses the Pray Day by Day Calendar in World Comrades 
regularly. I see it with her Bible on her table, and often she 
asks me about some missionary on that missionary’s day. 
Missionary education helps children pray, I’m sure.” 

“They need it. William will hardly close his eyes and wait 
for the blessing to be asked. It seems foolish, empty cere- 
mony to him,” commented another. 

“Jack was like that until he began to see in R.A. how 
Christian homes were seen to be different from others in far 
lands by their habits of saying grace. Children expect to 
see results of their praying, and when they ask and don’t 
receive at once that discourages them,” said Mrs. Upton. 

“Yes, and they easily develop a routine, saying the same 
thing night after night, rather thoughtlessly. At least mine 
do,” added Mrs. Bord. 

“Susan did until Sunbeams gave her a missionary person- 
ality and now she thinks and prays seriously about their mis- 
sionary,” suggested Mrs. Camp. 

“Another difficulty is not having a separate room for each 
child. Jean and Jane would be self-conscious before each 
other; I’ve noticed them try to pray without being notice- 
ably in a prayer attitude. What to do I do not know, do 
you?” Mrs. Donell was clearly troubled. 

“I’m glad Dorothy reads her Bible. I wish Helen would. 
She never does, I’m sure. Would missionary education help 
her to appreciate it?” 

So they talked about common problems in the spiritual 
development of young people today, and finally found that 
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membership in missionary education organizations proved a 
blessed impetus to growing, seeking hearts. 
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CHAPTER I 


THE PATHWAY OF PRAYER AND 
BIBLE STUDY 


When William Carey went out courageously to India, it 
seemed to his friends as if he said, “I will go down into the 
darkness of heathenism but remember you must hold the 
ropes.” Since 1792 missionary hearts have cherished the rope- 
holding idea as an expression of the dire need of missionaries 
for the sustaining prayers of the Christians who stay at home. 
In missionary addresses, pleading for loyalty in sharing the 
overladen missionaries’ burden, speakers have urged that the 
stay-at-homes pray. Too often the conclusion has been that 
praying avails out there on the mission field only, while one 
overlooks the reflex value of praying in the development of 
the pray-er. In the deepened prayer interest of one who faith- 
fully and intelligently prays for the advance of the kingdom 
of God there is evidence that praying is like the quality of 
mercy, not strained, twice-blessed; it enriches him who 
intercedes and him for whom petition is made. 


J. ENCOURAGEMENTS TO Pray 


Particularly is this true of youth facing life with habits 
unformed, with hesitant doubts scarcely recognized as ques- 
tion marks, with a little faith ready to be increased by exer- 
cise or dwarfed and deadened by lack of use. Sermons are 
preached on the practice of prayer; habits of prayer are 
advised and encouraged in exhortation. Actual incidents 
of answered prayer, however, will surpass the efficacy of 
sermon and talk in producing people who pray. 

David Livingstone in Africa reached the junction of the 
Loangwa and Zambezi Rivers and an irate native chief 
threatened his life. He could cross at night in secrecy and 
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escape in comparative safety, or wait with expectation of 
attack on the following day. His only recourse was prayer 
for wisdom, for guidance in his procedure. He prayed. He 
opened God’s Word and read again Christ’s directing com- 
mission. Quietly he closed the well-worn book. “It is the 
word of a gentleman of the most sacred honor. I will not 
cross furtively by night. It will appear as flight; should 
such a man as I flee? Nay, verily, I shall take observations 
for latitude and longitude tonight, though they may be my 
last.” And he did. Morning came. Forward, unarmed, 
moved the bearers, the animals, last of all Livingstone; the 
angry chief and his followers stood with poisoned spears in 
hand, ready to strike. ‘I wish you peace,” Livingstone said 
when his turn came to enter the canoe and cross the river. 
No spear was thrown. Prayer was answered. Many an R.A. 
boy’s mind clicks to a resolution to pray as he reads the 
story in Livingstone the Pathfinder. 


To talk with God no breath is lost: 
Talk on! 
To walk with God no strength is lost: 
Walk on! 
To toil with God no time is lost: 
Toil on. 
Little is much, if God is in it; 
Man’s busiest day not worth God’s minute. 
Much is little everywhere 
If God the business doth not share. 
So, work with God—then nothing’s lost; 
Who works with Him does best and most. 
Op ENGLIsH VERSE 


Other examples crowd the intelligent missionary mind as 
proof of the truth expressed in this bit of verse from Old 
England. Some are historic with the weight of years passed 
since they occurred. After an outpouring of God’s grace 
in Africa, Mary Moffat wrote: “The Spirit of God has com- 
menced his operations and he will surely go on. Oh, for 
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a more general spirit of prayer and supplication. I hear from 
my friend, Miss Leeds, that the very time of the awakening 
here was the season of extraordinary prayer among the 
churches at home. What a coincidence and an encourage- 
ment to persevere in that most important part of Christian 
duty!” Across the span of years the encouragement con- 
tinues. 

Faith is still strengthened by prayers answered on mission 
fields, and increased faith learns to pray more and more. We 
know the prayer promises but will refresh our acceptance as 
we watch new Christians in the buoyancy of their first love, 
in their untrammeled experience, open God’s Word and claim 
this promise and that. In mission literature and mission 
study books the record of intercessory work is written, and 
from it boys and girls and young women draw courage to 
pray for others. 

It was after the Sunbeam Band meeting. The children had 
learned about Indians. The leader had introduced them to 
Miss Mary Gladys Sharp, sowing in tears among her own race. 
“Try to pray for her every day,” she said. And tender 
hearts replied, “We will.” 

The boy’s mother was a careless young thing; church 
allegiance rested lightly on her dainty shoulders. Bobby liked 
to go to Sunbeam Band meeting; the leader took him; that 
was the end of it. But that night it was the beginning. 
*‘"Now I lay me,” was a routine with him, an attachment to 
his pajamas as it had been to mother’s girlhood nightgown. 
The words were said glibly. “Jump into bed, now. Mother’s 
waiting.” But Bobby didn’t jump. “How do I pray for a 
missionary, Mother?” ‘Oh, just say, ‘God bless the mission- 
ary.’” She didn’t mean to be impatient. “But no, Mother, 
the missionary is Miss Mary Gladys Sharp. There must be 
more to it than that. How shall I?” Trusting boy, he looked 
up and waited; she must not fail his blue eyes. “Put her 
name in now, and Mother’ll find out tomorrow,” she humbly 
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said. The good-night kiss was fondly given. The next day 
mother talked to the Sunbeam Band leader. Into her empty 
life, stunted almost so small as to be equal with her boy’s 
limited spiritual growth, came new impulses and resolutions. 
Slowly the change came, and a home was definitely Chris- 
tian because a Sunbeam boy wanted to know how to pray for 
a devoted, weary missionary by name. 

Adoniram Judson Gordon was wont to say: “Praying for 
missionaries by name is another means for drawing out our 
interest toward the foreign fields. 

“Wholesale intercession has always a dangerous tendency. 
Prayers which are so inclusive that they cease to be incisive, 
which take in so many interests that they take hold of none— 
who has not been wearied by such comprehensively feeble 
intercession? Christians have as much need to be on their 
guard against platitudinarianism as against latitudinarian- 
ism. Evangelical vagueness of desire and petition is a 
weariness to God and to men. 

“Instead of praying for the Lord’s blessing on our mission 
fields and upon our missionary brethren in general, let us 
make a list of their names, and take some of them before 
the throne of grace each day. Let us make ourselves ac- 
quainted with their circumstances of trial or success so that 
we will have definite petitions or thanksgiving for them. 
Let the missionaries send home specific requests for prayer, 
and let them be taken up for definite remembrance.” 


II. UsInc THE PRAYER CALENDAR 
1. Introducing the Calendar 


We shall not know the glowing names nor appreciate the 
dedicated personalities unless we know them well. From 
Sunbeam Band to Woman’s Missionary Society the Prayer 
Calendar is available with its bright burden of missionaries to 
be lifted in prayer day after day. Using it as prepared by 
Woman’s Missionary Union in World Comrades, Ambassador 
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Life, or The Window of Y.W.A., or Royal Service, in a 
year one prays by name for every missionary of the Southern 
Baptist Home and Foreign Mission Boards, and for every 
agency and Southwide board secretary. The worldwide work 
of Southern Baptists becomes the pray-er’s very own by right 
of intercession. Couple with the names, the pictures, and 
brief life sketches in the Foreign Mission Album or Biogra- 
phies of Home Missionaries! and these unseen names breathe 
with the reality of personal friends. “I find it so,” was the 
young woman’s comment in the Young Woman’s Auxiliary 
conference. “Day by day I work on mission fields as I use the 
Prayer Calendar and in a given day carry a special person 
in my heart in prayer. My hands are busy earning my liveli- 
hood, but my mind is at work for God.” 

Once introduced to the Prayer Calendar, young people 
find great joy in using it. A Royal Ambassador caught the 
idea at his state camp and determined to carry it out back 
home, having a period of prayer and Bible reading with his 
parents as the boys in his hut had had together. Bravely the 
first morning at home he took his Bible and his copy ef 
World Comrades? with him to the breakfast table. He did 
not know just how to do it, just what to say. He sat won- 
dering. Then in the quiet before the morning blessing, the 
words tumbled out, “Say, before we have thanks, let’s look at 
the Bible and read some, and could we pray for somebody 
by this list? That’s the way we did at camp.” And that’s 
the way they do in that home now; there is a real family 
altar as a result of the boy’s interest in the Prayer Calendar. 

The missionaries value the Prayer Calendar highly and 
many have had unusual experiences on “my day” while others 
testify to the upholding power of the annual uplifting to the 
Father. Dr. John Lake, writing a certain letter, underlined 
the date July 27 with red ink. In the body of the letter 
he wrote, “Notice how July 27 is underscored in red? This 


1Price 60 cents and 86 cents, respectively. 
*Now it would be Ambassador Life. 
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is the day on which you blessed W.M.U. friends are praying 
for us. God reward you for it—and God bless you, one and 
all.” Bertha Smith was in Tsining, North China, when it 
was caught between the aggressive progress of Japanese sol- 
diers and the heroic defense of the Chinese. Bullets flew all 
about her house. She tried sleeping on the south side, moved 
to the west, and back to the south again, her sleep disturbed 
for two nights, her days tense with labor among refugees. 
The third night she went to a first-floor room to see if she 
could sleep on a Chinese homemade davenport there. Morn- 
ing came after peaceful, unbroken rest. 

“What a nice quiet night!”’ she exclaimed to her Chinese 
friends. 

“Quiet?” They marveled at her. “It was the worst night 
we have had at all. How could you sleep? We didn’t.” 

She took up her Bible and the Prayer Calendar in Royal 
Service. "There was the answer to her question. 


17—Thursday 


Pray for Misses Bertha Smith and Olive Lawton, Evangelistic Work, 
Tsiningchow, China. 


Rejoice evermore.—1 Thess. 5:16. 


In answer to the prayers of Christians half a world away, 
God had shut her eyes in sweet sleep, had shut her ears to 
the terrifying noises, had given her the refreshing rest she so 
sorely needed. 

We must not fail our missionaries, and we must not fail 
to give our young people access to the Prayer Calendar, but 
by our subscriptions to World Comrades, Ambassador Life, and 
The Window of Y.W.A. we must see that their own praying 
is stimulated. No stultifying monotony can creep into prayer 
when earnest R.A.’s and G.A.’s picture intelligently an 
evangelistic missionary among China’s tragic people one day, 
a medical missionary in the leper colony of Nigeria another 
day, or an Indian preacher in Oklahoma, or a missionary toil- 
ing over the Kentucky mountain roads with his trailer, or a 
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Good Will Center missionary meeting with boys of twenty- 
three different nationalities. Each day the scene in the king- 
dom of God has changed with challenging variety, and pray- 
ing becomes the life adventure with God that it actually is. 
“Prayer is the gracious circulating of divine ideas through 
the human soul,” says Brierly. The primary “divine idea” 
is: “Thy will be done, thy kingdom come on earth as it is 
in heaven.” To this end prayer must be stimulated by the 
missionary knowledge of the pray-er. 


2. Geography and Prayer 


A black boy of Africa struggled through a year of school. 
The next year the American budget of the school had to be 
cut by decreased giving at the home base. Squeeze and 
stretch, the missionaries could not keep all the boys who 
came. He was one for whom the door was shut. Heart- 
broken, stolidly he went back down the jungle trail. Three 
weeks passed. One morning he stood at the gate of the com- 
pound. Entering, he made proper salutation. Then, “Could 
I stay a few days and learn more geography?” ‘The mission- 
ary wondered, “Why geography?” “I pray for the people 
in places I know about; if I know more places, I shall pray 
more.” Even a boy deprived of schooling knew it; the bur- 
den of lost people forces one to pray; it is more than human 
heart can bear without interceding. Watch it in a meeting 
of G.A.’s if you will. 

There is the story of a lost girl on a mission field—any 
field. She is like the G.A.’s in desire for good time, to be 
her own best self, but she is handicapped and bound without 
knowledge of Christ, without privilege of Christian home. 
She represents all the girls to whom that missionary seeks to 
tell the story. Hear the girls pray for her, for all other 
girls like her. Specific need brings deep, concise praying. 
Sadly true was Thomas Payne’s saying, “We ask for toys 
when we should ask for continents, and be claiming the 


18 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


world for Christ.” The more they know about missions 
through any source—and Woman’s Missionary Union graded 
system of missionary education is Southern Baptists’ primary 
source of constant missionary knowledge—the more our 
young people will pray, not merely say prayers. 
I often say my prayers, 
But do I ever pray: 


And do the wishes of my heart 
Go with the words I say? 


I may as well kneel down 
And worship gods of stone 
As offer to the living God 
A prayer of words alone. 
—JoHN BuRTON 


3. Avoiding Vain Repetitions 

Mission knowledge helps avoid empty words and vain repe- 
titions. One learns at missionary meeting and in mission 
study class about the futile praying of people who do not 
know how to pray “in Christ’s name.” The pitiful prayer 
wheels turning in the flowing streams of Tibet, the chewed- 
up-and-thrown-at-the-image prayers of Japan which will be 
answered only if they stick, the swift touching of the rosary 
beads to count as prayers repeated, the weary beating of 
temple gongs or jungle drums to call “whatever gods there 
be” to heed, the patient, plodding trips to a succession of 
temples to conform with prayer regulations in each—these 
obviously useless modes of so-called praying warn the young 
Christian to seek a conscious understanding of his power to 
talk with the Heavenly Father about his kingdom’s progress. 
By contrast prays in faith the Christian but lately come out 
of vain groping into the light of God’s love. 

Rey. A. R. Reischauer, of Tokyo, tells this story of an old 
man who was converted and asked for baptism. The minis- 
ter said, “I cannot baptize you unless I know that you are 
really sincere. You lead in prayer and then I will decide.” 
Poor, bewildered old man! He had never led a prayer in his 
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life. His face turned red, and perspiration stood on his fore- 
head. “Pray,” said the minister again. And this is what the 
man said: “God, my heart is full of prayer things, but I 
cannot speak them with my mouth. They are coming out 
in the sweat on my head.” The minister baptized him, ac- 
knowledging that a real prayer. Remembering the old man’s 
years of “vain repetitions” anyone could understand that 
he had truly prayed. No group of young people will forget 
the embarrassed earnestness of such a prayer and will be in 
so far removed from the empty words of “said prayers.” 
The Christian intercessor must stand in Christ’s place and 
pray in the agony of desire which would characterize the 
Saviour’s words were he not glorified with the Father. No 
“open sesame”’ is given in the prayer promises, no talisman 
for quick action of divinity, but moved by compassion like 
his, stirred to relieve need for his sake, grateful for one’s own 
salvation by grace, the life grows into a devotion of interces- 
sion with him “who ever liveth to make intercession.” No 
lip-praying comes from those who really know a lost world’s 
need in the depths of their hearts. ‘The work of intercession 
is the greatest work a Christian can do—the time we give is 
a proof of the interest we feel.” We can help youth make 
time to pray by leading them to concentrate on their tasks, 
to eliminate unnecessary or useless things, to consecrate their 
hours to the kingdom. 


Ill. Prayer IN W.M.U. IDEALS 


Each organization of Woman’s Missionary Union stresses 
the privileged obligation of prayer in its stated ideals. Young 
Woman’s Auxiliary says first, “Prayer and the study of God’s 
Word,” singing its purpose to pray in the Y.W.A. hymn, 
fourth verse, “Pour out thy soul for them in prayer victo- 
rious.” Royal Ambassadors’ Constitution sets forth the pur- 
pose to “endeavor by our . . . prayers to make Christ 
known to the world that many may know and be reconciled 


20 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


to him.” Girls’ Auxiliary Star Ideals begin their helpful 
brilliance with “Abiding in Him Through Prayer.” The 
Sunbeams have no similar statement of ideals, but in the sug- 
gested constitution for a Sunbeam Band we read, “Its object 
shall be to develop a feeling of world friendliness which will 
be shown in prayers and gifts and love for world children.” 
And when their leader explains their triple-ray watchword 
she shows that prayer is a means of shining. The positive, 
direct teaching of the need to pray is supplemented through- 
out by the urge to pray which comes with knowledge of 
needs humanly unanswerable. Through these channels boys 
and girls and young women learn to set aside time to read 
God’s Word and pray. 


1. Necessity for Prayer 


Never did young people have greater need to keep a “morn- 
ing watch” or “quiet hour” habitually. Psychologists and 
psychiatrists, learned doctors of all kinds, urge the necessity 
for a time of quiet meditation, of high purposeful thinking, 
to overcome the strain of tension in modern life. There is 
nothing original in their advice, often given at dear price. 
The busiest Man who ever lived taught the major lesson in 
this matter, two thousand years ago. By precept he in- 
structed, “Thou, when thou prayest, enter in to thy closet” — 
seek quiet, alone with God. “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you.” As example, he showed his own life was strong 
because of his hours of conscious communion with his Father, 
God. But days are crowded with activities, homes and apart- 
ments are crowded with people; where is time to pray? 
Where is a place to pray? The missionaries and mission fields 
will help again. In their dependence upon God missionaries 
will find a time and place; in the simplicity of recently found 
joy in salvation the new Christians will not excuse themselves 
from prayer but will seek fellowship with the Father as a 
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wondrous privilege! Young people learn to pray from their 
examples. 

In West Africa, the rounded one-room huts afford no 
privacy for uninterrupted devotions. But the forest is close 
at hand. Each selects a shaded spot for his daily solitary 
communion with God. Presently the paths are beaten with 
the walking to and fro. And if by chance one grows cool in 
spiritual interests, the path betrays him, and one of the 
others will gently inquire, “Is the grass growing on your 
path, brother?” 

Toyohiko Kagawa, acclaimed by many as the foremost 
Christian of his day, was brought up in the open life of the 
typical Japanese home. Where could he find privacy for the 
praying his yearning heart craved? His mentor, missionary 
of the Presbyterian Church, Dr. Meyers, asked one day, “‘Do 
you pray daily?” Kagawa hesitated. He was embarrassed 
to make reply. Was it right, was it polite to pray to the 
great God in bed with the quilt over one’s head to make a 
little shade of privacy? Years have proved it must have 
been a blessed time, for in it Kagawa developed courage, 
startling bravery, to obey Christ’s “Follow me” with daunt- 
less faith into new highways of Christlike service to human- 
ity. Now he imitates David’s “I will prevent the dawn,” 
waking long before sun-up to pray in the utter quiet and 
symbolic freshness of the newborn day. 

With the desire to pray and read God’s Word sufficiently 
urgent, a time and place can be found, and yet mothers will 
do well to help their children to have a secluded nook, a 
room alone for a while where each can enter in and meet 
the Master face to face. 


2. Need for Family Worship 


Quite naturally the children will be deterred in their 
prayer development if parents are scoffers or are heedless of 
their own need of prayer. A college boy of supposedly cul- 
tured family was called before the president of his institution 
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for a misdemeanor. Wise Christian gentleman, the presi- 
dent talked at length with the young man. He spoke of 
Christ and his kingdom, of Christian growth, of prayer and 
Bible reading. He had met the boy’s father, an upstanding 
business man of integrity; he would appeal to the boy that 
way. “Surely you come from a Christian home?” The 
statement was barely a question. “I suppose so.” “Don’t 
you know? Didn’t you ever pray? Doesn’t your father 
pray?” “I don’t know,” flung back the boy with hunger 
in his eyes, “I never caught him at it.” A family altar, with 
all pooling their missionary knowledge in earnest discussion 
and prayer, would forestall many a difficult moment. Ask- 
ing the blessing at table could become the period of family 
worship, recognizing all the gifts of the Heavenly Father, 
interceding that all might have “daily bread” adequate for 
every physical and spiritual need. Family altars have been 
started by missionary organization members and the custom 
of table grace has been re-established in homes, because of 
missionary knowledge. “What a child in a heathen land can 
do, I can do,” says the Sunbeam, the G.A., the Y.W.A., or 
the R.A. member. For one of the first new habits in a 
converted home on a mission field is that of asking the 
blessing, and many are mission stories that illustrate the fact. 
Let one suffice. 

Six-year-old Jayeth went home for vacation and changed 
her entire village. The first day she was home her mother 
began to eat without thanking God for the food. ‘Do not 
eat. You must pray first,” spoke Jayeth. “It is our way 
at school.” “I do not know what you mean,” answered 
the mother. So the child gave the mother a lesson in fold- 
ing her hands and closing her eyes. She sang a song of 
thanks which she had learned at school. Then she asked 
the blessing. Always after that it was done without ques- 
tion. But that was not enough for Jayeth. ‘There were 
other homes on her street. To them all she went, explain- 
ing about God’s goodness, showing how to thank him before 
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partaking of his food. ‘A little child shall lead” in many 
different ways and in many different lands. 


3. Seasons of Prayer 


But Prayer Calendar and family altar are not enough. 
Annually the three great phases of world missions become 
in Woman’s Missionary Union the topics for seasons of 
prayer and consequent giving. State missions, home mis- 
sions, and foreign missions, each receives particularized 
attention in a special extra prayer meeting. In December 
the young people join with the women in the observance 
of the Day of Prayer Around the World. 

From far lands comes impetus to participate in these 
seasons of prayer and make them powerful in the kingdom. 
In Brazil the word on their Standard of Excellence seems 
to be “epochs of prayer.” How wonderful if some year 
praying in the Southland should be so well supported by 
consistent Christian living and sacrificial giving that God 
could really answer in a marked advance that could be 
considered “epochal” in kingdom progress! Brazilian W.M.U. 
organizations share in the work of the Brazilian Baptist 
Home and Foreign Mission Boards similarly to the way in 
which W.M.U. members pray and give here; in addition the 
Y.W.A.’s support specified native workers as their very 
own representatives as a result of their earnest prayers and 
related gifts. Through the years China W.M.U.’s have met 
to pray and give. Before dawn was visible, the women and 
young people would gather, and would pray on until night 
had come, turning their attention from one country to an- 
other in periods of audible and silent prayer. 

Across in Cuba, women and young people pray, using the 
same program suggestions we have in the Southland, trans- 
lated, of course, into their limpid Spanish. In Africa the 
school girls at Abeokuta set their meager oil-burning lamps 
along the pathway from dormitory to chapel to light their 
way before morning comes. Since others can bestir them- 
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selves to this great effort to pray together at such special 
seasons, our young people also want to have extra prayer 
meetings during these three designated weeks. No mere 
observance of a Standard of Excellence requirement is this, 
as young people really grasp the idea of a world season of 
prayer to which they contribute. Ann Hasseltine (College) 
and Grace McBride (Hospital) Y.W.A.’s are more and more 
making a full week’s observance with chapel, noonday prayer 
meeting, and vesper services—all centering in prayer for 
state, home, or foreign missions, according to the planned 
interest. The prayers are indeed fervent, judging by gifts 
that are subsequently gathered in. Answering the call to 
prayer in these three seasons brings an in-filling of Christ’s 
spirit for all ages. 


4. Personal Acquaintance 

The rich privilege of meeting and of living together with 
missionaries for whom they have prayed, comes to young 
people in Y.W.A. Camp at Ridgecrest, to G.A.’s and R.A.’s 
in house parties and conclaves. The R.A. Camp in Louis- 
iana adopts the name “Alex Herring R.A. Chapter” annually. 
Alex Herring was camp director of the first state R.A. Camp 
there the summer before he went to China. The boys have 
never forgotten how he stood at their last campfire together 
and told them of his appointment, received that day. 
“Louisiana R.A.’s will work day and night for the Lord,” 
he said. “I'll work while you sleep, then you work while 
I sleep; and I ask you to keep on praying for me.” Those 
first campers pass on the story in their own way, year after 
year. Not once at annual camp but many times it is 
retold. No R.A. must miss it, seems to be the feeling. 
Quietly at similar campfires other boys pray that they may 
become appointed ambassadors for the King of kings. Nor 
is Louisiana unique in this respect. R.A.’s of Virginia 
claim Edwin Dozier in Hawaii; Florida claims Mr. Enete 
and “Sammy.” Many R.A. state camps had the chance 
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of knowing Peter Lee from China and Sadamoto Kawano 
from Japan. The girls also treasure their house-party ac- 
quaintances with flesh-and-blood missionaries and establish 
daily prayer habits in answer to their personal requests. 
Sometimes they write months later to assure of promises 
kept. Many learn to pray at such missionary education 
gatherings where the world clamor fades and a definite age 
group of one sex can center its thought on kingdom affairs. 


IV. INCENTIVE To BrsLE READING 


Such services set a new appreciation upon God’s Word. 
The majority of our young people have access to the Bible 
from early childhood. They are entreated and advised, 
bribed and cajoled into cursory reading of its sacred pages 
until suddenly their blindness to its value falls away like 
scales and they find they love to read it. Usually the force 
which touches the eyes and makes them see is missions. A 
missionary from China did it at a G.A. house party for a 
great host of girls. She only meant to tell about China’s 
need; she did that but she disclosed theirs, too. ‘I remember 
the first time I told the gospel story to a group in China, 
none of whom had ever heard it, none of whom had ever 
seen a Bible.” It was a picture of China’s need. “You 
cannot remember the first time you heard of Jesus; the 
first time you ever saw a Bible, and because of that you do 
not appreciate the gospel or the Bible as they do in China.” 
They didn’t. They had not thought about it before, though. 
They discussed it. What if we had never heard the story 
until last night? What if we had never seen the Bible until 
last night? Missions had given them a new outlook on what 
they had considered a chore—Bible reading. 


These modern times are fraught with skepticism. The 
Bible is said to be old-fashioned, impractical, too out of date; 
why bother to read it? Some trained men, reputed to be 
educated scholars, make such statements, Pastors and parents 


26 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


may contradict these over-rated professors of doubt, but how 
can they prove the Bible is God’s Word? How help it win 
the interested reading and study it merits and should have? 
Many times the formal education of professor and teacher 
surpasses that of parent and pastor so that their word is 
discounted as ignorantly spoken. A recent survey of college 
students made as a result of extended and careful research, 
concludes that in the field of arts and sciences—music, litera- 
ture, sculpture, painting, history, biology, geology, econom- 
ics, philosophy, and so on—students accept the authoritative 
opinions of experts, while in the realm of language, social 
customs, and morals they give attention to their fellow stu- 
dents. How can we overcome this handicap to the authority 
of the history of Christian experience and revelation? Years 
ago Spurgeon said, “You talk about defending the Bible. 
It is a lion, open the cage and let it out.” 


1. Power of the Bible 
Through missionary education such advice is put into 


practice. On mission fields one sees at once the results of 
reading and practicing the teachings given in the living 
Word. In our own pale interpretation of Christianity youth 
may see little light from God’s Word, but in greater general 
darkness it shines out brightly. On every page of mission 
history a new story illustrates the transformation wrought as 
people read and follow God’s Word. The message of three 
pages in an interior home in Brazil turned an entire family 
from Mariolatry, from worship of saints and images. The 
three pages included the Ten Commandments, which sounded 
so basically true that they were obeyed, this one family be- 
coming conspicuously different from others in the com- 
munity. 

In Hungary a girl was given a New Testament. She knew 
no evangelical people, she knew nothing of true Christianity, 
but the story of Jesus rang in her heart as truth. Alone she 
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followed the example and teachings of this Christ, until a 
community recognized a girl as different, until God’s provi- 
dence brought her assurance of others who followed the 
teachings of the Book, until as a grown woman Mrs. Andreas 
Udvarnoki’s influence permeates a growing denomination in 
her native country, and her kinspeople, and the population 
of her home community are definitely Christian. One girl 
and one New Testament beginning the uplift of a section 
of her nation’s womanhood! We may talk endlessly about 
the Bible as a lamp and a light and still feel that our na- 
tion’s strength is in its favored geographical and political 
position; still think United States of North America fore- 
most because of innate racial superiority. But out there we 
see the Bible streaming light from its open pages; out there 
we see its lifting power, as following its revelation people 
are released from bondage and begin new lives of power. 


Christian Life gives this quotation: 


“Mother, I’ve found an old dusty thing 
High on tke shelf—just a book.” 
“Why, that’s a Bible, Tommy dear. 
Be careful—that’s God’s book!” 
“God’s book!” the child exclaimed, 
“Then, Mother, before we lose it 
We'd better send it back to God, 
For you know we never use it!” 


Evidently we don’t, according to the average high-school 
student’s answers on Bible questions. A stated examination 
disclosed a group who did not know where Christ was born 
or the name of his mother, who thought Gethsemane a city 
of Egypt and identified Martha and Pilate as books of the 
Bible, ingenuously deciding that Ephesians was a Roman 
Province, and disclaiming any ability to quote the Golden 
Rule. Another set of questionnaires showed 16,000 high- 
school pupils out of 18,000 who could not name three Old 
Testament prophets; 12,000 who could not name the Four 
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Gospels, and 10,000 who could name only two apostles. 
Youth needs to come to a hunger for God’s Word, not to a 
habit of cursory reading to keep a daily promise or to make a 
daily record. Appreciation of the privilege of owning one’s 
own Bible will grow as boys and girls learn in missionary 
organizations of the conditions of unhappiness, of need where 


the Bible is a closed book. 


2. Appreciation of the Bible 


Missions shows the Bible in contrast to other religious 
books: here it is obviously superior. Of the Quran,” Carlyle 
said, “It is a wearisome confused jumble, crude, incondite, 
of endless iteration, long windedness, entanglement and in- 
supportable stupidity.” Of the Quran, Ruskin said, “I have 
read three or four pages of translation of the Quran and I 
never want to read more.” But on mission fields a man 
begins to read God’s Word and must read on, moved by the 
truth of its message, putting it down only to seek a mission- 
ary or one who can lead him to understand its meaning bet- 
ter. In mission reading, the boy or girl or young woman 
hears the Hindu gentleman saying, “I am not a Christian but 
I think the more Christlike we become the better for us and 
our land. And to that happy end nothing can be more 
effective than the practice of placing before the minds of 
our students daily and repeatedly the ideal of love, self- 
abnegation, and suffering for others’ sakes that is presented 
to us in the pages of the Gospels. How simple, how direct, 
how unadorned is the gospel narrative! Truth is stamped 
on it; it carries its proof with it. No external evidence is 
needed. One half-hour’s study of the Bible will do more to 
remodel a man than a whole day spent in repeating slokas 
of Puranas® or mantras of the Rig Veda.’ 

In missionary organization one meets such statements as 
that of Ram Mohun Roy, scholar in Sanskirt, Hebrew, and 
~3Quran, or Koran, is the sacred book of Islam, setting forth the teachings 


of Mohammed. 
8Raoks and savings of Hinduism. 
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Arabic writings, once a Hindu, then a Moslem, then triumph- 
antly a Christian: “A consequence of my long and unin- 
terrupted research into religious truth has been that I have 
found the doctrines of Christ more conducive to moral prin- 
ciples and better adapted for the use of rational beings, than 
any others which have come to my knowledge.” 

Or perchance in missionary education the tribute of Senor 
Emilie del Taro, judge of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico 
is seen. Here is the leader of a Catholic land where the book 
has not been freely distributed, testifying to the worth of 
the influence of the New Testament. 

“If I had the privilege of conversation with all the mothers 
of Latin America for only one moment during my lifetime 
I would employ it entirely in recommending that they place 
in the hands of their children the New Testament, being 
sure of obtaining for them the most noble and enduring 
influence of all influences which could exercise themselves in 
the human conscience of this world.” 


3. Memorizing Passages 

No wonder the R.A., or the G.A., or the Y.W.A. member 
looks at his or her New Testament with sudden desire to read 
it through and let this Jesus step out of its pages, gaining a 
new sense of reality in the experience. In the Forward Steps 
and Ranking System there are projects of giving outlines of 
the life of Christ, and the life of Paul, and G.A.’s and R.A.’s 
are constantly speaking of the help these are in giving them 
a full-length portrait of Christ and of Paul, not merely a 
series of incidents. The many passages of scripture required 
to be “learned by heart” are those selected for their crucial 
import. 

Frequently youth says, “I do not understand the Bible; 
therefore I do not read it.” Mark Twain said, “Some people 
are troubled because there are so many things in the Bible 
that they cannot understand. As for me, it isn’t the things 
in the Bible that I don’t understand that bother me, but 
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those that I do understand.” But today’s youth wants to 
understand, and in the quiet talks with counselors when 
verses are quoted for approval for advance in Ranking Sys- 
tem or Forward Steps there is opportunity to ask questions 
that would not be voiced in a large group. An R.A. coun- 
selor after examining the Scripture memory work of one of 
her boys—son of an uncouth sort of home with little to help 
in his background there, but a boy being lifted by Christian 
agencies, and so eager to understand that he asked questions 
—wrote to a friend, also a counselor, “If there is anything 
sweeter than the eager response in the heart and face of a boy 
when he really gets the meaning of God’s Word in these 
Scriptures, I do not know what it is.” The requirements of 
memorizing Bible verses were blessing the boy and sweetening 
the service of the counselor meanwhile. 


4. New Understanding of the Gospel 


Not only the requirements which boys and girls like to 
pass, spur them to store up Scripture verses in their hearts, 
but the examples of hungry hearts on mission fields memoriz- 
ing what they cannot read, also inspire them. And the ex- 
planations which missionaries give so simply for the benefit 
of people recognized without Christian background, often 
open the full meaning remarkably to those expected to have 
some knowledge to build on who are yet surprisingly lacking 
in this. The gospel message, heard and heard again until it 
falls on senseless ears, clarifies into the good news when heard 
as with a group listening for the first time. A missionary in 
Bechuanaland of Africa was telling of the crucifixion of our 
Lord, when a savage Bechuanan sprang forward, his mind 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit, unrestrained by custom and 
form, crying, “Away from their Jesus, that is my place.” 
Such scenes from mission fields restore the life that is drained 
by a pallid Christian veneer, and give our young people a 
right appreciation of the uniqueness of the gospel message. 

‘Do you hear?” cried the old man of Africa to his wife. 
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They had come long miles to the foreign doctor, only to find 
the hospital closed, the doctor at home on sick leave, his 
placed not filled by another. But a native pastor told the 
couple the gospel story. ‘Do you hear? It is life, life. We 
did not know God was like that. We are poor creatures, we 
did not know he would love us. It is life, no more death. 
Life!” 


5. Learning More About God 


Our praying, our listening to God through Bible reading 
and study, and our comprehension of God’s message in his 
Book, depend in final analysis on our opinion, our idea, of 
what God is like. Youth today wonders much, often blindly 
questioning without help into true light; often discounting 
the voice of conscience before the accurate measurements of 
science ending in agnosticism. 

Idols innumerable, images, fetishes, amulets, pitiful strain- 
ing, yearning out for a satisfying god—by contrast youth 
sees God, the Father, adequate, sufficient. Missions brings 
youth cause to pray, brings him to read the Book with 
its world purpose running throughout like a veritable red 
cord of redemption for all, brings him to see and find God 
through Christ, the world’s Redeemer. 

There are many kinds of Bible reading and study, all 
invaluable. It may be read devotionally, or as a matchless 
literary production; it may be read to discover the deep 
doctrines treasured by our churches; or it may be and 
must be read in the light of God’s plan for the ages, that 
hearts may be stimulated to kingdom building. God’s 
World Plan was written by Mrs. A. L. Aulick at the re- 
quest of Woman’s Missionary Union, especially for Inter- 
mediate boys and girls. There was no other such sweeping 
text available for Intermediates. The Bible, a Missionary 
Book is Dr. J. B. Lawrence’s contribution to Young 
Woman’s Auxiliary studies. Always Woman’s Missionary 
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Union centers on the missionary interpretation of God’s 
Word as a whole, and in devotional periods emphasizes se- 
lected portions especially portraying God’s yearning for a 
lost world, and his ultimate triumph in that world through 
the Holy Spirit indwelling in world-minded Christians. 


Is not such missionary education valuable in the spiritual 
development of youth today? Valuable enough to justify 
more than the little that time permits included in Sunday 
school lessons, more than the mission programs which can 
be included in Training Union without omitting necessary 
doctrinal, devotional, and expository programs? Valuable 
enough to make imperative for your church the midweek 
organizations majoring on missions, fostered by Woman’s 
Missionary Union? 


V. RESULTS OF PRAYER AND BIBLE READING 


Woman’s Missionary Union was begun as a result of de- 
veloping prayer interest in the early advance our missionaries 
were making in far lands and near. Prayer meetings of Mrs. 
Graves and her friends in Baltimore, prayer meetings in scat- 
tered sections, quickened desire for more missionary knowl- 
edge, that called for regularity of planning, for organization 
to “disseminate missionary information.” Children and 
young people saw the resultant mite boxes on dining-room 
tables, felt the desire to know and pray also. Sunbeam Bands 
began as the student-pastor expression of missionary zeal of 
Dr. George Braxton Taylor, the grandson of our first Foreign 
Mission Secretary, and the son of our pioneer missionaries to 
Italy. 


The gifts and the prayers of the children 
Gathered in one strong band 

Could conquer the world for Jesus 
And make it a holy land. 


Sunbeams began in 1886 at Fairmont, Virginia, in Dr. 
Taylor’s church and have grown to a worldwide movement 
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of children praying and giving. Are the children of your 
church and home part of this force for God? 

Young women were next in clamoring for an organization 
which would give them a united feeling in their great task 
of putting the “miss” into missions. Some six hundred or- 
ganizations in 1907 decided by questionnaire on the name 
“Young Woman’s Auxiliary” and from the time of that deci- 
sion Young Woman’s Auxiliary has developed into a real 
force for international thinking, for missionary zeal around 
the world. 

In 1908 the Order of Royal Ambassadors was suggested 
as the name for the scattered groups of boys already entering 
into definite missionary study. Various names—King’s 
Knights, Boys’ Missionary Band—were brought into harmony, 
and the strength of unity added zest to missions. Today there 
are Royal Ambassador Chapters on all the continents of our 
globe, for Northern Baptists found our name and plans ad- 
mirable and adopted and adapted them, giving the whole 
world of Baptist boys the opportunity for the enthusiasm 
engendered for missions by the same name and similar plans. 
Are your boys, in your home and in your church, organized 
for missions? 

The girls were a missing link, hanging to Sunbeams or 
reaching toward Y.W.A. until 1913, when Girls’ Auxiliary 
was definitely named, giving girlhood its own place in the 
missionary enterprise. Steady response has brought Girls’ 
Auxiliary to be the largest denominational organization for 
girls of early teen age in the world. Do your girls share in 
this organized fervent effort for missions? 

The definite primary purpose of missions differentiates 
Sunbeam Bands, Girls’ Auxiliaries, Young Woman’s Auxil- 
iaries, and Royal Ambassador Chapters from other organized 
activities and agencies of Baptist churches and makes them 
an imperative part of each church’s life and progress in the 
kingdom of God as it brings children and young people t 
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prayer for the kingdom, to new appreciation of God’s Word, 
the Bible. 

Jesus instructed Peter’s humble renewed love, “Feed my 
lambs.” He said, “Feed, not “amuse.” Impressed with the 
importance of such nurture Woman’s Missionary Union 
undertook to give missionary diet to growing youth. Her 
efforts were seconded by Foreign and Home Mission Boards. 
“Profoundly impressed with the importance of early train- 
ing for young people in missionary work as a material aid 
in the missionary cause, Home and Foreign Mission Boards 
recommended that young people’s societies be organized and 
fostered in all states” reads the Minutes of 1889. In com- 
mendation, in annual appeal connected with their Weeks of 
Prayer, the boards continue to seek Woman’s Missionary 
Union effort in such fostering. Woman’s Missionary So- 
cieties must not fail the best interests of our boards, must 
not fail the Master’s quiet yearning words to all his follow- 
ers through his words to Peter, “Feed my lambs.” 


SECOND INTERLUDE 


The stewardship chairman was talking with the women 
in her car as they drove home from the associational W.M.U. 
rally. ‘“Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all our Baptist people 
would tithe! The way we could make our state Baptist pro- 
gram what it ought to be and enlarge mission work then is 
simply astounding. But getting them to tithe!” 


“The hardest part for my husband and me was that the 
amount looked so large when we figured it by the year. We 
felt we ought to tithe but, while we had considered our- 
selves generous givers, the honest tithe was such an increase 
it frightened us to look at it. But we did it once and have 
rejoiced to do it ever since. I made up my mind then 
though, that with Junior we’d teach tithing from his first 
allowance so it wouldn’t be a tempting shock when it be- 
came an appreciable amount. The queer part about it was, 
he put in his tithe regularly but had no joy in it until he 
began to go to Royal Ambassador Chapter, and with time to 
study it out in their missionary meetings learned what his 
money did. Then he put in more than his tithe often. And 
look at his record now!” There was justifiable pride in her 
son’s business success, honestly won, enabling him to turn 
what were considered large amounts over to the church 
treasury. 


“Dorothy was like that, too. I just told her to tithe and 
she did. But after she came home from her first state G.A. 
house party she didn’t have to be reminded. A missionary 
there told how the girls on her field tithed their mere noth- 
ings. It got hold of Dorothy’s heart. I’ve been so glad. 
Tithing helps her in all her considerations of money, makes 
her careful with the nine-tenths left. I can see the difference 
in her cousin who has never tithed. Dorothy talks to her 
about it when they are together in the summer. She will win 
her as a tither yet.” 


[35] 


“That’s what surprised me about Jane. I would have 
hesitated to talk about such things—religion and faithful 
stewardship and all that—but in Y.W.A. they discuss it 
freely and Jane and Ruth were on the porch a few days ago 
and I couldn’t help hearing them talking about the whole 
problem of the world’s greed. Ruth is a fine friend for Jane; 
they never would have known each other had it not been 
for Y.W.A.—going to different schools and living so far away 
and all.” 


“I wish I could get my family to begin tithing. I feel so 
ashamed about it but I cannot convince my husband. Now 
that Peggy is going to Sunbeam Band and learning the stew- 
ardship memory verses he seems interested in hearing her 
recite them. Maybe that will open his eyes. Won’t you 
pray with me that it will?” 

They promised, realizing anew that missionary education 
creates right attitudes toward money and develops faithful 
stewards even beyond the A, B, C lessons of the tithe. 


Have you realized the contribution of Woman’s Missionary 
Union to Southern Baptists in the matter of developing tith- 
ers and stewards? 


[36] 


CHAPTER II 


BEING A STEWARD ON THE KING’S 
HIGHWAY 


It was the first night of the mission study course on 
Stewardship and the visiting secretary looked into the black 
faces before her. Negro girls from the state college wanted 
to study stewardship and she could have the privilege of 
teaching them each evening after the afternoon classes in 
the town’s First Church. They were no more afraid of her 
than she was of them. How could everyone be put at ease? 
Black and white, they all prayed to the same Father. She 
would be the speaker as teacher, and so she would ask one 
of them to volunteer to lead the opening prayer. After a 
friendly word of greeting, she asked for a volunteer. A 
moment’s pause, then a soft voice was heard. “Dear Lord, 
we don’t know about this business of stewardship, but we 
sure do want to learn.” The petition continued with grati- 
tude for the opportunity and the visiting secretary felt her 
heart surge to give them her very best. Most people are 
afraid to know about tithing and stewardship; they don’t 
want to learn what they ought to do. They want to go 
on casually tipping the Lord with a dime or a quarter, occa- 
sionally fifty cents and feeling generous about it. 


I am twenty-five cents. 

I am not on speaking terms with the merchant. 

I am too small to buy a quart of ice cream. 

I am not large enough to purchase a box of candy. 

I am too small to buy a ticket, as a rule, to the movies. 
I am hardly fit for a tip. 

But believe me, when I go to church on Sunday 

I am considered SOME MONEY. 


[37] 
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I. W.M.U. anp MoNnEy 


Since its organization Woman’s Missionary Union has en- 
deavored to bring her membership to want to know about 
financing God’s kingdom and to do it. Being auxiliary to the 
Convention, the W.M.U. has not disbursed money, she has 
only sought to see that it be given for missions. Born out 
of prayer and sacrifice, W.M.U. wrote into her constitution 
back in 1888: 


We, the women of the churches connected with the Southern Baptist 
Convention, desirous of stimulating a missionary spirit and the grace of 
giving among the women and young people of the churches and wishing 
to aid in collecting funds for missionary purposes to be disbursed by the 
Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention and by the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Union, Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention, organize and 
adopt the following constitution: 


ARTICLE ,I—NAME 


This organization shall be known as the Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention. 


ARTICLE IJ—OsyEcT 


The twofold object of the Woman’s Missionary Union shall be: 


First. To distribute missionary information and stimulate effort through 
State Women’s Missionary Unions. 


Second. To secure the earnest, sympathetic co-operation of women and 
young people in collecting money for missions. 


1. Stimulating Gifts as Auxiliary 


Woman’s Missionary Union had the example of other 
women’s societies independently sending out their own mis- 
sionaries, but she followed only their example of stewardship 
with sacrifice. In those early days specific needs of beginning 
work on many fields loosened purse strings. A Bible woman 
was needed; a family here could do without special table lux- 
uries and give the money to foreign missions and the Bible 
woman went to work. Small proportions in activity made 
intimate relations that stirred hearts to be generous. They 
had every prod to systematic study of stewardship also. 
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Mr. Sam Colgate wrote at once that he had “great satis- 
faction at the reception of reports from the Executive Com- 
mittee of mission work in the South, saying he kept all rec- 
ords of missionary intelligence from various sources for 
reference.” Mr. Colgate’s position as a tither and vigorous 
advocate of the tithing system as a basis for larger steward- 
ship added his influence to the new interest in tithing. 


Mr. Thomas Kane, whose work continues to date in the 
Layman Tithing Company, sent leaflets to be distributed in 
behalf of tithing. He stated that since he commenced the 
tithing system he prospered mightily in business, but signed 
his leaflets simply “Layman” because he wished to do good 
instead of advertising his business. One leaflet was ‘““Thanks- 
giving Ann, the Voice of Melody,” and it is still circulated 
by our W.M.U. Literature Department, 1111 Comer Build- 
ing, Birmingham, Alabama. Few leaflets are useful over a 
period of fifty years, but the teaching of this one is endless 
in its truth. 


2. Enthusiasm in Stewardship 


Woman’s Missionary Union presently wanted a study book 
on stewardship. It was difficult to find, but she persisted, 
made arrangements with publishers, and included stewardship 
on her mission study outline. Now there are books innu- 
merable on the subject. She brought out tithing boxes, and 
tithing pins with the horn of plenty and Leviticus 27:30 
in purple and gold. She initiated the four months’ test of 
the tithe among Southern Baptists. Now pastors preach and 
denominational leaders deliver addresses on tithing and stew- 
ardship. The Woman’s Missionary Union walked almost 
alone as she taught the proper handling of God’s money. 
In 1945 not quite one-fourth of all W.M.U. membership was 
reported as tithing; we join in the current denominational 
effort to win One Million Tithers. 
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Il. TirHine 
1. Arguments Against Tithing Outweighed 


With the boasted freedom of conscience which belongs 
vo Baptists, the tithe looked like legalism to those who wished 
to evade it. Abraham might pay tithes to Melchizedek, 
Jacob vow his vow at Bethel, the Jews bring their tithes to 
the Temple, but that was Old Testament law, done away 
with the rending of the Temple veil. Jesus did not explicitly 
cancel the law of the tithe, but no record states that he paid 
it. Paul wrote to the Corinthians about giving regularly, 
systematically, and proportionately, but he did not state “the 
tithe.” So people argue against the tenth as the basic mini- 
mum of one’s offering. They say that the theory of the tithe 
is there but it is not for modern Baptists to put into 
practice unless they really want to. The missionary spirit of 
loyalty to Christ, of compassion for the lost, does not argue 
for excuse not to tithe. The knowledge of what that money 
could do, the sight of the tithe and gifts beyond the tithe at 
work in mission fields, give desire to pay the tithe and to 
give beyond its honest payment. 


2. Tithing Not “Making” Money 


A missionary organization is not a mercenary organization. 
Young people and women of Woman’s Missionary Union are 
going counter to W.M.U. plans and policies when they stoop 
to try to carry on the King’s business by making money. 
The little money from suppers and bazaars, rummage sales, 
profit schemes, competition of the church with legitimate 
business, does not partake of the dignity and grace which be- 
long to kingdom gifts. Woman’s Missionary Union believes 
in tithing, in the practice of stewardship, and so teaches. 
The country may vote in a hymn contest that “Nearer, My 
God to Thee” is its second best loved hymn, but the hymn is 
a poet’s version of Jacob’s experience at Bethel, where he 
vowed his vow as a tither, and the non-payment of the tithe 
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too often stands in the way of nearness to God. How can one 
draw close in friendly fellowship to One he has robbed? 
Youth must not be allowed to make such a mistaken at- 
tempt; young people must learn to tithe. 


3. Watching Money at Work 


Woman’s Missionary Union has frequent programs about 
tithing, stewardship, and the disbursement of denominational 
funds. In the small groups meeting for a full hour with all 
the time for program discussion because there is little business, 
little record keeping to be done, careful consideration can be 
given to see where one’s tithe goes and what it accomplishes. 
R.A.’s and G.A.’s follow through the Sunday gifts, dividing 
out for church expenses, passing on the rest to state treasurer, 
who takes out state funds and sends the remainder to 
Nashville for distribution to appointed Southwide denomina- 
tional causes. Even boys and girls quickly understand that 
home missions and foreign missions receive too little to sup- 
port the work they are trying to do and to undertake the 
more that waits to be done. W.M.U. organizations are urged 
to have copies of the Southern Baptist Convention Minutes 
available always for reference so that any money informa- 
tion desired may be readily supplied. From the Minutes 
they can chart the quarterly gifts of their church and know 
what amount reaches Nigeria, or Palestine, or Cuba. There 
is no need for ignorance about denominational finances. If 
more is to be ready for use in a school in Chile, or to help 
build a church for Indians in New Mexico, or to send a new 
missionary to Jugoslavia, more must go into the church 
treasury. The tithes honestly given would provide more. 
Young people can figure it out and see that, and write 
Q.E.D. under it; therefore they become tithers. 

A certain Girls’ Auxiliary diligently saved and worked and 
labored, gathering money for the trip to the state G.A. house 
party. They faithfully tithed the sum, and so they had to 
have ten per cent more than the actual transportation ex- 
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penses. Some of the mothers, not tithers, thought this a 
strange mathematical procedure and criticized the girls for 
their exactness in tithing this particular auxiliary money. 
The girls discussed it in their G.A. Perhaps they had made a 
mistake, perhaps it was not necessary to tithe this special 
fund. When the question was raised and thoroughly settled, 
the girls were as one in their feeling that the accumulated 
money should be tithed. They sent a representative com- 
mittee to the next meeting of the Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety to state and explain their position. “We have heard 
your criticism of our plan to tithe this money for our trans- 
portation. We have come to tell you that we believe it is the 
right thing to do. It has been one of the finest lessons we 
have ever had and we wish all of you would become tithers, 
too.” In the Forward Steps of G.A. and Ranking System 
of R.A., charts of gifts, articles on tithing, are among the 
projects worked out with keen interest by boys and girls. 
The Bible teaches it, the fields need it—what more need for 
argument? 


4. Contests as Teachers 


Woman’s Missionary Union realized the impetus of friend- 
ly competition and in 1926 began the Tithing Story Con- 
test for Young Woman’s Auxiliary. The young women 
wrote many very fine stories which were published in Royal 
Service and, after The Window of Y.W.A. was started, in 
its pages. There was little choice of plot or possibility of 
variety in such stories, and one good plan can be succeeded 
by a better; so presently the Tithing Story Contest gave 
way to the Stewardship Declamation Contest. Emphasis was 
placed on stewardship of money, of possessions, not on the 
broader stewardship of life. Selected Scripture verses were 
arranged for Sunbeams, who competed to see which child 
could repeat them with most understanding and in most con- 
vincing manner. Juniors had short stories or essays from 
which to select one, memorize, and deliver. Intermediates 
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wrote essays to be presented in five minutes, while Y.W.A.’s 
could occupy seven minutes for their longer discussion of 
their selection from the assigned topics. The contests ac- 
complished much good. Fathers and mothers, uncles, aunts, 
grandparents, friends, all were interested. Sometimes the 
same selection was repeated by a number of contestants; 
sometimes an appropriate poem was heard several times in 
one evening from the lips of different Y.W.A.’s, but the 
repetition added to the mental deposit in behalf of honest 
stewardship and the ultimate result was very good. Some- 
times there was a little too much disappointment at the 
judges’ decision, sometimes a bit of temper was displayed; 
but in the main, young people learned to be good losers, real- 
izing they had actually gained in their Christian development 
by their diligent work in the study for, and the preparation 
and delivery of, their declamations. 


From the contest much good resulted in increased number 
of tithers, in dedication of life as well as money. Several 
instances are recorded of young women who were trained 
speakers yet not always faithful in Y.W.A. attendance. They 
were asked to prepare talks and present them in behalf of 
their Y.W.A. in the competition. Pleased to be asked, they 
studied, planned their talks, and delivered them. One such 
went as state winner to the Southwide contest at Y.W.A. 
Camp and there dedicated her life to definite Christian serv- 
ice. She went to the W.M.U. Training School and has been a 
successful educational director, frequently expressing her 
gratitude to W.M.U. for the contest which wakened her 
from sleeping and put her in touch with missionary hearts 
that opened a new world of Christian development for her. 


III. SrewarpsHie EpucaTION PLANs* 
After the contest had been continued annually for five 
years, new plans were developed in keeping with up-to-date 


*See leaflet, “Plans for Education of Young People in Stewardship of 
Possessions,” free from state headquarters, contains annual plans. 
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educational methods. Sunbeams still memorize Scripture 
verses on the subject and have illustrated stories month by 
month about stewardship. Plans for Girls’ Auxiliary, Royal 
Ambassador and Young Woman’s Auxiliary members are 
carefully thought out to include information about the Co- 
operative Program in addition to the study of tithing, 
working out personal budgets, following gifts through their 
church to all mission causes. Original and visual presenta- 
tions are developed by enthusiastic young people. 


Two R.A.’s who are selected to represent their chapter 
and who hold an audience attentively while they ask and 
answer questions about tithing, will not forget the applica- 
tion to their own money. A G.A. of North Carolina 
planned a demonstration in this fashion. A large placard 
was made to present Malachi 3:8 with its command to 
tithe. This was brought into a place on the platform by 
two G.A.’s who stood on either side of it throughout the 
demonstration. Then a third G.A. quoted the story of 
the widow’s mite while a fourth in black drapery brought 
her wee gift to deposit in the box of the Temple treasury. 
Dropping it in, she knelt and stayed on the platform, too. 
Then came a procession of ultramodern G.A.’s, each speak- 
ing in monologue fashion of what she was planning to do 
with her money. One was half through a soft drink but 
would need another—it was so hot; one was on her way 
to play golf, needing a caddy and new clubs; one was going 
to buy a present for a birthday party; one wanted a new 
dress; and so on. Each in turn came nonchalantly to the 
platform, talking of what she would do with her money 
for herself. Each read the Malachi quotation; each saw 
the widow by the box; each stopped to think, and changed 
from her selfish talk to decision to tithe. Of course, the 
situation is not so easily handled actually, but the G.A.’s 
had planned it all out, worked it through carefully. It 
meant a great deal to them because it was their own 
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expression and it was impressive to their audience because 
it was what the G.A.’s wanted to show them. Other 
G.A.’s develop demonstrations in other ways, but from their 
own work they are learning about tithing and stewardship. 
After stewardship study classes, Y.W.A.’s are developing 
songs and posters, talks and skits, ready for use in church 
or other meetings when desired. 

A Pledge of Stewardship of Possessions, printed in the colors 
of the respective organization, is provided for each individual. 
It is printed in duplicate so that one part may be signed and 
kept by the new tither as a reminder and the other part 
handed to the Stewardship chairman as a record of the 
pledge to tithe. The card reads: 

I know a steward is one who handles the affairs of another. Christ 
expects his followers to be faithful stewards. I believe the least I can 
honestly do as a faithful steward is to pay my tithe, and then use the 
nine-tenths wisely and well for his glory. My tithe is one-tenth of any 
money or produce which I call mine. I will bring my tithe regularly 
for kingdom use. 


1. Church Night of Stewardship 

These stewardship plans are meeting with marked success, 
especially where church night gives each grade of missionary 
education a place on a special stewardship program to share 
what they have learned with all the church. Many churches 
are having this church night of stewardship at the beginning 
of the Every-Member Canvass, through the young people, 
giving parents instruction in this matter of tithing. 

2. Stewardship in the Home 

This is in truth a home problem. Children cannot pay 
the tithe if they must depend on wheedling small change 
uncertainly from an indulgent father or mother. A single 
church pledge from an entire family takes away the chance 
for each child to have his own envelopes and participate 
regularly for himself in this worship service of the church, 
It is a fine thing when a family talks over its Christian 
financial duties and privileges and arranges its affairs so that 
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each member has some amount of money, for the youngest 
even a very small sum, but one which is his own to tithe, 
to give, to spend, to save as he wills. Some conditions afford 
children opportunity to earn money which becomes in whole 
or in part their own to administer. Parents should respect 
the child’s rights in this matter, but should aid in wise 
spending and saving, expecting a child to keep record of his 
money, received and expended. Money is a strange sub- 
stance to children, but understanding parents and wise Sun- 
beam leaders, earnest G.A. and R.A. counselors, can together 
help form right attitudes toward this magic force that can 
turn into so many different things. Intermediate girls and 
boys need all the steadying possible, for they are prone to 
yield to the crowd or the gang in use of money as in other 
matters. Similarly, Y.W.A.’s with little stewardship educa- 
tion have spendthrift tendencies, while those who have come 
up through missionary education organizations are often well 
established in principles of tithing and stewardship, recogniz- 
ing money as a means of spiritual grace or of temptation. 


3. Christian Attitude Toward Money 


Plans for teaching stewardship and stewardship study 
classes will always be a definite part of W.M.U. missionary 
education. But in addition her missionary programs provide 
stories of important examples of tithers from among new 
converts on mission fields, The bending of Christianity in 
compromise with American worldliness needs the straight- 
forward acceptance of Christian instruction seen among those 
where the message is new, light against darkness. Mission- 
ary education shows our young people, who are ready to 
compromise, to follow the accepted mode of measuring suc- 
cess by accumulating wealth, that reality of life which is rich 
in the midst of comparative poverty. Through program mate- 
rial and mission study class the Christian attitude toward 
money manifested on mission fields, is seen. In Brazil, Bap- 
tists accept the principles of the tithe without question. In 
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China they call it “fragrant money,” thinking of the sweet 
savor it must be to Christ. In India there is the “Barakat 
Ka Bartan,” the basket of blessing. Each day in measuring 
the grain the housewife counts out her handfuls, the tenth 
one going in the basket, ready for Sunday and its presen- 
tation as her tithe at the church, 


In Africa a newly appointed native evangelist asked the 
mission treasurer to take out his tithe before he sent his 
salary to him. Out on the field, away from his church, he 
could not put it in the treasury regularly, but in God’s Word 
he read that it should be done so. The treasurer marveled at 
the black man’s wish: the young people who came upon 
the story as he wrote it marveled, too, but looked with new 
eagerness to see what God’s Word was saying to them, hav- 
ing spoken so clearly to a black man recently converted, 
learning to read after that conversion, and setting forth at 
once to herald the good news. 


They wondered again as they came upon the story of 
Martha Nzala Nkoi, suspended from church membership in 
the Congo “because she was in debt to God for twenty- 
seven months.” ‘They contrast the frankness of her discipline 
with the habits of their own church and their thoughts are 
long thoughts, reaching back to find an adequate basis in 
right, and forward to their own habit formations. The 
counselor in the friendliness of the meeting can help wisely; 
there is no self-consciousness of girl impression on boy in 
G.A. or boy impression on girl in R.A., there are only girls 
who are friends and boys who are comrades together, trying 
to learn about this business of stewardship. 

It is fascinating to accumulate stories of results from 
stewardship education in missionary organizations. Pleased 
with the name of his magazine, Bobby, a Sunbeam of South 
Carolina, decided to have a World Comrades Bank. Into 
it went his tithe, nickles he might have spent but for thought 
of other boys praying to gods of stone and wood. 
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A certain boy had always put in five cents as his church 
collection. His family moved to a town where there was 
an R.A. chapter which he joined. His gift increased at once. 
His mother asked why. “I’ve learned what that money has 
to do. You can’t expect one nickel to do so much. Being 
an R.A. costs me more at church, but it’s worth it.” 


In a Y.W.A. of Missouri, one member was a tither—only 
one. She had come from a vital church which had developed 
a spirit of stewardship through all its auxiliaries. One eve- 
ning at the Y.W.A. meeting, the counselor asked her to tell 
why she was a tither. She did it quite simply, without any 
preparation except her own conviction. She stated that she 
had just accepted God’s promise and tried tithing, that she 
had thought it would be nice to put her life in such a place 
that God’s blessings could pour into it, and he had showered 
them on her. She invited the others to try it. From that 
one spontaneous testimony eight others became tithers, want- 
ing their lives in line with God’s blessings, also. 


IV. STEWARDSHIP AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 


The Bible has much to teach about money. A scholar 
counted 153 times in the pages of God’s Word where money 
was mentioned, its acquisition, its appropriation, its applica- 
tion. One in every six verses on the average warns against 
covetousness. Grace is free, entrance into the kingdom of 
God is without money and without price, but for the Chris- 
tian one’s attitude toward money must change. Must we go 
on definitely bowing to the almighty dollar, or dare we rear a 
generation recognizing consistently the Almighty God? The 
future is forming today. It will be honest or crooked, eco- 
nomical or extravagant, selfish or philanthropic, according to 
the way today’s children and young people decide to go. 
Slowly the world is learning that it cannot continue with 
great gulfs between plenty and poverty, with dire need star- 
ing across at waste luxury. The early Christians shared all 
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things, as it says in the second chapter of Acts. Our great 
twentieth century Christian, Kagawa, sets forward the Con- 
sumer’s Co-operative as his economic plan for provision for 
all. Russia rules out God and says communism will supply 
livelihood to all. Different economists advance varying 
theories to relieve the emergency of today’s problem. Limita- 
tion of production seems unjustifiable while children starve 
and parents go undernourished. Better distribution would 
aid many. What plan can Christians adopt? At least we can 
base our own lives on the Golden Rule; we can keep our 
compassion flowing out to answer our brother’s need in some 
tangible way. 


1. A Lesson in Co-operation 


A Girl’s Auxiliary in Oklahoma had a lesson in Christian 
economics one summer. The girls were invited to present 
a model G.A. program at the state G.A. house party. How 
pleased they were! Committees fairly burst into activity. 
They must plan the best program; they must arrange for 
the transportation and the house party fees. Time passed. 
They could scarcely talk of anything else but the house party 
and their important part in its program. Each girl knew 
what she was to do and say. The conversation began to veer 
to new dresses that would go to the house party, to new 
dresses especially for the program presentation. Eleanor, 
important on the program, said nothing, then remarked she 
might not go. The G.A. president noticed her silence, then 
her remark, and instantly knew why. Eleanor’s father had 
been out of work for months, the family living on a frugal 
relief allowance. The G.A. president shifted the conversation, 
but when the girls were gone she went to the counselor. The 
transportation and fees would be cared for by the church and 
the W.M.S.; they did not bother Eleanor, but she would not 
go with only two beginning-to-fade dresses, and stand with 
the girls wearing new ones. What could they do? They 
talked it over calmly from every angle. To give Eleanor a 
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new dress would seem charity; proud, she would not take 
it. A few more G.A.’s talked the situation over. Eleanor 
must go happily. 

At last the plan came. Why not all the G.A.’s at their 
program session wear white dresses, made alike? White In- 
dianhead, each girl making her own dress, would be inex- 
pensive but very effective. The G.A.’s heard their president’s 
suggestion and accepted it enthusiastically. They bought 
the cloth at a reduction, needing so many yards; they cut 
the dresses out together and busy fingers plied needles. Soon 
they were done,—twenty-seven cents apiece. And at the 
G.A. house party how nice they did look! The other G.A.’s 
thought it a delightful G.A. uniform, but a question from 
the adult visitor brought the correct story from the counselor. 
Her girls had learned a wonderful lesson in financial co- 
operation and understanding. Dresses did not matter so much 
after all, personalities counted. Eleanor was the best on the 
program, unhampered by an inferiority feeling because she 
did not have as many new dresses as the others. She wore 
the white one often, and the others proudly joined her in 
their white dresses. People were so much more important 
than clothes; right values were developing indeed. 


2. Tithing and T hriftiness 


““We have been eager to possess for we have been told that 
money is power. We ought to find out the power that may 
be generated by giving: the power set free in the receiver 
and in the giver.” With Paul we must seek to remember the 
words of our Lord Jesus, “how he said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” We must see money as our servant 
going where we cannot. And since adults are so difficult 
to change, it is wise to lead the young to esteem money right- 
ly through missionary education. Tithing is a good beginning, 
but the nine-tenths must also be used for God’s glory. The 
thought and purpose which take out the tithe usually car- 
ry over to a thrifty handling of the rest. High-powered 
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advertisements woo us so much, so many gadgets and whims 
of fashion beguile, that the pressure of desire to save and 
use and spend wisely must be weighty to outbalance them. 
The joy of true sacrificial giving cannot precede the paying 
of the tithe, but it must be developed after that is done. 
The needs of missions, anywhere in God’s world, in any 
phase of kingdom life, often lift to heights of sacrifice. 
Knowing Christ, others must share in that knowledge. It is 
not a matter of pity, but of love. A missionary hero wrote 
from the field. ‘I do not ask you to pity the heathen, for 
pity is often a weak thing which spends itself in tears, and 
then forgets the object of it. But I do ask you with all my 
heart to treat Jesus Christ right.” 

That raises the question: Is it right to receive eternal life 
from those scarred hands, and then give him only the spare 
change we happen to have left after we have supplied our- 
selves with luxuries? 

3. Joy in Giving 

The educated missionary heart knows the right answer— 
first pay the tithe, then bring an offering. Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union began in its earliest days the pleasant task of 
developing a joyous Christmas by making a special gift to 
Christ through missions. After consultation with Dr. 
Tupper of the Foreign Mission Board, in 1888, Miss Lottie 
Moon’s plea for new recruits was answered with a gift of 
$3,000. Annually the Christmas offering, now known as 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, has been received and 
turned over to the Foreign Mission Board for distribution 
according to its announced plans. With 1895 a similar offer- 
ing for home missions was inaugurated and continues under 
the name of the Annie Armstrong offering, in tribute to 
the intrepid leader who wrought so mightily for home mis- 
sions. State offerings are gathered in September or during 
October. Pledges must be made through churches that the 
denomination may manage its extensive affairs in a business- 
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like way, but love speaks out in generous giving beyond the 
pledge at these seasons of prayer and offering. Young peo- 
ple are generous givers during those times. 


4. Small Gifts Grow Large 


“It is the part of wisdom to have more regard for the 
future than the past or present. There is much more prom- 
ise in working among youth than adults. All plans are un- 
satisfactory for the development of a spirit of missions and 
liberality in a person who has come to maturity without 
becoming a missionary worker, while to those who have 
grown up in a missionary atmosphere, the spirit of sacrifice 
becomes second nature.” Woman’s Missionary Union can 
give instance after instance to prove the truth of that quota- 
tion. 


Mrs. F. F. Gibson, wife of the long-time pastor of Walnut 
Street Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky, gave this story 
of her own experience: 

“In the city of my nativity, Louisville, Kentucky, and in 
the historic East Baptist Church where I was converted, mar- 
ried, and where I labored in my youthful years for the Mas- 
ter, was a Missionary Society, composed of a band of 
consecrated, wide-awake women, active in the missionary 
work and service of the Lord. My mother was an active 
member of this society for many years until ill health pre- 
vented her activities. Knowing that service was the greatest 
factor in the life of a young Christian, she asked me one 
Friday afternoon if I would not be willing to go to the 
Missionary Society, represent her, bring home the sewing she 
would gladly do for the ladies, and also bring the news of 
interest of the work and the meeting. Having grown up in 
the midst of these good women, I readily consented, feeling 
very much at home in the meeting and also very important. 

“This particular meeting was an annual meeting, the time 
for the election of officers, and to my amazement I was 
elected secretary. Imagine, if you can, my astonishment, 
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just a girl of sixteen and a school girl and elected secretary 
of a Woman’s Missionary Society. Did I accept? Yes, and 
regarded it one of the honors of my life and held this posi- 
tion until I married. 

“Later in the meeting the president made a touching 
speech, about a matter which was deeply on her heart, a 
Missionary Band for the children of the church, and further 
remarked that her prayer had been answered and suggested 
me as leader. Again I was amazed. Did I accept? Yes. 
Why? Because at my conversion, at eleven years of age, I 
surrendered my heart and life to the Saviour, to go where he 
wanted me to go and to do what he wanted me to do and 
to be willing to do his will in my life. 

“We immediately made our plans for the work and, with 
the enthusiasm of youth, gathered the boys and girls to- 
gether every Saturday afternoon at 2:30, to study and work 
and pray for missions. This Band had no name, and so we 
chose, after much consideration, the name “Buds of Prom- 
ise.” It grew into quite a large band, and I had to ask 
the women to assist us. This they did gladly and in every 
way possible encouraged the leader. 

“We had boys from my Sunday school class and others, 
who cut carpet rags and sewed them and wound them up 
into balls. These were sent to the mountain schools. The 
girls cut quilt pieces and sewed them into blocks, making 
quilts, and the women quilted these and sent them to China. 
We also made gingham aprons. We sold these aprons for 
our ‘Talent Money’ to increase our offerings to foreign mis- 
sions. These offerings were brought once a month to our 
‘open meetings’ to which were invited the mothers and the 
folks of the church, thus gaining their interest. 

“These programs were original, as we had no program 
material; for at that time there were no organizations of 
any kind, except the Sunday school. In my home, however, 
were taken the Western Recorder, the Religious Herald, For- 


54 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


eign Mission Journal, Kind Words. ‘These were guarded 
and kept quite precious to my young life, since these papers 
and my Bible were my tools. 

“When we learned about Sunbeam Bands, we took the 
name of Sunbeam. Well do I remember, being a member 
of the State W.M.U. Central Committee, as a representative 
of my church, for to me it was a high pinnacle of service. 
The State W.M.U. Central Committee at that time met in 
the homes of the members and as I sat in these homes— 
homes of Mrs. Woody, Miss Eliza Broadus, and Mrs. B. G. 
Rees—and heard the discussions of the work, and as I 
handed my Sunbeam report to Mrs. Rees and received her 
plaudit, ‘Fine report—good work,’ the fires of interest were 
kindled and the enthusiasm of youth bubbled over in visions 
of service. 

“Memories bring to me the names of many of these Sun- 
beams. Minnie, the secretary of that Band, is and has been 
a secretary of a large organized class and not so very long 
ago said to me, ‘I learned to be secretary in our Sunbeam 
Band.’ Edna is a consecrated Christian woman, the wife of 
the superintendent of one of our leading Sunday schools in 
the city. Josie, one of the Sunbeams of this early Band, 
came just recently to a church service. I was called to 
meet a friend and that friend proved to be Josie. JI had 
just read, a short time before a letter from Mrs. F. F. Soren, 
of Rio, Brazil, telling of Josie’s most gracious gift of 
$25,000 to the First Baptist Church of Rio. How glad I 
was to read it, for Mrs. Soren was my girlhood chum in 
old East Church. When I met Josie she looked deep down 
into my eyes and clasped my hands and said, ‘Miss Lucile, 
do you remember our little Sunbeam Band in old East 
Church? It was there that I learned my first lesson in 
foreign missions and the conditions of a lost world, and do 
you remember the gingham aprons we made and sold for 
“Talent Money”? I learned then I had a talent for sales- 
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manship, and from that talent God gave me, it was possible 
for me to give the “Love Gift” to Jennie Filson Soren for 
the First Baptist Church of Rio.’ ” 

Some years ago the Sunbeam Band in Lexington, North 
Carolina, set its goal for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering at 
$25. When the ingathering day came they were $4 short 
of their aim. Different ones of the children said they would 
give a nickel, a dime, or more. Elizabeth Hale said, “Mrs. 
Vann, I will give you two dollars.” Mrs. Wann, the leader, 
felt that was perhaps too much. “Well, Elizabeth, we won’t 
put that down yet. That is a large amount to give. Let’s 
ask your mother about it first.” Her sweet face lifted and 
she looked earnestly into the face of her Sunbeam leader, 
“Mrs. Vann, it is my own money. Don’t you know I have 
to help pay someone to be a foreign missionary for me 
until I can go myself?” The question and all it implied 
rather staggered the leader. ‘My dear child, do you want 
to be a foreign missionary?” “Why, yes, of course,” she 
said, “to China. That is why I want to give my money 
and learn all I can through the Sunbeam Band, so when 
I grow up, I will be ready.” The years have passed and 
Elizabeth Hale has grown up, was ready and was appointed 
to Shanghai, China. Missionary education gave her a back- 
ground of information, led her in the joy of giving, even to 
giving herself. ‘There is no monetary equivalent for life.” 

A letter from Mrs. Everett Gill, whose husband has been 
our European representative, written during the summer of 
1938, spoke of a visit to Rome with its crowding memories 
of their early missionary labors. They went again to the 
old Baptist church on Theatre Street where they had wor- 
shiped every Sunday during their service in Rome. She 
remarked, “It was the same church for which I bought a 
brick for ten cents when I was a little girl in Virginia and 
Dr. George Braxton Taylor was raising funds to build this 
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church in Rome. I never dreamed then that it would be 
my church for so many years.” But God knew it all in 
his divine plan for her life and he alone could explain how 
the little brick might have been his first leadership toward 
Italy and Europe. 

During the Sunbeam Fiftieth Anniversary Year, Mr. T. F. 
McCrea, retired missionary from China, living in California, 
wrote to the editor of World Comrades as follows: 

“T have a very tender spot in my heart for the Sunbeams 
because it was as a very small boy in that organization in 
my old home church in Natchez, Mississippi, I did my first 
work for foreign missions, away back in the 1880’s, half a 
century ago. When one of the young women in our 
church organized a Sunbeam Band at our pastor’s request 
I joined it and was made the treasurer of it. 

“Well do I remember the joy and pride that was mine 
when Miss Clough went with me to the post office one day 
and helped me to get a money order to send our collections 
to the Foreign Mission Board. It was not a large sum, less 
than $10.00, as I remember, made up mostly of pennies and 
nickels. Little did that young boy, about eleven years old, 
realize that he was to grow up to be a missionary of that 
same Foreign Mission Board and that he was to handle in 
China many hundreds of thousands of dollars of famine and 
mission funds.” 

So we have plenty of proof of the value of showing chil- 
dren how to give money to missionary purposes; life interest 
follows. 


V. TREASURES IN HEAVEN 


“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, ... but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, . . . for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” How wary mothers 
should be that the heart treasures of growing children are in 
the right place! The rich young ruler was outwardly obedient; 
he was a comely successful person, but his treasure held him; 
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he did not hold the treasure and he missed God’s best place in 
the kingdom. Did the religious leaders of his youth fail him? 
A similar mistake must not be made with boys of today, 
or girls or young women. Through missionary education 
let us set their treasures on high. 

Any denominational debt shows our laxness all too plainly. 
Women have always abhorred debt, and Woman’s Mission- 
ary Union has been and is typical of womanhood in this re- 
spect. Early minutes record the young organization helping 
to pay off home and foreign mission debts, then grieved that 
in a few months “both boards are in debt again.” 

Miss Heck sounded a straightforward note when she said, 
“Write over every debt ‘robbed of God’ and you write the 
truth.” 

In days when expansion of mission effort is possible, good 
stewards will not hold back the progress of Christ’s Kingdom 
by planning His work to fit their gifts, but will fit their 
gifts to His advancing Kingdom. Money is to be an agent 
in doing work for Christ and should be devoted to that in- 
stead of to other uses. 

It is not merely that the money is misplaced but spiritual 
graces disappear or are stunted in those who should have 
prevented the debts or expanded the work of Christ by their 
tithes and gifts. 

In depression years, Roger Babson urged Christians to keep 
churches from discouragedly writing “delay” over their 
budgets because of debts, by drawing on the spiritual re- 
sources which are frequently overlooked in prosperous, easy 
times. He warned that “the value of investments depends 
not so much upon the strength of our banks as upon the 
strength of our churches. The religion of the community 
is the bulwark of our investments.” On the other hand, 
the “religion of the community” is determined by the direc- 
tion of the mind-set and heart-purpose of its young people 
who build the community tomorrow. Will they be stew- 
ards and continue the work of Christ faithfully, or will it 
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fail because of “tweak hands and feeble knees” untrained 
in service, unskilled as stewards? 


1. Blessings Follow Tithing 


Counselors and leaders take great pains to explain that 
the blessings promised to tithers are not necessarily material 
blessings. To give the idea that more money will always 
follow the reduction of the cash on hand by the payment 
of one’s tithe would be a mistake. God’s blessings over- 
flow in many channels and the devoted heart receives them 
all with gratitude, acknowledging a stewardship of all of 
life, not merely of possessions. 

Riches of living are of many sorts and kinds. A keen- 
minded Christian business man was heard to ask when some- 
one referred to a certain man as “rich,” “Is he rich, or has 
he just got money?” The honest tither may not become 
rich as money counts, but his soul will wax rich and his 
garments be bright in righteousness. He understands the 
blessedness of growth in grace in the real worship which 
accompanies the payment of the tithe and the presentation 
of the gift beyond the tithe. ‘Worship’ is a picture word. 
It finds its origin in the feudal days of England. A serf 
would live on a plot of ground for a year; then on an 
annual occasion, he would take his two hands full of dirt 
from that plot and going before the landlord would kneel 
and place his two cupped hands in the hand of the owner, 
saying “worth-ship.” In this simple act he acknowledged the 
obeisance of one dependent, the obligation of one who served, 
the debt of the subject to the overlord. Our worship recog- 
nizes all this—our dependence, our obligation, our debt. We 
are not our own; we are bought with a price. Can you look 
to that good day when young people grow up living as 
bought-ones, walking with a sense of belonging to God? The 
reflex value of missionary activity lies here. With a world 
consciously, intelligently on one’s heart, the young Christian 
grows in such full stewardship of life. 
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2. Sunday and Stewardship 

The question of Sunday observance is at base, one of faith- 
ful stewardship. It is very tedious and of little value to re- 
strain youthful activities by straight negation, but Sunday 
is not supposed to be a national holiday; it is a holy day of 
worship. Breaking from the minutiae of Jewish law regard- 
ittg-the sabbath, America swings far to the other side of the 
pendulum of observance. Naturally the idea of not wearing 
a hairpin because that was carrying a burden, of not light- 
ing a fire because that was actual toil, of limiting a walk to 
an arbitrary two miles as a sabbath’s journey, and so on, was 
ridiculed by Jesus and such regulations were set aside by his 
plucking grain on the sabbath as he walked through the 
field, by his enigmatic remark, “The sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the sabbath.” But what must he think 
of our typical American Sunday with its movies, its commer- 
cial amusements, its decreasing church attendance? How 
shall we help our young people to know what to do on Sun- 
day? Sunday school and church, Baptist Training Union and 
church, but the hours between? Missionary education will 
help them with its opening up of vast vistas through books 
of biography, through zest for knowledge of countries to be 
obtained by reading missionary books and magazines. 


3. Stewardship in Reading 


Woman’s Missionary Union gives publicity to books pro- 
duced by Southern Baptists’ Foreign and Home Mission 
Boards, as well as to books of merit in missionary content 
published by individuals and those of the Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement with its headquarters in New York. Woman’s 
Missionary Union has developed a missionary magazine litera- 
ture for young people, said by unprejudiced readers to be 
second to none. World Comrades for girls and Ambassador 
Life for boys under sixteen years of age, bring every month 
stories and incidents, articles and news, all related to the 
kingdom of God, but all interestingly written and attrac- 
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tively presented. The Window of Y.W.A. brings a simi- 
larly inviting magazine to young women every month. The 
subscription for each magazine is only a dollar a year, yet 
so satisfying is each that it maintains itself by its own sub- 
scription list without denominational subsidy. These maga- 
zines in the homes are ready for Sunday reading. There are 
enlistment visits, or local mission activities, planned by the 
missionary education organizations which may be carried out 
to God’s glory instead of spending the afternoon hours in idle 
Visiting. 
4. Stewardship in All of Life 


Sometimes in summary fashion someone says, “God expects 
of us one-tenth of our incomes, one-seventh of our time.” 
God is not so restricted in his expectations. All belongs to 
him; no money should be spent in a way displeasing to him; 
no time allowed to pass by occupied in a manner unbecom- 
ing to a Christian. Choices must be made continually. It 
is the purpose of Woman’s Missionary Union to motivate 
life with loyal devotion to the King and his coming king- 
dom to the end that choice will fall on the side which 
contributes to that kingdom’s progress. Young people are 
not interested in a puny program. Youth in Russia rallies to 
a revolution whose objective is to reach the population of 
the round world. Youth in Italy was challenged with the 
slogan Italia Irredenta, and in Germany youth was courageous 
to match their ill advised dream of Deutschland Ueber Alles. 

Christ calls, “Follow me” and leads on to the kingdom of 
God. The church voices his call and interprets it for each 
generation. But the church needs specialized agencies for par- 
ticular phases of its life. The Bible must be taught and the 
Sunday school waits to teach it; but how can a teacher unfold 
all the world plan of God’s Word in one period a week? There 
must be training for church membership, doctrinally, devo- 
tionally, from a missionary standpoint and therefore the Bap- 
tist Training Union waits to train young people in church 
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membership; but how can it adequately include all of mission 
history, progress, and needs in its once-a-week program? 
The church turns to Woman’s Missionary Union, asking her 
to supplement its other efforts, to give major emphasis to 
missions. Woman’s Missionary Union seeks to be faithful to 
that trust. Week after week in Sunbeam Band, Girls’ Aux- 
iliary, Royal Ambassador Chapter, and Young Woman’s 
Auxiliary, young people find their lives expanding, respond- 
ing to the world needs, choosing to line up loyally with af- 
fairs of kingdom progress rather than with other midweek 
activities less worthy in their purpose and nature. Through 
the persistent, faithful organizations of missionary education 
they see all of life as a stewardship and set their sails toward 
the beckoning horizons where the kingdom advances on 
geographical, economic, moral, and social frontiers. Woman’s 
Missionary Union must not fail Christ and his church in her 
God-given mission of missionary education. What is your 
Women’s Missionary Society doing for the young people of 
your church who will be the church of tomorrow? An ever 
increasing multitude of young people are caught in the 
world’s clamor, “‘befooled into soothing their nerves, smooth- 
ing their throats, sweetening their breath, whitening their 
teeth, strengthening their muscles, stimulating their brains 
with cigarettes.” Many are beguiled by the “cocktail hour,” 
by the gambler’s hope of something for nothing. What is 
their sense of stewardship of life? It is obviously not related 
to their everyday habits of living. The organizations of 
Woman’s Missionary Union can help tie up their thinking by 
the individual influence of consecrated counselor on each 
member of Sunbeam Band, Girls’ Auxiliary, Young Woman’s 
Auxiliary, or Royal Ambassador Chapter; they give the as- 
surance of a great company of young people pressing on 
together toward a shining kingdom goal, not permitting the 
lackadaisical interest typical of isolated units. Personal atti- 
tudes are governed by ultimate life aims. 
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— 


R. A. ALLEGIANCE 


pledge myself 
to try to live worthily of the name of our order; 
to guard my lips against profanity and untruth; 
to keep my body clean and useful; 
to study the lives of noble ambassadors set forth in God’s Word and in 
world history; 
to give what I can to support missions, and in every possible deed of 
service to help bring in Christ’s Kingdom. 
assert my allegiance to Jesus Christ, my desire to live for him and 
serve him always. 
will “Live pure, 
Speak truth, 
Right wrong, 
Follow the Christ, the King, 
Else wherefore born?” 


G.A. STAR IDEALS 


Abiding in Him Through Prayer. 

Advancing in Wisdom by Bible Study. 

Acknowledging My Stewardship (Giving). 

Adorned with Good Works 

Accepting the Challenge of the Great Commission (Mission Study). 


Y.W.A. IDEALS 


Our ideals are symbolized by the five pearls in our Young Woman’s Aux- 


iliary pin: 

Thoughtful study of the missionary message of the Bible 

Prayer for missions and missionaries 

Comprehensive study of missions 

Devoted community missions activity for the spiritually and physically 
needy around us 

Regular and proportionate giving to world-wide missions 


OUR DEDICATION 


In loyal devotion to Christ I dedicate myself: 


To pray and to study God’s Word 

To study about God’s work in His world and the advance of His 
Kingdom 

To give thought, time and means to hasten the day when all men shall 
know Christ 

To total abstinence personally and to interest others in the promotion 
of the great cause of total abstinence 

To Christian observance of Sunday 
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To consideration, gentleness and Christian responsibility for the other 
young women with whom I come in contact in my home, my com- 
munity, and to the ends of the earth. 

I will seek to maintain for myself and be an example to others of the 
highest standard of private and public integrity, and 

To make my personal appearance, speech and manner such as becomes 
the purity and beauty of the Christlike character, living a radiant 
and convincing life in all social relationships. 


The Royal Ambassadors and Girls’ Auxiliary Allegiance 
and Y.W.A. Ideals help our young people by definite, con- 
cise statements which often repeated build grooves of re- 
sistance against temptation. The rich purposefulness of liv- 
ing to help create the kind of world Jesus Christ dreamed of 
in the kingdom of God lifts above littleness of whim and fad 
into the real sacredness of stewardship of all of one’s per- 
sonality. This way lies permanent happiness. Are the young 
people of your church having midweek opportunity to learn 
these invaluable lessons? 


THIRD INTERLUDE 


The associational mission study chairman looked at her 
report with rejoicing. “It is the best we have ever had!” 
she exclaimed. ‘“‘That mission study institute did it.” Mrs. 
Klever turning in at her driveway, she went to greet her 
and shared with her the good news. 

“Tm so glad. I knew that if we could get the teachers 
to using handwork, and giving the Sunbeams and G.A.’s 
and R.A.’s a chance for expressional activity, we would 
make progress. It is amazing what clever things they can 
do with practically nothing—you know, bits of cardboard, 
colored paper, cloth. I get excited myself when I start 
a mission study book!” 

“Of course, you do, and that’s why you stir up so much 
enthusiasm in them,” gratefully acknowledged the mission 
study chairman. 

“I’m going out to that school of missions you assigned 
me at Sleepy Hollow this week, and I wanted you to know 
that the new school teacher there, Miss Reddy, is leading the 
Girls’ Auxiliary. She was Y.W.A. president of her college 
Y.W.A. Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A. they call it, and she’s 
keen. The girls will love it. I told her you’d let her borrow 
your pile of clippings and pictures about Indians, because, 
of course, she didn’t bring a lot of that with her. You will, 
won’t you? I'll take it along now. And the new principal 
told me that he was once a Royal Ambassador. He will 
teach the boys. They haven’t a chapter, but I’ll warrant 
they will have soon after the mission study class. He’s to 
have his class outdoors around a campfire every night. He 
said that would give Indian atmosphere easily. He will use 
your material with Miss Reddy, too. Aren’t you glad you 
have squirrel propensities and hang onto crumbs of every- 
thing which may turn out to be valuable in mission study? 
I am anyway. Your pictures, your curios, your clippings, 
oh, my!” Mrs. Klever stopped to gasp in gratitude. 
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“Who will have the Sunbeams? I take it that you will 
lead the Y.W.A.’s in their study.” 

“Yes, I will. I’m taking Jane Loving from our own 
Y.W.A. out for the Sunbeam class. And Mr. Willing is going 
along to teach a class for the men and women. ‘That is my 
crowning achievement!” 

“Jf I wasn’t busy at Stony Point I’d go with you just to 
see Sleepy Hollow wake up when they begin to feel home 
mission needs stirring them. Look at New Hope and at 
Lydia; they are really beginning to live up to their names 
since missions opened their eyes to Christian realities. Now 
they go right on with many mission study classes. 

“Ruth Brown told me she decided she could go to college 
when they studied about Africa and she saw black girls want 
to go and pray and try and finally go. She prayed and 
worked, and look at her—assistant dean at her own college. 
Don’t tell me mission study, missionary knowledge, doesn’t 
do more for the folks themselves after all, than for the ones 
we study about! Let’s get the material. I wonder what it 
will do out at Sleepy Hollow!” 

“Don’t forget to send to the state W.M.U. headquarters 
for the attractive awards you need when you finish,” she 
called to Mrs. Klever as she was leaving. 

“I won’t. I believe the examination helps them remember, 
and they like the recognition for work well done which the 
award gives,” she called back. 
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CHAPTER III 


HOW FAR CAN YOU SEE? 


Noted optical companies with widespread advertising are 
seeking to arouse our American population to the value of 
one’s eyes. One company displays a learned doctor in the act 
of placing spectacles in front of a young woman’s eyes, with 
the caption, ““That eyes may see better and farther.” An- 
other gives a picture of assorted telescopes, spectacles, field 
glasses, with the wording, “To greater vision through optical 
science.” We are warned that only ten children in one 
hundred at nine years of age have so-called perfect eyesight, 
while at the other extreme of eye condition, one in eight 
should have immediate attention lest complete blindness re- 
sult. School systems hasten to provide for annual eye tests 
to avoid strain, danger of increasing sight difficulties, failure 
or slow progress in class studies. 


I. SpriruaL VIsIon 


Christ urged his followers to “look upon the fields.” Our 
spiritual eyesight evidently is impaired, for we do not see 
clearly that “they are white, ready unto harvest,” or we 
would hasten to action for him. Will the church provide 
adequately to overcome such lack? ‘The two good “eyes” 
in missions would add that force which is lacking in Chris- 
tians. We would see better the great unconverted areas of 
human life near at hand; we would see better the geographi- 
cal sections needing heralds of the gospel. Through mis- 
sions spiritual eyes ‘‘see better and farther.” 

Bringing the second slogan over into the field of kingdom 
expansion, we might read it “To spiritual vision through 
mission information.” 
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It is strange that our spiritual perception is so lacking. 
Seeing Christ as our own Saviour should send us with speed 
to all who do not know his saving and sustaining power. 
At Oberammergau in the decade presentation of the Passion 
Play the audience watches Mary as she sees the Christus 
risen from the tomb. He speaks to her, calling her by name 
as we are told in John 20. As she bows before him he steps 
away through the garden. Lifting her eyes to look again 
on his matchless face, Mary finds herself alone. The libretto 
translation helps those who cannot understand her excited 
outcry, “Oh, my teacher! He has disappeared. I see him 
not. But I have seen him! I have heard his voice! He, the 
Godlike, has come back to life again; the merciful friend 
of sinners, the Saviour of all who believe in him. Oh, would 
that I could send my voice throughout the world, that moun- 
tains and rocks, sky and earth would give it echo! Hallelu- 
jah! He is risen!” And in ecstasy of exultation and fleet 
purpose Mary runs from the platform to tell the others the 
good news. 

Perhaps in our accustomed Christianity of today we do 
not see so clearly the majestic miracle of the salvation Christ 
offers. At any rate the small size of our gifts and the in- 
difference of our praying show that we need the urge of 
clamoring need to spur us to tell the others, who yet do not 
know of Christ’s example in life, his redemption in death, 
his power through the resurrection. We must put on the 
extra lenses of missionary information that our laggard spirits 
may be pulled to some semblance of fulfilment of his ex- 
pectation that we speed the message, and of obedience to his 
direct command that we go into all the world. 

If we do love the world as God loves it, we shall care to 
build a different kind of world, according to his plan. It can 
hardly be that the Prince of Peace planned a world bristling 
with armaments and fighting, potentially or actually. It 
can hardly be that the Lover of all races is pleased with racial 
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prejudice and antagonism. It can hardly be that the Friend 
of little children is not grieved when they are deprived of 
childhood’s rights of adequate home protection, education, 
and play. It can hardly be that the One who lifted woman- 
hood is content seeing womanhood degraded by environment 
or personal habit, drudging in unrelieved toil, hope all but 
gone, ambition for self and family never wakened or quickly 
snuffed out. It cannot be that the One who gave the para- 
bles of satisfied workmen is unmoved by unemployment, un- 
derpaid labor in contrast to overgreedy capital, debauched 
manhood incapacitated by intoxicating liquor or preventable 
disease. It cannot be that he who died for the lost world 
is not pained that his followers move so slowly to reach the 
utmost limits or the nearest neighbor with convincing presen- 
tation of the glad tidings of life in him. 

1. Women in Kingdom Growth 

Jesus deliberately chose the plan of gradual expansion of 
the knowledge of God the Father rather than spectacular im- 
mediate triumph for his reign, but he expected growth. The 
parables of the kingdom speak of its growth—a grain of 
mustard seed growing into a great tree; a bit of leaven in 
a lump multiplying until the whole lump is changed; a man 
sowing seed and waiting for it to germinate, grow, and re- 
produce; a treasure which a merchant enlarges his fields 
to possess; a net gathering in all it surrounds. The kingdom 
belongs to such as are like children, growing (for growth 
is the essence of the kingdom), and helping the Heavenly 
Father as children like to help their earthly parents. And 
now “its illimitable possibilities tremble upon the threshold 
of our awareness and our choice. The kingdom of God is 
at hand.” It depends on the clarity of our vision of Christ 
and of missions whether we reach out and claim it or not. 
Unless we see we shall let the opportunity pass, areas of life 
will go on unchanged, lost people will go on in their lostness. 


But the church can change individual eyes as the school 


a 
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does, correcting, strengthening, balancing—the church can 
do this through missionary education. This is the special 
function of its auxiliary, Woman’s Missionary Union. For 
women have time and women do not mind details of learning 
facts and stories and planning programs and providing at- 
tractive things. Women must use their gifts of leadership in 
the church or they will go out to clubs and affiliations be- 
yond the church life. These may be harmless, they may be 
harmful; these may be worth while, they may be worthless; 
these may be good in purpose, but are they best in purpose, 
in accord with God’s world purpose? What are the women 
of your church spending their time doing—kingdom work, 
or purely social, literary, musical, scholastic? The function 
of women in the church life must be recognized and con- 
served or it will be lost. Through Woman’s Missionary 
Union the church’s woman power can be used and blessed. 
Organizations of young people need leaders, counselors, mis- 
sion study teachers, pianists, leaders for plays, games, hand- 
work—would it not be the part of wisdom to use your 
women, older ones and younger ones, use all the different 
ones, rather than habitually asking the faithful few to do too 
much? In missionary education organizations—Sunbeam 
Bands, Girls’ Auxiliaries, Young Woman’s Auxiliaries, Royal 
Ambassador Chapters, there is a place for the talents of each 
and all to be used for Christ’s glory. 


2. Children Learning the Need 


A Sunbeam Band leader in Shawnee, Oklahoma, read 
Romans 10:14-15 and talked of the mission needs of the 
world. After a pause one fine little boy looked up with 
solemn eyes and said, “Well, I guess it’s just up to us.” Mis- 
sionary education showed him in his early years needs he 
would remember all his life. Missionary authorities tell us 
that 70 per cent of the world’s population still worship 
amulets, charms, fetishes: there is need. They say that if 
one selects ten men from an aggregate of the population of 
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all the nations of the world on the average only one will be 
a Christian, six have never heard Christ’s name, the others 
have heard a little but not enough to follow: there is need. 


3. Across Racial Barriers 


Another Sunbeam ieader was using the play spirit of child- 
hood, and pretending visitors came from different lands. A 
knock, and in imagination a child from China was at their 
door. “Why did you come?” ‘To play with you.” They 
invited her in to play with them. Another knock and a 
dainty little girl from Japan stood in their mind’s eye; 
politely she was invited in. So they came, girls and boys of 
all the world, and the Sunbeams spoke to them all in the 
reality of child fancy. The last one was a little Negro boy. 
“Why did you come?” “You can’t play with us, you’re 
black,” spoke up a child’s voice. “I only wanted to learn 
about Jesus,” put in the leader for the imaginary black boy. 
“You can’t,” “Go away,” “We don’t want you here,” said 
different ones. “I’m sorry,” said the leader. ‘You see, 
you will have to go away. Good-by.” It was a daring play, 
of course, but breaking down racial prejudice will require 
much Christian daring. There was a moment of silence. 
Almost they could hear the pad of black feet dragging away 
from a closed door. The children looked at each other puz- 
zled. ‘Then the loveliest little girl in soft pink dress sprang 
from her chair and flung herself in the Sunbeam leader’s 
arms, “Call him back. We were just kidding.” When they 
saw, even as little children, how tragic the result of racial 
superiority, they had to change. Missions helps all of God’s 
children to know that we are one family in him. 

God’s children speak in different tongues, 
With different things to say, 

And different tasks and different toys, 
And many a different way; 

And some are dark and some are fair, 


And some are scarcely known; 
But each is kin to all the rest, 
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And each the Father’s own. 

Touch hands around the rolling world, 
Call clear from sea to sea, 

That brothers, sisters are we all 
In God’s great family. 


_—From Songs and Plays for Children, by 
DANIELSON AND CONANT 


4. God’s Family 


A group of children were talking. ‘God surely has a big 
family, hasn’t he?” Another said, ‘Yes, he’s Father to the 
Chinese boys and girls, too.” A third said, “My father would 
hate to have such a big family.” And a fourth added, ““God 
is bigger than your father.” Understanding that we are one 
family increases our comprehension of God, and being one 
family we must certainly live as true children of the King, 
not greedy or selfish, not grasping and unlovely, not hating 
or criticizing one another. There is much kingdom growing 
to be done before mankind manifests real brotherhood and 
kindness. 

A letter from a G.A. counselor to a state young people’s 
leader, said, “We had a very interesting mission study for 
our Junior G.A. We used Friends in Nippon. We had five 
class periods, beginning Monday afternoon with a Japanese 
tea party. We made posters of the things Japan gave the 
world; also made a scrapbook of Japanese life. We used 
the map of Japan, marking our stations and fields of activi- 
ty, with the picture of the missionary working in each. The 
gitls enjoyed the study and asked, ‘When are we going to have 
another?? One said, ‘I just love the Japanese’; another ‘I 
feel as if I had been to Japan’; and still another, ‘That is 
the kind of work I want to do when I grow up: missionary 
work.’ I feel that the effort and time were not wasted.” 
Wasted? With all the antagonistic feeling so easily gen- 
erated for Japan in these years, could a seed of AOR des: 
friendliness be wasted? 
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A Junior G.A. in North Carolina studied Topsy Turvy 
Twins, a book about our work in Africa, ably accompanied 
with up-to-date teaching helps. A fostering circle made 
two black cloth dolls. The children laughingly named one 
Topsy, the other Turvy, and followed them through many 
strange, funny, and pathetic adventures that made far- 
away Africa seem very close. When the study class was 
completed, the G.A. went to visit and cheer a crippled Negro 
girl, putting their quickened interest into use, not letting it 
dissipate itself in mere long-distance sentimentality. Mis- 
sions must lead to action; the word itself is full of going 
with a message of transforming love. 


IJ. SEEKING CuHrIsT’s Way 


Economic conditions need changing, industrial situations 
must be smoothed out, problems of capital and labor must be 
solved, a new policy in regard to prohibition of intoxicating 
liquors must be evolved; what and how are vexing questions. 
Viewing the whole scope of missions, all these matters are in- 
cluded. ‘The Gospel of Christ contains a message, not only 
for the individual soul but for the world of social organiza- 
tions and economic relations in which individuals live. . . . 
If Christ’s followers are to be faithful to their Master, they 
must try all social and economic systems by the standard 
which he reveals. It is their task to realize love, not merely 
in their own hearts, but in the social order, and in the 
daily transactions of the factory and the market place” 
(International Missionary Council at Jerusalem). 

Study and attempt must find Christ’s way in this maze of 
difficult problems. At the close of a week of mission study, 
the Royal Ambassadors came before the Woman’s Missionary 
Society for the presentation of their mission study awards. 
The mission study chairman asked the boys to tell what the 
study of the biography Livingstone the Pathfinder had meant 
to them. One of the boys, no coat, suspenders showing, 
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keen-eyed and straightforward, quickly said, “We liked it, 
and all of us boys are going to be pathfinders.” 


1. Missions and Peace 
The world has need of those who will find paths that lead 


to economic security, adequate livelihood, sufficient educa- 
tion, wholesome recreation for all; weary with its blundering, 
it must rejoice at the echo of such purpose in the hearts of 
Royal Ambassadors. We need such “pathfinders” who know 
the way of Christ in all areas of life. The church must lead 
in such realms as well as in definite evangelistic efforts, and 
the future church will be led by the men who are boys today 
and the women who are now girls. They are God’s next 
people. A mission study teacher had completed her presen- 
tation of the life of Lottie Moon. The class of young women 
had been interested keenly in this dauntless woman. ‘What 
is the most valuable lesson you learned from this biography 
of Lottie Moon?” was the last question of the test. “Toler- 
ance,” wrote one of the young women. What a lesson for 
the world today! The church must lead an agonized world 
to the tolerance, the love which brings permanent peace. 
Missions opens eyes wide to the futility of war. How can 
one hate and kill the boys and girls whom one has come to 
know and admire through mission programs and mission 
study classes? “I wish I could play with Ah Fu,” sighed 
Alice as her aunt closed the small book, Ab Fu, a River 
Boat Boy, with its story of the boat children of China! 
Edward Bok said, “I do not look for a miracle but I look 
for a beginning. Before the world can have peace it must 
think in terms of peace.” Here is that beginning. 


; In hearts too young for enmity, 
Here lies the way to make men free; 
When children’s sympathies are worldwide, 
New ages will be glorified. 
Let child love child and wars will cease, 
Disarm their hearts—this way lies peace. 
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2. Gradual Progress 


Miss Fannie E. S. Heck, in her president’s address in 
Nashville, said, “Begin a campaign of education_for_the 
years, not for the year. “Teach the child to think God’s 
thoughts for the nations ere yet the clash of arms dulls his 
ear to the Father’s voice. Give us the children of today 
for missions and we take the world for Christ tomorrow.” 
This is the way of the kingdom: not sudden upheavals 
of change but quiet force; not battles but a Baby and a 
star and tender potentialities to be developed and cherished 
mightily into a beautiful new world. Amos Wells put it 
graphically, “You want the river to change its course? You 
need not go and stand on the bank shouting ‘Great River, 
flow another way.’ It will not hear, nor heed. But go 
back to its source in the mountain and push the wet dirt to 
one side and wait for it to make a new channel.” We 
must have a stream of world citizens coming to refresh the 
smug current of civilization; let us go back and change the 
attitudes of children and young people and pray for the new 
world that they must build. 


3. A Missionary Atmosphere 


Missionary facts in programs that center on missions 
without other points of consideration, mission study classes, 
mission literature—these will open eyes to “look upon the 
fields,” and complete, successful missionary education will 
build right attitudes befitting Christian world citizens. “The 
human eye together with its nerve system is not merely a 
physical organ of sight; it is also a railroad system carrying 
building material to the self just back of it.” So the seeing 
eye of missions sends back material for developed Christian 
character building. Mission-minded people grow in mission 
atmosphere. The inspiring organization must needs be sat- 
urated with purposeful missionary zeal to become a life- 
molding force. 
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4. Value of Mission Study Class 


Often attendance at Mission study classes has been urged 
as if the benefit would be to the class. The uninitiated goes 
with a sort of “Lady Bountiful” air as if deserving thanks 
for her presence. The fact is that few courses of study 
leave such deposit of blessing in the heart and mind of the 
student as the well-conducted mission study class. The boy 
who asked for a “Foreign Admission Book” was correct; a 
mission book does admit one to a great deal. It is far more 
than paper and printer’s ink; it is very life, a whole new life 
in an expanding world kingdom. 


III. Broap Horizons 
1. Dangers of Provincialism 


Certainly, with the well-selected mission book as a basic 
text its presentation can do much for a young person. It 
may be a biography, or it may be a picture of life in a 
given country or section of a country; it may be a history 
of the progress of the knowledge of Christ across a stated 
period of time or as he moves into a certain nation. In any 
case it will be of appreciable educational value. All people 
are at best beset by provincialism. We measure distance from 
our own doorstep and most of us do not use long measuring 
rods; we are content at home. 

It does not matter which land is ours, there is home! there 
is the center; beyond that home, that center, we feel that 
life cannot amount to much in comparison. The little Japa- 
nese girl enumerated the colors of people in the world— 
“There are brown and red, and black and white, and skin- 
color.” Naturally from her point of view, they were ex- 
actly that. 

“The world is something like an egg,” 
Said Mr. Gok to me. 
“The yellow, that is China, 


And the white that is the sea. 
The other little countries 
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Like America and France 
Are tiny specks out in the sea— 
You know that at a glance.” 


You think him very ignorant; 
But tell me, if you can, 

Have you a bigger, broader world 
Than had this Chinese man? 
Or is your world just like an egg, 

And would the yellow be 
America; while China land 
Is a speck out in the sea? 


—From The True Tale of Jade Flower, 
by EvetynN WorTHLEY SITES 


We need to know more about the world than the short- 
wave position of a given international radio station on the 
dial. It is an amazingly small world, as someone puts it, an 
apartment-house world. But many people are not on speak- 
ing or even nodding terms in a modern apartment house, 
and as Christians we must be on understanding and loving 
and sharing terms with all of God’s family. That comes 
about through the seeing eyes of missions. We need to know 
all we can about all the different people and places of our 
compact world—what background of history have they? 
What is the topography of their country? What is their gen- 
eral state of civilization, their language development, their 
habits, their customs, their belief about nature, the universe, 
God? Here is a liberal factual education at the beginning of 
mission study. “The educated man does not view the world 
from his parish steeple,” said Voltaire. “To the educated man 
no country is foreign,” said Confucius, sage of China. We 
need maps, contour maps, pictorial maps, globes. We must 
visualize geographical positions, first a place to people, then to 
meet the inhabitants. That was Carey’s plan. He read a 
book, The Voyages of Captain Cook, and that awakened a 
beginning compassion for benighted men. Soon, as village 
school teacher, he was teaching geography. He had a wall 
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map to which he pinned clippings, items of information re- 
garding this place and that. He had also one of the earliest 
globes of the world; he made it out of scraps of leather, in- 
dicating continents by different colors in the leather and as 
he taught the children, the great missionary idea entered his 
mind and became the passion of his soul. He saw faces be- 
hind the places, 

John T. McCutcheon, cartoonist and novelist, said, “Give 
me a map. I can learn as much from it as from any book.” 
Probably he could because he made it more than a study to 
see the condition of the roads between two given points, 
where the highways intersected, and what number, U. S. or 
state, to follow. 


2. Appreciating Life in All Lands 


But we shall learn more than geography in mission study; 
there is the fascinating history of the rise of each nation, its 
entering into the whirl of world trade, the result of that 
venture to its population. There is the story of its woman- 
hood, its medical opportunities, or its crude superstitions, its 
primitive houses and home life, the development of its writ- 
ten language, the evolution of its school system, its music, 
the native foods, the mode of dress—there is everything to 
be learned that will give reality, for out of seeing with the 
mind comes seeing with the heart and that means kingdom 
progress. These new understandings open appreciation of 
other nations and the contribution they have to make to 
the progress of the world. 

When we see that other nations have a distinct contribu- 
tion to make to the practice of true Christianity, to the 
bringing in of the kingdom, our eyes are giving us cultural 
lessons which lead us forward spiritually, and strengthen our 
commitment to kingdom tasks. The late Dr. J. F. Love, 
secretary of the Foreign Mission Board until his heart broke 
for a lost world, said: “In the presence of a sanctified whole- 
hearted devotion to the one great ideal of world evangeliza- 
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tion, waywardness and worldliness cannot but wither, selfish- 
ness and covetousness be broken up and the idle become the 
religiously industrious.” 


IV. Booxs Propucinc MIssIONARIES 


This is what the world needs. Not a new kind of me- 
chanical power, not a new motor to snatch energy from 
the sun, but a renaissance of character—and it can come 
through missionary education as a world burden breaks 
through our traditional compromising Christianity and throws 
us on the competence of Christ for strength. The constant 
impact of missionary education in W.M.U. gives just this 
missionary information through personalities, books, and pro- 
grams. It is amazing to realize what part books have had 
in missions. Adoniram Judson, one of the young men who 
awoke American Christians to the missionary task and be- 
came the famous pioneer of American missionaries, candidly 
filled out his application blank for appointment with the 
Baptist Society for the Propagation of the Gospel among the 
Heathen. To the questions, ““When did you decide to go to 
the heathen?” and “What led you to think on the subject?” he 
replied, “February, 1810. Read Buchanan’s Star in the East, 
September, 1809.” Henry Martin read the memoirs of David 
Brainard and became the revered missionary to Persia. 

Henrietta Hall Shuck, first American woman missionary to 
China, filled out a questionnaire for the Foreign Mission 
Board after she was already serving in China. Her experience 
had not dimmed her remembrance of the book which turned 
her thoughts to foreign service. “When did you decide to go 
to the heathen and what led you to think of the subject?” 
read the question, just as it had for Adoniram Judson. Hen- 
rietta Hall Shuck’s answer was quickly penned: “I decided 
to go to the heathen in March, 1834. Reading the memoirs 
of Mrs. Judson caused me first to think of the subject. A 
deep and abiding yearning for their souls and a conviction 
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that God pointed me thither caused me to decide.” What 
if the book had not been put into her hands? Who would 
have been that first American woman missionary to China, 
that first Baptist woman missionary to China, the founder of 
the first girls’ school in China? Now her life as told in the 
biography Pioneering for Jesus is an example for missionary 
zeal among girls and young women. And the story of the 
life of Ann Hasseltine Judson, Ann of Ava, by Ethel Hub- 
bard, continues to be the inspiration to more devoted Chris- 
tian living to literally thousands of girls and young women. 
It has been translated for Y.W.A.’s in Rumania, in China, in 
Brazil, and in Japan. The translating in Rumania was done 
by a Y.W.A. member who read English, and was so blessed 
by this book that she wanted all the other girls who could not 
read English to have it in their own language. So she took 
upon herself the tedious task of changing English into Ru- 
manian. The Brazilian printer who set the type wept as he 
read of Ann Hasseltine Judson’s sufferings for Christ, and 
the tears melted his resistance to the gospel. In missionary 
succession, books hold a prominent place. Biography is grip- 
ping when it holds the breath of life as missionary biography 
does. Stories and incidents have their influential part also. 
John Scudder, a young doctor, waited impatiently in a New 
York office for an interview. He picked up a mere leaflet 
about pagan conditions in India and the need for Christian 
workmen there. That tract led to the dedication of his 
life to India’s healing; a long procession of his children and 
theirs down to the present generation followed him in mis- 
sion service there until the family has given more than a 
thousand years of service in the stronghold of Hinduism. 


1. Stories Are Important 


Today mission stories are eloquent in their presentation 
of facts and progress and needs. The three mission maga- 
zines, World Comrades, Ambassador Life, and The Window 
of Y.W.A., bring these stories month after month; they may 
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become life and success in Christian growth as read in the 
home or as told in missionary education meetings. 

Kate Douglas Wiggin said, “I would rather be the chil- 
dren’s storyteller than the king’s counselor or the queen’s 
favorite.” Counselors may guide kings for a while, and the 
queen’s favorite have a heyday of popularity and influence, 
but the children’s storyteller makes permanent impressions 
that change all the future. G. Stanley Hall, eminent educa- 
tionist, said, “Let me tell the stories of a nation and I care 
not who writes textbooks.” Churches can assure and insure 
the future for missions if through missionary stories they 
capture the children’s hearts for missions. A Junior G.A. 
in Texas wrote in a letter for World Comrades: ‘Mission 
study helps develop a child because when told a story of some 
children who never heard of jesus, it makes them want to do 
more and be more in the sight of God.” It was her own expe- 
rience in missions. She had rejoiced in the actual learning 
about other people. It had satisfied her curiosity. She had 
seen persons in action in the busy life of the missionaries. 
There had been adventure, and pioneering, and a bit of his- 
tory, all the reading features a junior delights in; but most 
of all the interest in the kingdom that touched her own 
heart. 


2. Reading Habits 


There is no time in life when reading is so important as in 
youth when tastes are being irrevocably formed. Every 
church should rejoice to have W.M.U. auxiliaries keeping 
worthy mission books and literature before its young people. 
Every mother should eagerly buy all the mission books for 
her children that she possibly can without fail including 
subscriptions for World Comrades and Ambassador Life. 
There is so much that is printed and circulated that is trashy 
and worthless, if not positively harmful, that the increasing 
supply of graded mission books for varying ages should be 
welcomed with generous sales. “If children are the most im- 
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portant things in the world, and they are—if the kind of 
men and women they become tomorrow is largely deter- 
mined by the kind of books they read today—and it is— 
what bigger job can anyone do than to help put the right 
books into their hands?” Never let your child be without 
the textbook in a mission study class and add all the other 
missionary books you can to the home library. All the fami- 
ly will enjoy them. Counselors have kept favorite books 
passing from child to child, from home to home, awarding 
the reading stamps of proper grade as provided by Woman’s 
Missionary Union. In a Royal Ambasssador Chapter boy 
after boy reported, “Mama reads it to us,” or “Dad read 
them aloud to all of us.” Examine World Comrades, Am- 
bassador Life, and The Window of Y.W.A. and see how much 
better either would be as a magazine in the Christian home 
than the one your son or daughter is reading. What is it? 
Do you know what they are reading? 


3. Dangerous Literature 


Several months ago the news magazine Time carried a 
paragraph characteristically titled “Dirt.” It told of a fa- 
ther’s indignation at the magazine his daughter was reading, 
his investigation of the publications on the neighborhood 
newsstand, and his disgust at the offerings there. 

Certain magazines displayed on the newsstands in your com- 
munity are brought from the publisher by express companies 
because the United States mails cannot carry such vulgar 
literature—but it is sold to be read by young people and 
adults. What are your young people reading? ‘A dose of 
poison can do its work only once but a bad book can go on 
poisoning people’s minds for any length of time,” says John 
Murray. And we may well add that low-class magazines of 
sentimental, confessional, sex type, or about glamorous movie 
stars or heinous crimes, drag a drab trail scummily through 
minds that should be kept clean. Yet 7,000,000 of the sex 
and confessional type are circulated every month. The gro- 
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tesque comics give warped attitudes also. Do you have World 
Comrades, Ambassador Life, and The Window of Y.W.A. on 
your library table or in the magazine rack in your home? 
Why not? They are not actually expensive, compared with 
other magazines. One dollar a year is 8 1/3 cents a month; 
is less than two cents every one of the 52 weeks. No, they 
are not costly, but omitting them from your child’s reading 
diet is expensive in lost spiritual development. 

Three organizations hostile to Christianity circulate more 
leaflets than the thirty-four leading Protestant denominations 
of America combined. Christian youth must not be poorly 
fed by such mental diet. To avoid it, parents and churches 
must provide other reading menu. Mrs. Margaret Sangster 
tells of a striking incident in this regard: “I talked in a 
high school on Long Island one morning recently to 3,000 
pupils. A few days later, as I was walking along the street 
of that city, a young, lanky lad of 16 stepped up to me 
and introduced himself as having been one of that high 
school audience. He invited me to a meeting in the music 
hall—the largest auditorium in the city. Having a little 
time to spare, I went in with him and there I saw to my utter 
amazement 2,500 high school boys and girls assembled for 
a meeting of the Youth Crusade, a Communist organization 
for youth. The meeting had not started and as I sat beside 
the young man, I noticed that his shoes were worn completely 
through. I, therefore, said to him, ‘Before the meeting starts, 
let’s go out and I'll get you a pair of shoes.’ The young 
fellow looked up into my face and remarked, ‘I have money, 
but how can a fellow buy shoes, when there is literature 
to buy for these kids.’ ” 


There are missionary magazines to subscribe to, mission- 
ary books and leaflets to buy, shall we not care as much 
to supply these as the communist youth to deny himself to 
spread communist literature? There is money for movies, to 
see life exaggerated, highly emotionalized; 5,000,000 people 
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go to movies in an average week in America to see what? 
Think of the value of those admission fees spent in missionary 
books or magazines. 


4. Interesting Missionary Magazines 

A certain pastor’s wife from a sense of duty subscribed to 
World Comrades but for several months did not have time 
to open and read the copies. When she did she said to 
herself, and then wrote to the editor, “What a wonderful 
magazine World Comrades is! It is a shame for our Junior 
boys and girls to be missing such a great feast and blessing 
and privilege, and I determined that we must have the 
Junior G.A. and Junior R.A. I volunteered to lead any one 
of the three and persuaded two others to lead the other two. 
We overburdened workers have now found three younger, 
but capable, leaders for the three organizations, and our 
society is standing back of them in every way possible. 

“Our boys and our girls enjoy working out the programs, 
as we take several copies of World Comrades, and have ex- 
cellent meetings. On Wednesday night, during our state 
mission week, these organizations gave the program at prayer 
meeting hour, adding a playlet from World Comrades. The 
room was full, and the children’s messages made a great im- 
pression. We have named ourselves the McCormick R.A. and 
McCalip G.A. and have the pictures of our missionaries on 
the wall. The children remember them in their volunteer 
prayers. They gave a nice remembrance to the McCormicks 
before they left home and are planning to send them a Christ- 
mas package. They sent Second Readers to Miss McCalip for 
her Spanish boys and girls, and will send her a Christmas 
package, too. 

“We are going to try to bring up a generation of tithers, 
so that those who go may be adequately supported by those 
who stay. It is a shame for our missionaries to have all the 
sacrifice to make and then be scantily supported and their 
work handicapped for lack of equipment. In order to make 
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children’s interest in missions vital, we must see that they 
get to hear and know and love some of them as their very 
own, and then keep their faces before them, and keep them 
doing missionary projects for them, in addition to general 
money gifts.” 

This busy pastor’s wife had the right outlook on today’s 
opportunities and tomorrow’s dividends from present in- 
vestments. Now she would use both Ambassador Life and 
World Comrades. Intimately known missionaries, mission 
books and magazines, plays and dramatizations, handwork, 
pictures, curios—all these are the stuff of which missionary 
zeal is made. They result in missionary-minded people at 
home and missionary service on fields far and near. 

It was the picture of a statue of a Negro facing yearningly 
toward the future which brought back to Albert Schweitzer 
the memories of letters from missionaries which his father 
had read in the home circle, and sent him hurrying off to 
Africa to support himself as a medical missionary in the 
Lambaren Forest. He is one of our foremost Christians. 
“An ounce of picture is worth a ton of talk.” 

It was a placard announcing a missionary meeting which 
caught the attention of young Robert Moffatt, a gardner, 
as he went to Warrington one day. The meeting had already 
been held, but he could not forget the matter—his eye af- 
fected his heart, and his musings led to his surrender and 
Robert Moffatt wrote his name under Christ’s in glowing let- 
ters that will never grow dim across the history of Africa. 

A state Sunbeam leader carried a heavy suitcase of curios 
all one hot summer in South Carolina. Often she wondered 
if it were worth the effort and bother, packing and unpack- 
ing, carrying, lifting, moving, but the children were all in- 
terested in seeing everything; they asked questions about all 
the pieces in her accumulation, so she kept on moving, lifting, 
carrying, unpacking, and packing. The years slipped away 
and she was no longer to continue as Sunbeam leader, but 
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gave notice she could not be re-elected. At state W.M.U. 
annual meeting she thought, “I better ask for my mail; I 
might have a card from my husband.” She stopped by the 
post office and the clerk reached for a pile of letters snapped 
together with a rubber band. She opened her mouth to tell 
him that that collection couldn’t be hers, but her eyes saw 
that the name was hers and so she put out her hand to in- 
vestigate. Wonderful harvest from that hot summer’s effort 
with the curios. Five letters from five missionaries in five 
different stations, all writing to express their appreciation 
of her Sunbeam leadership as she resigned, each mentioning 
the memory of the curios of that particular hot summer. 


The Southern Baptist Convention met in Jacksonville, 
Florida, and in the Woman’s Missionary Union sessions a 
pageant was presented with different organizations of mis- 
sionary education taking part. A large group of Royal Am- 
bassadors was needed, and many boys offered to help even 
though some had not been members of the chapters in the 
churches of the city. Nobody had bothered to interest them 
in belonging, but they were willing to serve and did. Time 
marched by, and a Royal Ambassador Focus Week was ap- 
proaching. From China came a letter to the state W.M.U. 
young people’s leader. It was written by a young missionary 
but a short time on his field. ‘Many years ago while still 
a boy, I had the pleasure of taking part in a pageant given 
by a Royal Ambassador group before the Southern Baptist 
Convention W.M.U. meeting in my city. At that time I 
had no idea God would really call me to serve him in a for- 
eign land. I hardly knew even the meaning of the term 
Royal Ambassador. Since then God has shown me what it 
means, and how I could serve him in the real capacity of 
an ambassador to a foreign land.” 


So all these attractions—pictures, posters, curios, plays— 
become agencies for conveying God’s call, his appointment 
to the place he has chosen. It takes time and effort and 
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planning to conduct an excellent mission study class, to pre- 
pare week after week for missionary thinking during the 
hour’s meeting, but the investment never fails. The young 
women and intermediates like to do most of their own plan- 
ning with the counselor steering and guiding unostentatiously, 
suggesting necessary or helpful matters, encouraging and 
supporting. Juniors want to do a great deal themselves and 
must have gentle leadership, and Sunbeams need the drawing 
into working together which Sunbeam Bands can give with 
leaders and assistant leaders to give example of the joy of 
such fellowship in activity. Mission education organizations 
do not seek to put on programs in a finished series of talks. 
Better by far to follow through interest aroused by a picture 
from World Comrades, a story from its front pages or an 
incident illustration from its program materials. Playing 
games of the country being studied about, collecting stamps 
from that country, preparing some food as the people do 
there, acting out a story whose scene is in the given coun- 
try, making a poster or a series of posters portraying a story 
or setting forth facts, such methods of education carried 
over from progressive schools into mission study and mission 
program make young people really see the other children or 
young people over the horizon, just out of their sight or 
nearby where they were previously physically in sight but 
actually overlooked. 

Handwork and project suggestions, plays and discussions, 
activity or research suggestions are found according to age 
and ability in our three mission magazines. Sometimes it is 
merely the hint of writing a letter in reply to one from a for- 
eign child printed in the magazine. Pai Chi Wen of China 
wrote World Comrades about her conversion, and asked the 
readers to pray for her family that they too might be saved. 
Back to China presently went over 100 letters, shuttles weav- 
ing together the hearts of Chinese and American boys and 
girls. A friendly missionary had her reply mimeographed for 
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her and she answered each letter gratefully, sending along a 
page of the Gospel of John written in Chinese. More shuttles, 
more weaving; the two lands are bound closer together by the 
gummed postage stamps. The Y.W.A. at a Florida Univer- 
sity decided to send dolls at Christmas to the Italian mission 
in Tampa. Such cutting and sewing, matching, and fitting! 
Everyone wanted to know about the dolls. Why send them 
to Tampa? Who would look after them there? Wouldn’t 
it be better for a committee to go and take them and come 
back and report? By the time the dolls were ready for dis- 
play at their farewell party, the young women knew more 
about missions for Italians in our Southland than they had 
had any idea there was to learn. Such things take time 
and a little equipment, but how much better to spend the 
time in useful ways, to gather the equipment economically 
and with clever ingenuity, than to spend the same amount 
of time humped over a bridge table or making decorations 
for a formal dance! 


Would it not be better for children to play games as 
missionaries than as gangsters? ‘“‘You’re the cops: I’m Dil- 
linger. Bang, Bang! You’re dead.” So play two boys. 
Why not an exciting scene of missions instead? John G. 
Paton’s chip that talked; Scott calming the savages with 
his violin; Judson taken away to Oungpenla prison—these 
are thrilling stories of action better by far for the growth 
of Christian attitudes. 

The Daily Record of Long Branch, New Jersey, carried 
the following editorial in its issue of November 13, 1936: 

“When pupils of the Gregory School burned war toys in 
an unusual Armistice Day program they established a prec- 
edent which might be copied with effectiveness by other 
schools. 


“Leading experts on child psychology agree that if toy 
weapons were banned from the nurseries of the nation, the 
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crime wave that is now sweeping abroad would ultimately be 
reduced. These same experts agree that the established game 
of ‘cops and robbers,’ in which young boys engage so en- 
thusiastically, encourages crime because it engenders in th 
juvenile mind an adoration for the crook or gangster who 
outwits authorities and who lives a life of ease. In most 
cases this mental attitude undergoes a marked change as ma- 
turity approaches, which is fortunate. But there are some 
who go into manhood with an idealistic admiration for dar- 
ing outlaws and sometimes they attempt to emulate them 
with disastrous results. 

“If the presence of toy weapons in the homes and nurseries 
is a breeder of criminals, in its way, how much more do 
miniature implements of war breed a mental adoration for 
soldiers and their deadly profession?” 

By the same mental processes the positive side of mission- 
ary zeal is developed also through playing at missionary ac- 
tivities. The girls who act out scenes of missionary heroism 
do not forget; a deposit is left. The boys who become for the 
time missionary heroes cannot be as indifferent to world calls 
again. 


V. NEcESsITY FOR MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS 


Many organizations woo our young people—organizations 
good, bad, and indifferent. Should not the church with all 
its missionary compulsion foster through Woman’s Mission- 
ary Union these definite missionary education organizations 
which provide good fellowship, pleasant projects and hand- 
craft, recognition of individual prowess? Sunday’s services 
are not enough to build well-developed Christian lives; mid- 
week activities must be equally attractive to compete with 
those of nondenominational or purely social character, lest 
our young people decide that Christianity is merely a one- 
day-in-seven affair. In missionary education is source ma- 
terial for all the most fascinating projects imaginable, use 
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it through Sunbeam Band, Girls’ Auxiliary, Royal Ambassa- 
dor Chapter, and Young Woman’s Auxiliary to tie your 
young people on to the church whose primary function is 
missionary. This midweek missionary education fills out a 
threefold plan of Christian education for Southern Baptist 
children and young people; without it they are by so much 
blinded to the world’s needs and to Christ’s commission; 
through it come our missionary volunteers, our missionary 
supporters. Our Foreign and Home Mission Boards find 
that 75 per cent of our appointed missionaries have come 
through missionary education influences. In Sunbeam Band, 
or Girls’ Auxiliary, in Royal Ambassador Chapter, or Young 
Woman’s Auxiliary, or in the Missionary camps and gather- 
ings which Woman’s Missionary Union fosters for members 
of these organizations, they heard God’s voice saying, “Whom 
shall I send and who will go for us?” And their hearts 
answered, “Here am I; send me.” 


1. Co-operation of Mothers 


Such organizations need the earnest co-operation of all 
parents. How would schools fare in attendance without the 
encouragement of mothers that the sudden headache will 
pass, that it will not rain long? How would the reports 
read if parents did not remind pupils of homework waiting, 
if they did not offer assistance and explanation now and 
then? Similarly in missionary education, parents should 
encourage attendance at meetings, preparation for them. No 
mother repeatedly plans other things besides school on school 
days; shopping, visiting, can be done on other days; no wise 
mother repeatedly permits extracurricular activities like mu- 
sic lessons, expression lessons, to conflict with the time of the 
missionary education organization to which her child should 
belong. There are other days for these; make arrangements 
with the teachers accordingly. After all, the wisdom of the 
kingdom with knowledge of and participation in its progress 
is more important in character building than the highest 
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scholastic grades, or most charming social graces. We are 
prone to talk a great deal about wanting our young people 
to be loyal to Christ and his church but at the same time 
to want them to be socially popular, to excel in graceful 
dancing, winning at bridge, to have more “dates” to the 
movies and dances and society affairs than the neighbor’s 
daughter whose mother may not be even a professing Chris- 
tian. Youth needs encouragement in choosing the highest 
and best in life. Many things may not be actually harm- 
ful, may even be good, yet not be the best for Christ’s sake. 
Will it not be the part of true Christian witnessing for moth- 
ers to help young people plan their time to include missionary 
education activities which prove such decided blessings to 
young hearts? Robes of righteousness are actually more 
important than new dresses. Where will mothers put the 
emphasis? The “well done” of the Heavenly Father is more 
valuable than the passing popularity of the merry whirl of 
social activities. Which will mothers help youth to seek? 


2. The Challenge of the Missionaries 


Missionary education shows the life and work of the group 
of people called missionaries whom most Christians think of 
as a step ahead in Christian grace, as examples of consecra- 
tion and sacrifice. Our young people should become ac- 
quainted with them as inspiring personalities, living and 
gone on to await their rewards. Paul was the first of a long 
line of great missionary ambassadors, not the last; others 
must come in the succession until the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea. Acquaint- 
ance with those who came between Paul and now, makes up 
mission history, a subject of missionary education. Who is 
not made stronger in Christian purpose by reading about 
Lottie Moon, Lula Whilden, Martha Sullinger, Basil Lee 
Lockett, Eugene Sallee, W. B. Bagby? ‘Theirs are but a few 
of the names that quicken our pulses. The devotion these 
have shown, we ought also to show. 
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In the light of missionary progress Christianity throws off 
its staid veneer and becomes vigorous heroism of Christ’s 
followers moving courageously at his will in his world, fac- 
ing dangers on all forms of frontiers. Youth seeking a thrill 
sees it in missionary biography and is ready to hazard all 
himself for Christ. A Grenfell speaks out of the Labrador 
ice: “If you really want to have the time of your life come 
with me. You will receive no money, you will pay your own 
expenses but I’ll guarantee that you will feel a love of life 
that you never before experienced. It’s having the time of 
anyone’s life to be in the service of Christ.” An English 
lord speaking like that? He must have found a thrilling 
well spring of joyous life, indeed! 

Or across the years James Chalmers calls: “Recall the 
twenty-one years, give me back all its experiences, give me 
its shipwrecks, give me its standings in the face of death, 
give it me surrounded with savages and spears and clubs, 
give it me back again with spears flying about me, with the 
club knocking me to the ground, give it me back, and I 
will still be your missionary.” Youth yearns to have lived 
like that, on the keen edge of danger, but settles back, the 
luster gone with the idea that life is tame and safe today, 
until missionary education reminds that different frontiers 
bring different kinds of danger. Not wild animals named 
tigers and panthers, but animals of hate and greed; not 
savages with clubs but outmoded savagery left in the cutting 
competition of unscrupulous business; not spears with 
poisoned tips but words and misunderstandings more subtle 
and therefore more powerful to hurt—these will surround 
the one who walks into the frontiers of Christianity in the 
common areas of life today, or who cuts a bypath through 
formal prejudice. To live for Christ fully in this day as 
in the pioneer days summons the same powers of devotion 
and prayer, demands the same unbroken fellowship with 
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Christ. Sunbeams and Girls’ Auxiliaries, Royal Ambassa- 
dor and Young Woman’s Auxiliary members learn these 
lessons week after week, mission study course after mission 
study course, page after page, as they open their eyes to 


see where God’s finger points and make ready to follow all 
the way. 


Youth sees with surer eyes, 
Because its eyes are clear 
Of prejudice and fear. 
Youth need not compromise. 


No compromise with wrong— 
Let this our slogan be. 

The league of youth is strong, 
Stretching from sea to sea. 


This world is ours to take, 

This world is ours to make, 

Let us build true and sure 

A world that will endure, 

Built out of right and truth 
Reared with this tool—our youth. 


FOURTH INTERLUDE 


“I’m so glad we undestand more about community missions 
now,” said Mrs. Eager. As the community missions chairman 
of the W.M.S. of her church, she had called a meeting of 
committee chairmen and counselors to meet with her and 
the pastor to make plans for more effective work. ‘We 
see it is doing in our own community what missionaries do 
in far lands and on home fields: telling about Jesus the 
Saviour in whatever way opportunity offers. What shall we 
undertake in the coming months?” 

“Ted Blake will have to stay in bed for at least six 
months,” said Roger, Envoy of the Knightly Deeds Embassy, 
quickly. “We R.A.’s are going to do something regular for 
him all the time.” 

“Good work, Roger,” commented Mrs. Eager. “We know 
we can count on your R.A. Chapter for help in gathering 
and distributing the Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets, 
too.” 

“Sure thing. Our arms are strong,” he agreed. 

“And we Y.W.A.’s are already busy with the list of 
families you gave us to make Christmas for. We shall have 
everything ready, one toy gift, one useful: maybe we shall 
have more than one useful for they do need se much,” said 
Ruth. 

“Could we G.A.’s help you some? We have just finished 
scrapbooks for the crippled children’s clinic and could help 
with some things for your families, I think.” 

“Indeed, you can help. We shall plan it out carefully.” 

“T wish the Sunbeams could go more often to cheer Grand- 
mother Brown,” said the pastor. “I was in calling there two 
days ago and she asked when they were coming again. And 
old Mr. Jones would like someone to read to him. He is 
afraid the R.A.’s have forgotten him.” 
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“No, Sir, we didn’t forget, but maybe it does seem 
so. We will see about him right away, too. I’m sorry,” 
and Roger sounded truly sorry, indeed. 

“A new family has moved in at the brown house on 
King’s corner,” said the pastor. “I’m not quite sure but I’m 
afraid they will need a lot of help of all kinds. The mother 
is dead and the oldest girl is sixteen. The father is looking 
for work. I think I can get him placed; if the W.M.U. will 
help line up the children we can rehabilitate the whole family 
I do believe. They need some housecleaning help and some 
books to read. The oldest girl—her name is Jane if I re- 
call correctly—needs, well, friends. It will not be easy to 
take on a whole family, but we can do it if all will help. 
I'd like to give you these other names for calls, too, Mrs. 
Eager. I’ve marked a comment by each name; you can 
ask some young people to go where it seems wise. The 
R.A.’s could do some work on the church lawn and the 
G.A.’s could go over the hymnbooks and repair them in 
many places. I would like to express my appreciation for all 
that the W.M.U. is doing in this church; its community mis- 
sions is like another arm and hand reaching out for me after 
the lost in our congregation and making the community a 
better place. I am grateful.” 


“And will you please lead us as we pray that every effort 
may be blessed by the Holy Spirit. Then we shall be dis- 
missed,” said Mrs. Eager. 
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CHAPTER IV 


BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 


Missions is consistently the story of Christianity in action. 
Christianity is more than belief; it is life that changes a 
world of sin into a world of love by the power of God’s 
grace in individual lives. In missionary program and mis- 
sion study courses, youth sees missionaries serving, sees the 
transforming power of the gospel in a village or town. Youth 
must put what it knows over into action and experience, not 
stop with observation and thought. Logically follow the 
questions: If missionaries tell the gospel story, why shouldn’t 
we? If missionaries serve in all kinds of ways to make the 
gospel story plain and understandable, why shouldn’t we? 


I. MissIONARIES—EXAMPLES IN SERVICE 


In the activities of missionaries, youth sees what it can do. 
E. Stanley Jones tells this as the public testimony of a 
learned Hindu: “I once saw Christ, and I have never forgot- 
ten the vision. The plague was raging in the city and 
everybody had fled in terror except the sick and the dying. 
Whole sections were deserted. I drove down through that 
plague-stricken section, and to my surprise I saw a mis- 
sionary lady, Mrs. D—, coming out of one of the houses 
where there was plague. She came with her hands extended 
before her and she said, ‘I am sorry, Mr. S—, that I cannot 
shake hands with you, for my hands are plague-stained.’ As 
I looked at her with plague-stained hands, I saw Christ.” 

We also must reflect Christ in the service of our hands. 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote in Young India after his visit 
to the mission to lepers at Purulia and Cuttack, “It is a mat- 
ter of humiliation for us that the very necessary and humane 
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work of looking after this portion of distressed humanity 
should be taken up solely by Christian foreigners. All honor 
to them, but what of us?” 

Welfare, a Hindu-edited paper in Calcutta, commented: 
“We have often felt critical about the missionary zeal of 
Christians, but we confess candidly and with all humility 
that when such accounts of the Christian initiative and 
effort as the report of the work of the Mission to Lepers 
reach us, we for once feel that indeed Christians have not 
forgotten Christ.” Service to the needy for Christ’s sake 
is good proof of their remembering. Shall we not give 
proof here that doubting ones may be convinced of the 
sincerity of our Christianity? 

Out there in far lands are innumerable classes in which 
children and adults learn to read, to read the Bible. There 
are still illiterate ones in our Southland. There are many 
who cannot read English, or speak it without hesitation. 
Would it not be service to teach them to read and speak 
readily in the language of this land in which they now live? 
On home and foreign mission fields, missionaries cut across 
racial barriers for Jesus’ sake. Must we not do kindly deeds 
for foreigners to prove our deep interest in their souls? 
On mission fields the missionary directly teaches the way 
of salvation. Shall we not also direct the lost ones to 
Christ? Every method of witnessing anywhere is valuable 
everywhere and mission education shows the ways and spurs 
to such ready witnessing. 


Il. WHat Is ComMMUNITY Missions? 


Woman’s Missionary Union names her personal witness- 
ing efforts “Community Missions.” She has guarded care- 
fully lest any be content with mere knowledge, without 
completing such knowledge by action. Tolstoi said, ‘The 
greatest modern evil is abstract love of humanity somewhere 
out of sight.” Woman’s Missionary Union will not be content 
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to succumb to this grave evil. Through community missions 
plans young people are led to minister in their own com- 
munities for Jesus’ sake. To prevent satisfying oneself 
with praying and giving, with service by proxy, Woman’s 
Missionary Union suggests that community missions find its 
limit in the easy physical reach of the association. It is 
excellent missionary activity to pack a box for the Indians, 
to send gifts to the missionaries in the mountain sections, 
to supply a quilt for the rescue mission at New Orleans-——to 
do any of numberless, fine, helpful projects as a result 
of some specific quickened missionary interest, but these 
good acts are not community missions if the missionaries or 
institutions served are beyond your association, beyond your 
personal outreach. When Uncle Sam and the freight or 
express companies must step in with their long-distance 
delivery systems, the personal touch is practically lost. 
There is danger that looking at needs far away, one might 
become farsighted, even as there are people who succumb 
to being so nearsighted that their interest in foreign mis- 
sions is nil. Against both errors, Woman’s Missionary Union 
directs her plans. Young people like to be of service. Mod- 
ern conditions of our power age wean away from the old- 
fashioned, warm home life where all worked and played 
together. “Chores,” “household duties” are hard to find in 
some instances, yet childhood and youth must make a con- 
tribution to the home or it is not fully home. Through 
careful leadership, eyes open to the little helpfulnesses that can 
be rendered; and where each has a share in keeping the 
home, the smallest duty can be prompted by a sublime mo- 
tive and become joyous in performance rather than drudgery. 
The spirit of doing the task lightens its weight and even 
gives real joy in the service. This reminder or new lesson 
comes in the attention community missions gives to the beauty 
of all service well done in love. 
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Beyond the home, altruism comes easily to youth; it 
hardens into selfishness and inactivity, settles into complacent 
acceptance of a shallow lip service for Christ unless directed 
in development. 

The shining rays of the watchword for Sunbeam Bands 
speak immediately of the happiness children can scatter. Lucy 
Larcom sang it: 


If I were a Sunbeam 
I know where I’d go— 
Into lowliest hovel 
Dark with want and woe. 
Till sad hearts look upward 
I’d shine and shine. 
Then they’d think of heaven 


Their sweet home, and mine. 


There are but little deeds that children can do, but the 
Sunbeam Band helps them see those happy helpfulnesses. 

Girls’ Auxiliary members are ready for more to do as 
they state in their Star Ideals: 


Adorned with Good Works 


It is well for growing girlhood to learn that 


“Beautiful hands are those that do 
Work that is noble, fine and true, 
Moment by moment, the whole day through.” 


The Intermediate G.A. goes farther than the Junior G.A. 
as her years develop, and she learns the activities which live 
out her G. A. aim— 

Our great G.A. aim is to be awake to conditions about us... to cast 
selfishness out of our hearts, to align ourselves with all our denomination 
does to make Jesus Christ King. 

Young Woman’s Auxiliary Ideals point young woman- 
hood to— 

Consideration, gentleness, and Christian responsibility for the “other young 


woman” with whom we come in contact in our homes, our communi- 
ties, and to the ends of the earth. 
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Royal Ambassadors consider their service as Knightly 
Deeds, repeating in their commission and declaration the pur- 
pose of all community missions “be ye reconciled” and in their 
allegiance giving promise— 

By every possible deed of service to help bring in Christ’s Kingdom. 


Repeating also the words of King Arthur’s Knights of the 
Round Table, as Tennyson gives them to us— 

Live pure, 

Speak truth, 

Right wrong, 

Follow the Christ the King, 

Else wherefore born? 
R.A.’s know there are still boons to be granted, wrongs to be 
righted, evils to be redressed. 


1. Avoiding Superiority 

Many times young people will say that they were enlisted 
in their missionary organization through the community mis- 
sions which it was doing. Youth likes demonstration, reality, 
rather than theory and intangible fact. Youth would be 
“doer, not hearer only.” There is a glowing satisfaction in 
feeling one has contributed to the pleasure or comfort of 
another, and herein lies danger. The G.A.’s who carry a 
basket to a mother “fon the wrong side of the tracks” must 
not become smug in their giving. The Y.W.A.’s must not 
feel superior to the underprivileged children in their story 
hour or to the young women in the club they conduct at 
the Good Will Center. The Royal Ambassadors must not 
assume a high and mighty air, or even harbor such a hid- 
den feeling, because they have laboriously cut up Widow 
Brown’s wood and carried it into the shed. They must know: 

The law of the king is service, 
And the kingliest serve the most 

Even small Sunbeams may become complacent about their 
good deeds. It is too bad that such danger hides on the 
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pathway of service, but there it lurks. Defeat it by con- 
tinued remembrance of the humble service of Jesus the Christ 
when he lived in the flesh, What did he do? Visited the 
sick, ministered to all in need, washed the disciples’ feet as 
undying example of the fact that no service is too menial for 
his followers to perform. 

“Whosoever would be first among you shall be your serv- 
ant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life.” 

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, you have done it unto me.” 


2. Visiting the Sick 


It is very easy to “‘visit the sick.” One finds them every- 
where—in homes, in hospitals. Missionary organizations pro- 
mote visits to those who are not friends in daily contacts, 
but to those who are seen as friends for Jesus’ sake. For ex- 
ample, Mary is part of the gang, one of the most popular 
of all the merry group of Intermediate G.A.’s. One after- 
noon on the way home from school, gaily chatting, walking 
backward, she stepped off an uneven place in the sidewalk 
and broke a small bone in her ankle. Through the mending 
days the girls gather around her bed, or around the studio 
couch on the porch. That isn’t community missions, of course; 
that’s just friendliness expressing itself. 

But across the tracks, in that undesirable section on the 
fringe of the town, or in the poor tenant house of an un- 
successful farmer, is another Mary. She is carrying two 
buckets.of water and turns her ankle on a stone in the path. 
She, too, will have to stay off of it for a while. It will not 
be easy for this Mary. Who will get the children off to 
school? Who will prepare the frugal meals? Who will do the 
washing? These are very real problems to this Mary. The 
alert community missions chairman of the Y.W.A. learns of her 
plight from the county doctor or city visiting nurse. With 
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another of the Y.W.A.’s she goes to call. Mary is shy about 
telling of her difficulties, but the community missions chair- 
man is sympathetic and friendly and soon she has the whole 
situation in mind. She explains to Mary that she belongs to 
an organization which tries to help people for Jesus’ sake; they 
would like to help her. They are all girls together and can 
understand one another and share one another’s troubles. If 
Mary will let them, a couple will come every afternoon to 
see her, and do what she wants done. Mary’s tears tremble 
and spill over and the three read some precious words of God 
and pray together. It isn’t as jolly going out to this Mary’s 
every day, but it is gladly done. This is community missions. 
Regularly girls go and help. Presently Mary is hobbling about; 
they do not desert her now. They keep on in friendliness 
until Mary is coming to Sunday school and church, bringing 
her family with her. Their witnessing has won a whole family 
to Christ. That is community missions. 

Such instances are not unusual. They happen repeatedly 
with variations among young people enlisted in missionary 
education organizations of our churches. A Missouri Y.W.A. 
in a conference told of a non-Christian family to whom their 
Y.W.A. took needed food for months. There was never a 
cheerful nor appreciative word from the gruff father, only 
embarrassed thanks from the mother. Presently college 
called her away from her share in that, but she knew the 
Y.W.A. went on with it. When she was at home for holi- 
days, at Sunday morning service, a smiling gentleman spoke 
to her. Wondering, she recognized the formerly gruff father, 
and there was the mother and there the children. During 
the months she had been away, the continued kindness of 
the Y.W.A.’s had melted the stony barrier, had made en- 
trance for the gospel, had led the whole family into the 
church. Work, at last, was found for the father; the family 
was reclaimed; it was changed, uplifted by the grace of 
Christ Jesus. How grateful they were! 
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Often our missionary organizations arrange with hospital 
authorities to visit a ward at a specified time or on some 
given holiday. A Christmas tree for the crippled children’s 
ward, a tree for the Christmas patients or for the nurses, 
a carol-singing service—many opportunities present them- 
selves for service to the sick. Tray cards with merry jingles, 
clean jokes, Scripture verses, are often provided to go up on 
hospital trays once a day. Handmade by Y.W.A.’s or G.A.’s, 
they show a cheering thoughtfulness that helps the patients’ 
spirits. Scrapbooks made by G.A.’s and R.A.’s or even Sun- 
beams relieve many hours with pictures or short short stories, 
and quoted promises from God’s Word. Large pictures cut 
into simple jigsaw puzzles have helped in convalescent days 
when put into envelopes or attractive bags and sent with a 
tag explaining whence they came and why. Lightweight books 
which will not tire the patients’ arms in the holding but 
whose messages will rest their souls and bring healing thought 
are made available by R.A.’s or by Y.W.A.’s. Too often there 
are babies who need more clothes, more orange juice, ice for 
their milk, which families cannot supply. Y.W.A.’s assist 
here, and through the baby carry the story of Christ Jesus 
to parents and family. 


3. Helping in Institutions 


But, hospitals are not the only institutions, illness not the 
only need in which missionaries set example for our at-home 
service. Christians in far lands see the need for homes for 
the aged, for orphanages. In Hungary the native Baptists 
have both; in China the native Christians provide both. 
Here it is often the government, local, state, or national 
which provides shelter and nourishment for childhood and 
old age, but Christian young people give the dear plus which 
adds moments of joy to life’s weary travelers. Young life 
bringing a program of talent, a period of worship, witnesses 
for the thoughtful Christ who always saw the otherwise 
neglected. Sometimes the older people need letters written; 
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sometimes they like an audience to listen to their stories of 
happier, younger days, to a program of their own old-fash- 
ioned readings or musical achievements. Community missions 
includes such arrangement. A Y.W.A. Council in Arkansas 
arranged to take a group of elderly blind women on a picnic. 
It seemed like quite an undertaking: cars for transportation, 
the picnic food, and money so that those who wanted to 
could go on the merry-go-round at the picnic ground. The 
dear ladies had a good time; some had not been in automo- 
biles for years, had not been away from the home where 
they lived; all of them wanted to ride on the merry-go- 
round, and the manager was kind in helping the Y.W.A.’s 
help the older women. The afternoon was perfect. How 
happy he who made the blind to see must have been at this 
gracious plan in his name; how grateful the women were! 
They talked about it for months. And the Y.W.A.’s? Their 
very souls were lighter, their own eyes brighter, as they saw 
the joy they were giving; a new understanding sympathy 
spread room in their hearts for more of Christ’s spirit there. 
The blessings came back at once to them in an echoing, “well 
done.” 


4. Helping Negroes 


There is much that can be done for the Negroes, proving 
that our interest in black people is not a far-off sentimental 
affair in Nigeria, Africa, but a practical application of the 
fact that “whosoever” included all races. Many Y.W.A.’s 
help or conduct with Negro assistance, Vacation Bible schools. 

The Y.W.A. at the First Baptist Church, Little Rock, 
Arkansas, assisted in a Negro Vacation Bible school in 1938. 
Two of their number very capably superintended the work 
of the Primary-Beginner department. They also helped with 
the music. When it was discovered that there was no piano 
in the building, the Y.W.A.’s arranged for the use of a 
portable organ. 
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Members of the Intermediate R.A. Chapter of the same 
church also worked in the Vacation Bible school for Negro 
children in the underprivileged section of the city. They 
went out to the school to help with the boys’ handwork; 
they did this, but they did something much more important 
as well. All during the school, and especially on the last 
day, two of these Intermediate R.A.’s did personal work 
among the Negro boys, and several were won to a personal 
knowledge of Jesus as Saviour. 

Similar work has bridged the tremendous gap racial an- 
tagonism makes in other places also. Frequently missionary 
organizations are started among Negro children. Let one 
example suffice. In Ozark, Arkansas, a Negro Sunbeam Band 
was organized, using their own name, Sunshine Band. The 
Intermediate G.A.’s were the regular helpers for the devoted 
leader from the W.M.U. Each meeting day two girls went, 
teaching songs and Scripture verses. They told Bible stories; 
they taught them the Lord’s Prayer. They let them make 
small posters illustrating the Scripture verses they learned, 
and the Negro children cherished the bright pictures, took 
them proudly home where they decorated walls with their 
radiant messages from God’s Word. Soon they were using 
World Comrades program suggestions. Once a month there 
were refreshments. Always there was a period of games. 
Then the adult leader of the work resigned because of ill 
health. It looked as if the Negro Sunshine Band would have 
to be disbanded. But the G.A.’s were loyal and ready. Fif- 
teen-year-old Lorna had been crowned queen at the state 
G.A. house party the previous spring; she felt a regal re- 
sponsibility for the black children. A serious accident put 
both her arms in casts, but her spirit was unbound by any 
fear of difficulty. “Before we let them give up our Sunshine 
Band we will just do it ourselves, won’t we? Who stands 
with me in this?” Apparently the entire Girls’ Auxiliary 
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agreed with her; they were on their feet as one. “We will 
send a delegation to the W.M.U. to tell them.” In the se- 
lection Lorna went, both arms in casts. You can understand 
how it would affect the women. Girls step in and really 
take the responsibility? ‘But you can’t hold a songbook, 
play the piano, or—or—or anything!” faltered the W.M.U. 
president as she looked at Lorna. “Others will do that part. 
You can depend on us. At least you can let us try,” said 
Lorna. “Trying would be better than just quitting. Those 
children need their meetings.” 

The permission was hesitatingly given. The G.A.’s had 
an extra meeting to hear the report of their delegation and 
its conference. At once they set to work making ready 
for the next meeting with the Sunshine Band. It must move 
along without the slightest bauble. Songs, Scripture verses, 
handwork, mission stories, games—everything was ready in 
time. And the thirty Negro children never had a better 
time. The W.M.U. sent a visitor to “drop in” to be sure 
all was well. It was. The G.A.’s have no doubt about con- 
tinuing that Sunshine Band now. It just goes on. It is 
definitely theirs. Sometimes other things come up, beguiling 
and inviting on that very day, but always there are at least 
two G.A.’s ready to forego whatever conflicts, ready to meet 
with their Sunshine Band. Can you follow through in your 
mind the lifting power of that Sunshine Band in the life of 
each little Negro boy and girl? Can you follow through in 
your mind the deepening power of that Sunshine Band in each 
G.A. member’s life? 

In many places, the story hours are carried on by Y.W.A.’s 
on Saturday afternoons, using missionary stories or stories 
which instil high moral truths, teaching games to play, giving 
health and cleanliness talks. Community missions must pre- 
sent among Negroes in the homeland the same evidences of 
Christ’s love which missionary service portrays across the 
ocean. 
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5. Seeking the Jews 


The rising flood of anti-Semitism must find check in the 
definite work of evangelization among the Jews in our coun- 
try. As young people are interested in them as individual 
souls to be won, they build up safeguards against also be- 
ing swept into hatred of the Jews. A G.A. in Kentucky 
for one month’s community missions sent a subscription for 
The Mediator to Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, our missionary of 
the Home Mission Board to the Jews, asking that the maga- 
zine be sent each quarter to a certain Jewish family in their 
town. In this way they were useful in their salvation. 
Many auxiliaries distribute carefully as an individual gift 
with a personal note, the leaflets Dr. Gartenhaus has pre- 
pared particularly for the Jews. It is all too easy to slip 
into a habit of critical prejudice toward the Jews, but 
planned community missions efforts help in fairly estimating 
their unique contributions to all our life today. Woman’s 
Missionary Union reminds its young people of “to the Jew 
first” as answer for the desperate need of the Jew in the 
world now. 


6. In Good Will Centers 


There are other nationalities in our midst that need va- 
rious kinds of witnessing to assure them of the validity of 
the direct evangelistic invitation. Good Will Centers offer 
many places of service to eager missionary-hearted young 
people. Clubs and classes, playground work, music lessons, 
cooking lessons, sewing lessons, reading lessons—all ‘may 
be carried on under the direction of the Good Will Center 
director, by Y.W.A.’s, or Intermediate 'R.A.’s or some- 
times Intermediate G.A.’s. At least one well-established 
Good Will Center in our Southland has developed from a 
Y.W.A. story hour. It started one summer out in a school 
yard; in winter it moved into a store building rented by 
the city Woman’s Missionary Societies, furnished with chairs 
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and tables from attics and storerooms, with a cavernous old 
stove which fairly ate up the wood neighborhood boys brought 
in so that they might listen, too. Soon it was more than a 
story hour for small children and presently the small begin- 
ning obviously demanded more than the voluntary, untrained 
help and direction which the Y.W.A.’s could give. A trained 
worker was employed, a more adequate building provided; 
the Y.W.A.’s went on helping, rejoicing in the remarkable 
channel of good will which their loyal small efforts had 
opened up. 


7. Mission Sunday Schools 


Many a mission Sunday school has been started by 
Y.W.A.’s. One evening a certain Y.W.A. community missions 
chairman reported in grave dismay that the Sunday school 
class was too big for Mrs. Batinsky’s parlor. The girls had 
been going down to the foreign section for several months. 
At first only the children of the one friendly family came, 
but little by little others joined, children, and presently 
adults. The mixture of ages was difficult to handle. The 
kitchen took over the smaller children; the others all stayed 
in the parlor and bedroom. Now it was too crowded; what 
next? They consulted the W.M.U. community missions chair- 
man. She consulted the pastor. The church rented an 
empty store building and carried on a real mission, but the 
Y.W.A.’s were grateful they had had the privilege of starting 
it and they continued to feel an especial proprietary interest 
in its work. 


8. United Effort 


In many churches the community missions chairman of the 
Woman’s Missionary Union consults with W.M.U. young 
people’s director and organization counselors so that unitedly 
all may carry out such worthy noticeable work that the 
church will be seen as a vital factor for righteousness in the 
community’s life. The pastor finds such readiness of very 
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real value to him in pointing out visiting to be done, fami- 
lies needing guiding help, witnessing that makes the church 
take its merited place in the esteem of upright people. 


III]. S—EeEING NEED as A RESPONSIBILITY 


Through community missions many young people come to 
look at their own communities with careful seeing eyes in- 
stead of walking blindly within their own circle. Some 
years ago a young woman student from China’s upper class 
went into the underprivileged area of a city with the so- 
ciology class of which she was a member while studying in 
America. ‘‘There is not such poverty as this in China,” she 
said. The class was amazed at her remark, took issue with 
her, but she insisted, “I have never seen such poverty, such 
need, in China.” A missionary at home from China was 
consulted by the students. Who was wrong? Was the 
Chinese young woman, or was all the information of the other 
students? The missionary friend talked with the Chinese 
student. ‘How did you go from your home to school?” she 
asked. “In a closed chair,” was the reply. ‘Did you look 
out the windows?” ‘Oh, no,” was the frank answer. Not 
seeing as she passed, she naturally thought no poverty was 
there. We must not permit young people to ride through 
life with curtains drawn, unseeing. Community missions plans 
of Woman’s Missionary Union should be so comprehensive 
that they open eyes wide to community needs. 

“Much of prayer is simply passing the responsibility on 
to God. Prayers notify him of need as if he were not aware 
of it. People pray for the unemployed but do nothing about 
it themselves. They pray for the sick and then go quietly 
on about their own business. They pray for the missionaries, 
but, as far as they are personally concerned, the missionaries 
may look out for themselves. There are those who feel that 
young people’s work can never have real appeal to our strong 
intellectual young people until it demands a bigger price. 


BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 111 


Unless our programs make clear to young people the issues 
involved in building a Christian world to the extent that 
they shall enter into the process of actually helping to pro- 
duce that world, there is little chance of achieving much 
in reality. Prayers, therefore, should be vicarious, and they 
should be concerned with the issues involved in the task of 
making this world a better place in which to live.”—-Hay- 
WARD AND BurKHART, Young People’s Method in the Church. 


1. Prayer in Action 


Community missions puts the working part of prayer into 
action in caring for the sick, in working with the Negroes, 
the underprivileged, the foreigners in our midst. Community 
missions helps reconstruct thinking about our own possessions, 
building toward a truly Christian society. It has happened 
so repeatedly. South Carolina offers a remarkably illustra- 
tive example. 

The Y.W.A. did all it could during an epidemic of typhoid 
fever which one by one brought down five patients in one 
family. Soup, fruit juices, milk, soft diet, strengthening 
diet, in turn the girls supplied as needed. Patience natural- 
ly wore thin. At the meeting one girl fairly snapped, “Why 
don’t these people get well and stay well? We’ve looked 
after that family for years.” Typical youthful exaggeration, 
of course, but easily understood. 

“That house! No running water, no indoor toilet, and 
that outside one—wow! If we could get it fixed up, we 
might get the family well again,” replied a more patient 
thinker. 

The house was one at the edge of a textile mill section, 
one in a block of tenant houses. There were others like it, 
but someway infection settled there. 

“Whose house is it? Let them do something. Let’s find 
out and tell them.” The girls were a bit breathlers, but a 
calm reply to the questioner said, “All right, you find out.” 
The others knew. It was the property of the speaker’s fa~ 
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ther. Dainty Helen had always had more of this world’s 
goods than the rest of them; sometimes they wondered if 
she really did care about the needs of the world, so butter- 
fly delicate she was. What would be done when she found 
out? The discussion turned to other Y.W.A. plans. 

Time passed. The next Y.W.A. meeting came. A few 
moments were given to community missions plans and reports. 
Dainty Helen stood to speak. There seemed a new serious- 
ness, yet a new light, in her eyes. 

“You might have told me yourselves,” she said. “I could 
have tended to it long ago. I did not know that was our 
property. Yet I see how you wouldn’t. I asked father who 
owned that row and he told me he did. I told him about 
our family and the siege and asked him about water and sew- 
erage. He was inclined to be angry and I prayed as I talked. 
He said he would lose money on it if he fixed the houses up. 
They can’t pay higher rent, of course. I told him we didn’t 
need the money as much as the families needed an adequate 
place to live. That surprised him, coming from me.” Helen 
laughed at herself for emotional relief. She was not given to 
such long speeches, so serious, so involved. “Anyway, at last, 
he said, ‘I’ll see.” And just yesterday he said, ‘The house re- 
pairing starts next Monday. Don’t worry about your family 
any more.’ So if we can get them well, all at once now, the 
job’s done. Aren’t you glad?” 

It almost broke up the meeting. Girls have queer ways of 
expressing themselves when they learn large lessons; they had 
all loved Helen, and now they added to their affection, a 
quick pride in her courage, her downright practice of real 
Christianity. No one in that Y.W.A. will knowingly grasp 
possessions at another’s expense. A long line of trays, and a 
radiant, dainty face will rise up between them and the temp- 
tation to be greedy. Things versus the kingdom: young 
people must learn to seek the kingdom first in youthful days, 
habits of thought and estimates of values settle so gripping- 
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ly as time passes. Woman’s Missionary Union presenting the 
urge of the kingdom can in community missions plans protect 
against that hardening of mental processes that shuts down 
the curtain to life outside one’s own comfortable home. 


2. Community Projects 


Why should the church wait for other organizations to 
see that electric lights are needed in the dark sections where 
crime grows? Why should the church wait for other or- 
ganizations to extend water system and sewerage pipes into 
unsupplied sections where political pull is weak? Why should 
the church wait for other organizations to set about clean- 
ing up the newsstands in a given village or town? Or 
changing the type of films offered at the picture shows? Or 
seeing that the Negro schools are fixed up? Or investigating 
the conditions where any employed group works? The church 
through the directed community missions activities of its 
young people can grow in contributing to Christ’s kingdom 
plans, in fulfilling his dreams of life abundant for all. And 
as it actually becomes influential in changing conditions it de- 
velops an answering love and loyalty in young hearts. The 
church is his channel of activity; youth finding it so through 
its agencies answers in conscious pledge: 


For her my tears shall fall, 
For her my prayers ascend, 

To her shall cares and toils be given 
Till toils and cares shall end. 


IV. Direct SouL-WINNING 


Aroused to activity in Christ’s name through his church, 
youth will not overlook direct evangelism, the foremost task 
of the church—soul-winning. The lostness of the wide 
world recognized increases the understanding of the lostness 
of the next-door neighbor. The simplicity of the way of sal- 
vation seen explained and believed and transforming far 
away clarifies the gospel message to one’s own heart and 


114 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


teaches how to tell the old, old story to one’s lost friend. 
Woman’s Missionary Union has seen it happen again and 
again in its auxiliary organizations for young people. 

The Sunbeam Band had been studying about Africa. 
Busy little fingers had built up a heathen African village. 
How stunted and woebegone it was! Dirty children, dirty 
adults, dirty tumbling-down village huts, the jungle creep- 
ing in, nothing to keep wild animals (from old Noah’s ark 
toys) out, no schools, no churches, no hospital, unkept gar- 
dens feebly growing. It wasn’t a very desirable place to 
live, that village without God. 

On another table the same little fingers built up a Chris- 
tian village. Clean, clothed children and adults, clean, well- 
kept huts, fence to keep the jungle back and the wild Noah’s 
ark animals out, a school, a hospital, a church with steeple 
pointing upward, gardens growing well because of lessons 
in farming at the mission. What a contrast! What a pic- 
ture of the transformation the coming of Christ makes in 
an individual life, in a community! 

The Sunbeams looked at the two tables. Some children 
sat around the one, some around the other. ‘Those around 
the heathen village played that they were heathen children; 
those around the Christian village that they were Christian 
children. Said the leader, ‘“What shall we do now?” It was 
perfectly obvious even to the littlest Sunbeam: those who 
knew this wonderful news that made this difference must go 
and tell it. The children around the Christian village rose 
to make the journey and tell the others. A bright-eyed boy 
volunteered to be the preacher. They greeted the people of 
the heathen village. They sang “Jesus Loves Me.” Then they 
sang it, “Jesus loves you.” Then the boy told quite simply 
in his boyish way that Jesus had come, had lived and died, 
that they must believe on him and be saved. He quoted the 
verses that his Sunbeam leader and Sunday school teacher had 
taught him; then his face looked troubled and he battled 
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against his tears. “I love him, too,” he said. “I never have 
told anybody this way, but I want Jesus to be my Saviour, 
too. Ill ask my mother to let me join the church next Sun- 
day.” 

Seeing the difference, going to tell, and in the telling real- 
izing his own lostness: a perfectly logical sequence that oc- 
curs again and again in one way or another in Sunbeam 
Bands, so naturally that we hardly see the relationship be- 
tween missions and the salvation of Sunbeam Band children 
or of G.A.’s and R.A.’s. 

She was a little girl in a Sunbeam Band in Louisiana, and 
there first accepted Jesus as her Saviour. She did not go to 
Sunday school or to church. There was no interest in that 
in her family, but this little midweek afternoon meeting 
couldn’t do any harm; they let her go there. She liked the 
stories about world children, the handwork, so they did not 
stop her. But the stories taught her she was lost; and the 
stories taught her to find the way home. And being found 
she sobbed to the Sunbeam leader, “Will you go tell my 
Daddy, too?” Then strange wisdom came to her, “No, I'll 
tell him. He won’t listen to you.” It wouldn’t be easy. 
But there had been stories like that. An Indian girl who 
had become a Christian at school went back to the reserva- 
tion in the summer and bravely told her father. That 
helped. She could be brave like that. And Elena in Ru- 
mania, a long distance away, but she could put her finger 
there on the Sunbeam leader’s globe. Elena had been a 
Christian even though she was the only one in her family. 
Brave little Sunbeam, the leader kissed her and prayed as 
she watched her go down the road toward home, “to tell 
my Daddy.” Where may she not go telling before her life’s 
journey is over? 

Fortunately the child heart remains tender and yielded. 
Even while a boy’s body grows, arms and legs lengthen to 
awkwardness, and voice grows uncertain whether to go up 


116 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


or down. Ask any steadfast Royal Ambassador counselor and 
you will have his word for it. In the Ranking System the 
boys learn the Scriptures that point out the way of life. 
They answer questions about what it means to be a Chris- 
tian. The examination of memory work and its understand- 
ing brings boy and counselor together. One Oklahoma R.A. 
counselor wrote: “The quiet little talks over what the verses 
mean are most important to the boys and most precious 
to me.” The G.A. counselor feels a like response in the 
girl who climbing the Forward Steps in a similar way memo- 
rizes the steps in becoming a Christian and then explains 
the verses in her own words. Both will agree that the 
Ranking System of Royal Ambassadors and the Forward 
Steps of Girls’ Auxiliary bring boys and girls to a definite 
decision in accepting Christ. 

The G.A.’s of a certain church in Arkansas went on an 
early morning breakfast and program expedition out to a 
charming picnic spot. Breakfast eaten, the program over, 
the girls wandered here and there for a while enjoying the 
beauty about them. The counselor lingered with some final 
bits of repacking. Presently she noticed one of the girls re- 
turning alone. She was an earnest, eager girl of another be- 
lief, quite different from the Baptist faith. “You didn’t 
care to walk with the others?” asked the counselor. ‘No, I’d 
like to talk to you, if I may.” And so they talked, quietly, 
there under the trees, and the counselor pointed out the trou- 
bled girl’s difficulty of thought so simply that she could see 
it clearly; then she accepted Christ as her Saviour. Friendly 
and kindly in disposition, the girl had been helping a Jewish 
boy with his lessons. Having found her Saviour, she im- 
mediately began telling him of her new joy and life in Christ. 
Becoming Christ’s themselves, they are led by community 
missions emphasis to become soul-winners. 


A certain Y.W.A. in Florida arranged a picture of Christ 
above a list of names of unsaved young women, friends of 
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theirs. It should be their effort for him to win these to 
Christ. As the year passed, according to the prearranged 
plan, red hearts were put by each name as that young woman 
accepted Christ as her Saviour. By the end of the year, 
eight red hearts indicated eight young women whose hearts 
were hidden under the shed blood of Christ Jesus in forgive- 
ness from sin. The young women had thought of definite 
people to be won, had prayed daily for them, had cultivated 
friendliness, showing it in kindly ways, had made natural 
unstrained opportunity for talking with them about the 
Saviour. With glowing earnestness they added other names 
to their list and continued their witnessing, winning yet 
others. 

Have you ever seen them in camps or at conclaves, win- 
ning others? The joy in their countenance for prayer an- 
swered is proof of their earnest concern. At a Y.W.A. camp 
one young woman from Florida was not a Christian. Reared 
in a Christian home she had gone through regular services 
and revivals, never opening her heart to the knocking at the 
door which she resolutely refused to admit she heard at all. 
But in the evening circle of prayer the girls were praying 
for one in their number who was not saved; this one and 
that one prayed. She scarcely realized it was for her they 
prayed until walking along a wooded path, one of those 
girls began talking with her about accepting Christ. It sud- 
denly dawned on her that she was as lost as those the Chinese 
visitor had talked about the evening before. In the shade 
of the North Carolina trees they knelt together, and she 
swung the door wide open to the touch of the Saviour’s 
pierced hand. How happily the Florida delegation sent the 
telegram to her mother and father at home! The wires 
flashed it in the sun, ‘“‘Grace was saved today.” In a camp 
whose program centers in missions, every girl must be won. 

And similarly in an R.A. camp, every boy. It was Texas, 
with some 175 R.A.’s from one district. One by one they 
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had come, prayed into the kingdom by the boys, led into 
the kingdom by the boys, answering the public invitation 
night after night in threes and fours until all but one boy 
had acknowledged his lostness and accepted his Saviour. It 
was the last night of camp. Tomorrow they would be 
packing and turning toward home. John felt conspicuous; 
he wouldn’t be browbeaten, overurged into this thing, he 
would not. When the invitation was given he got up, he did 
not go toward the waiting camp pastor with his hand out- 
stretched, he went out from the tabernacle, down the path 
into the darkness. He would get away from it all. But he 
couldn’t; Bill was too close behind him; Bill was his buddy. 
As fast as John went, so fast followed Bill. Past the class 
pavilions, past the dining hall, past the swimming pool, on 
to a great tree whose roots jutted out over the stream. 
John sat down. They could hear the music, “Only trust 
him, only trust him.” “I cannot do it.” “Cannot do what?” 
said Bill. ‘Tell them I’ve accepted Jesus as my Saviour, 
too.” It was low and mufiled, the way a boy’s voice sounds 
when his head is down on his arms bent over his knees. 
“Why not?” Bill sounded so glad. “I should have gone last 
night. I can’t go all alone.” “Of course, not,” said Bill. 
He had found John’s hand and in a strong boy’s grip drew 
it out as he shook it so that the head came up, the knees un- 
bent, and they stood together. “I'll walk with you if you’re 
sure you want to go,” he finished. “I’m sure,” said John. 
“Bring them in, bring them in, bring the wandering ones 
to Jesus,” sang the waiting boys. They walked back to- 
gether, John and Bill, but strangely, John still led until in 
his haste he walked alone down the aisle. What rejoicing 
in camp that night! “We would have kept singing until 
you came back,” they said. 

“Why?” said John, “maybe I mightn’t have come.” 

“Oh, yes, you would. We've been praying all afternoon, 
different ones, down at that big tree where the roots hang 
over the water. That was our prayer place.” 


BY THE SIDE OF THE ROAD 119 


“Humph,” said John in a boy’s way. 

And the pastors there said, and at other conclaves they 
echo the same thought, “Hearing those boys pray was the 
most refreshing experience to my soul in months.” 


1. Making the Way Plain 


Youth may go on seemingly heedless to eternal issues, but 
missions brings the question home imperatively. Lost out 
there so that missionaries must be sent over miles of land 
and ocean at great expense, how important, then, that souls 
be saved here! In some mission fields it was, and is still, the 
rule that a person may not be baptized until he has brought 
another to Christ. If bearing witness is proof of a changed 
life out there, it can become so in our own church life also. 
Though our Christian life may seem wrapped up in many 
bewildering customs, missions shows the essentials. 

A simple unlettered woman of China was anxious to 
pass her examination as a Bible woman. She could not write 
much, but she could tell the answers orally. “Relate the story 
of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus,” came the question. 
She began in simple, vivid manner, but when she came to 
the climax and was describing Christ on the cross she broke 
down and sobbed. When she could speak again she said, “I 
don’t care if I never pass the examination. I cannot help 
crying. He died for me.” 

“What more is necessary?” youth asks. Nothing but to 
believe that and live accordingly. Contrast hopelessness 
and straining after something that does not satisfy: the end- 
less offerings to saints, to idols, the weary futility of trying 
to effect salvation through works and accumulated merit, 
with the radiant life of a devoted follower of Jesus Christ, 
whose salvation is certain, whose religion is personal, center- 
ing in a happy fellowship with God through the indwelling 
Spirit, and youth understands the choice. 

They were studying Gospel Triumphs in Chile and Argen- 
tina in the Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A. of a North Carolina col- 
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lege, and as they dismissed for the night, one girl abruptly 
left in tears, dashed down the hall to shut herself away, alone. 
Presently she returned to the teacher, tears dried, face alight, 
“I beg your pardon,” she said, ‘for leaving so suddenly. I 
had never realized before just what it meant to be saved. 
Fear gone, assurance of life eternal with Christ, the privilege 
of prayer with him constantly: it swept over me tonight 
and I had to get away and thank him. Thank you for 
showing me what it really means to be saved; I had not 
known before.” The contrast in missions had taught her. 

“Oh, how I wish they knew Jesus!” breathed the burdened 
missionary in the mountains, and the G.A.’s echoed it in 
their hearts as they read the story of her valiant endeavor 
to tell them. They wished everyone knew Jesus, and they 
would help them have a chance. 


2. Distribution of Literature 


Out on mission fields the distribution of Bibles and tracts 
is used as a means of giving the message of salvation. In 
missionary program and mission study class, young people 
see the work of publication societies useful in the progress 
of the kingdom. An evangelistic tract, a portion of God’s 
Word, enters into the heart and “gives light.” Mr. Vacek 
in Yugoslavia never rode a train or bus without asking his 
seatmate if he were a Christian, pointing out the way, giving 
a tract. A humble Baptist woman in Brazil wrapped her 
eggs in pages from Jornal Baptista to keep the eggs from be- 
ing broken and to spread the news of Baptist ways and 
activities to all her buyers. Quickly young people see the 
value of having tracts and magazines in neat racks at bus 
and railroad depots, prayerfully placed, neatly arranged, and 
frequently renewed. These also may lead into the light. 

World Comrades, Ambassador Life, or The Window of 
Y.W.A. carries a story about children on home mission 
fields who have had no Bibles and rejoice in the gift of God’s 
Word. Are there homes without Bibles to which your 
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people can go? In 7,646 visits a recognized charity organi- 
zation found 2,953 homes without Bibles; one family had not 
had a Bible in four generations. In a given municipality it 
was found that 90 per cent of the people ‘on relief” were 
not Christians. In these ways young people see opportunity 
and need, and, properly led, they want to supply the griev- 
ous lack of Bibles, of interpreters of its message of life in 
Christ Jesus. 


3. Missions Stirs Passion for the Lost 


Henry Martyn lay burning with fever, in India, when he 
received a letter asking how the missionary interest of the 
church at home could be increased. The dying man replied, 
“Tell them to live more with Christ, to catch more of his 
spirit, for the spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions and 
the nearer we get to him, the more intensely missionary we 
must become.” 

And John Chalmers, missionary martyr of the South Sea 
Island, left us his passionate source of power in these words, 
“The nearer I get to Christ and his Cross the more do I long 
for direct contact with the heathen.” 

So it is. “The passion for souls is dead within us because 
we do not see in the faces of the sons of men the face of 
the Son of Man.” But as a missionary zeal develops the 
heart begins to see the vision of the waiting, yearning Christ, 
and one reaches out to gather in, to “‘mend and cleanse this 
broken and disordered beauty.” Frederic Myers in his St. 
Paul has the great missionary whom Royal Ambassadors feel 
close to through their R.A. watchword, say: 

Only as souls I see the folk thereunder, 

Bound who should conquer, slaves who should be kings, 
Hearing their one hope with an empty wonder, 

Sadly contented with a show of things. 
Then with a thrill the intolerable craving 

Shivers through me like a trumpet call— 


O, to save these, to perish for their saving, 
Die for their life, be offered for them all. 
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Missions develops and keeps that “intolerable craving,” 
urging young people on in soul-winning. The foreign- 
speaking people in the United States are known to be the 
object of concentrated efforts of communistic teachings. 
Then the gospel must reach them first. Communism “has 
unlimited funds for propaganda where the church has none.” 
Then one must give more to home missions, and where there 
is a boy of foreign parentage in school, that boy must be 
won, or that girl. If the underprivileged and needy are 
ready to listen to strange teachings because of their very 
desperation of hunger and cold and unemployment, if com- 
munism or some other scheme offers a panacea, the church of 
the living God, the followers of the Man Divine who “went 
about doing good,” who sent as proof of his messiahship 
the report “the poor have the gospel preached to them,” 
Christian youth must see that these in need, these other lost 
sheep, are gathered into the fold. The reality of Christ’s sav- 
ing, changing power must be made known now. It is more 
than a matter of singing, “O be ye reconciled” in R.A. 
Chapter, of singing ““We’ve a story to tell” in Girls’ Auxil- 
iary, or of repeating “Publish glad tidings” in Y.W.A.; youth 
must put melody in action, in gift, in prayer, in actually 
telling the good news to its friends and to those to whom 
youth will be friendly ‘for Jesus’ sake.” 

And yet it is so easy to let the vision fade, the urge to 
win others vanish. Dr. Jowett, eloquent and gracious, rich 
in Christian witnessing, said: “J am amazed how easily I be- 
come callous. I am ashamed how small and unsensitive is 
the surface I present to the needs and sorrows of the world. 
We can never heal the need we do not feel. Tearless hearts 
can never be the heralds of passion. We must pity if we 
would redeem. We must bleed if we would be ministers 
of the saving blood.” 

Missions gives the seeing eye to view the lostness, gives the 
assured heart to feel and bleed and realize God’s power to 
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save and transform, gives the eager lip to tell the good news 
as others have, hard though that telling be. 

“Once a man has been gripped by the Love of Jesus Christ, 
he becomes a vehicle of the Divine Lord and a channel 
through which, in the purpose of God, Love is to flow out 
into the world and into the lives of others. That is the call- 
ing and that is the task of the lover of Christ.” 

That is the essence of community missions: planned witness- 
ing for Christ in one’s own part of the world, serving by the 
side of the road, not sitting idly, unheeding the need and 
lostness. 


FIFTH INTERLUDE 


The W.M.U. young people’s director was hurrying around 
in her living room, dusting a bit and straightening up things. 
Every morning there was the newspaper to pick up, maga- 
zines to replace, the game board or the globe, something 
they had used the night before, to set back out of the cen- 
ter of the room. This morning she was humming to her- 
self, for she had found a happy answer to her prayer. It 
had come in such a natural way as prayers often are an- 
swered. She had wondered and the executive committee of 
the missionary society had puzzled about it with her—who 
would be the new Intermediate G.A. counselor now that Mrs. 
Wiseheart had to resign? And then last night Sarah sug- 
gested the very person as they had talked about it. Mrs. 
Able wondered why they hadn’t thought of Mrs. Love before, 
but recognized that they had needed the period of prayer to 
crystallize their interest in the girls. 

She telephoned Mrs. Love, asking when she could see her 
to talk over something of vital importance. “It is a service 
for Christ, Mrs. Love, I hope you can accept.” Mrs. Able was 
pleased with her response, “I have always tried to do what I 
could for the Master, and since I have been in Riverview, I 
have not exactly found a work for him. I can come by 
your home on my way to town this afternoon. I am going 
on just a brief errand, so we will have plenty of time and 
need not feel too hurried.” Mrs. Able’s gratitude was sin- 
cere. She hung up and hummed on. Then her telephone 
rang. 

“Yes, oh, yes, Mrs. Boyup ... I felt sure you would. 
Thanks for calling. I can always count on Circle 9 to do a 
good piece of fostering. You did so beautifully with the 
Y.W.A.’s last year, I thought the R.A.’s deserved your extra 
fine service this year. Thank you so much.” 

That was that. 

Mrs. Hardin, her neighbor, came just as she was hanging 
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up the phone. She knocked and walked on in. ‘More nui- 
sance with your young people, I’ll wager,” she said. 

“Oh, not nuisance. Just a happy trust. And things are 
moving along so well, I’m very glad.” 

“That’s good. I can recall a lot of times when every- 
thing has gone wrong and you’ve let other things go to ruin 
here and there looking after all your alphabets. Let the 
youngsters alone, I say. They will do as they please, any- 
how.” 

“But see how much they please to do right with a little 
encouragement. Here comes Merry Beth now. Doesn’t she 
look happy? Come in, you look like good news in person,” 
laughed Mrs. Able as she swung the door wide to this lovely 
Y.W.A. girl. 

“J am. Good morning, Mrs. Hardin. I am good news, 
indeed! Mother and Dad are giving me the trip to the 
Y.W.A. camp at Ridgecrest for commencement. Isn’t it too 
wonderful? I think Ruth’s folks will let her go, too. And 
if the Y.W.A. and W.M.S. can send Jane—oh, my! I can 
hardly realize it. It is such good news. Can’t sit down, 
thanks. Just had to tell you.” 

And Merry Beth’s sunshiny self sped on her way, leaving 
a path of cheer behind her. 

“Young cyclone,” said Mrs. Hardin. ‘“Where’d she say 
she was going?” But the phone rang. 

It was the Sunbeam leader and she did not speak good 
news. “So he’s going to be transferred,” Mrs. Hardin heard 
Mrs. Able say. “Well, you have been a splendid leader and 
the church here will never forget you. I’m glad it is three 
months away, that will give us time to think. It was 
thoughtful of you to tell me. I know you will, you’re a 
dear. How the children love and appreciate you! Well, 
good-by.” 

“Not such good news this time,” commented Mrs. Hardin. 

“No, but the Lord must have another Sunbeam leader 
around here somewhere for us. We will find her in time. 
So important an organization as a Sunbeam Band will go on 
all right, I know. Did you say you’d ride with me out to 
see dear old Mrs. Haserved? I'll get my hat and let’s go.” 


{ 126 ] 


CHAPTER V 


Hiab iAPPY: TRAIL OF FOSTERING 


“Foster” is a very interesting word. It comes in triplet 
form—adjective, noun, verb. Its source meaning is sugges- 
tive, “Anglo Saxon fostre from foster or fostor meaning 
nourishment; akin to English, food.” Its synonyms are 
“cultivate,” “indulge,” “gratify”; its antonyms are ‘“‘deaden,” 
“kill,” “discourage.” We find the word included in the 
recommendations of the Executive Committee presented at 
Memphis, Tennessee, on May 13, 1889, of the second annual 
meeting of the newly organized Woman’s Missionary Union. 
It was in the first recommendation. 


“1, Profoundly impressed with the importance of early training for 
the young in mission work as a material aid in the missionary cause, 
Home and Foreign, it is recommended that young people’s societies and 
bands be organized and fostered in all the states.” 


Previously so conscious were the organizers of the delay 
to the cause of missions consequent on any neglect in im- 
planting definite missionary interest in young hearts, that Miss 
Armstrong’s report at the same meeting spoke of a published 
leaflet by Miss Alice Armstrong, “Our Duty to Young Peo- 
ple,” and a pamphlet telling how to proceed in such effort, 
““Garnered Gleanings.” Having included ‘and children” 
carefully in the Constitution written in 1888, they would 
not leave them out of their thinking. Later, realizing that 
as time passed young people did not feel themselves embraced 
in the term ‘“‘children,” the change was made to the present 
constitutional reading.1 They were never intended to be a 
missing link; the intent to foster was there in the outset. 


1See Chapter 2, page 38. 
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“Foster” is a wisely selected word. It savors of the Mas- 
ter’s “feed my sheep” or his natural suggestion to the mother 
of Jairus’ daughter, “Bring for your daughter some nourish- 
ment.” Sometimes it has held all the snubbing neglect and 
unkind thoughtlessness which is too often attributed to foster 
parents, instead of the cherishing and nurturing expected; 
for where young people’s missionary organizations have died, 
it was not that the children died but because they were 
treated “‘like cross-eyed stepchildren,” never planned for 
lovingly, never thought of with pride, never cultivated, never 
“nourished.” Sometimes they are not even counted as there, 
their existence not known to the W.M.S. members. “Have 
you a full graded Woman’s Missionary Union in your 
church?” one may ask. A supposedly faithful worker with 
growing hesitation replies, “Why, let me see, we did have— 
but I’m not sure—our R.A.’s haven’t been meeting, we can’t 
find a counselor, you know. And I really don’t know about 
the G.A.’s. Mrs. Jones was the counselor. She didn’t want 
to take it, but no one else would do it. I don’t know whether 
she still has them or not.” The faithful worker stumbles 
into an embarrassed silence, and well she may. ‘Foster’ 
would certainly know whether a child—or an organization— 
were in existence or not, or it would be inadequate fostering, 
ready for neighborhood criticism, indeed. 

Too often the missionary society feels it has fulfilled its 
obligations and privilege of fostering—nurturing, developing, 
growing—wmissionary zeal in young hearts when it names a 
counselor. Having done this, the rest of the society goes 
its way, carefree. That is comparable to the stepfather or 
stepmother insisting on being called father or mother, then 
never or only spasmodically noticing about the dependent 
stepchild’s food or clothes, interests or needs. The word in 
the Plan of Work of Woman’s Missionary Union and on 
the Standard of Excellence is not “organize” or “appoint a 
counselor”; the word is “foster.” And foster comes to us 
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with its happy sort of historical trail and most useful related 
words from a missionary standpoint. 

If missions in very truth will build one’s prayer life, en- 
hance one’s appreciation of and desire to read God’s Word; 
if missions will indeed help one to understand the grace of 
giving and bless with a released personality in the act of that 
giving; if missions will lead thoughts out to be world en- 
compassing—and by now we are agreed it will aid in all this 
Christlike growth—then surely we are ready to foster mis- 
sionary education organizations. How? Anything that will 
feed, nourish, cultivate, gratify, indulge; nothing that will 
deaden, kill, discourage. 

Let us look at this array of related words. “Nourish” 
has a familiar sound to mothers. What do they give more 
time to than attending to nourishing meals, balanced diet, 
nutritive fare? And “cultivate”; every gardener knows that 
one—tilling, stirring the soil, preparing for raising crops, to 
loosen or break the soil about growing plants in order to 
kill weeds. 

Do not be afraid of “indulge”; it does not always mean 
to humor unwisely; it has good ancestry—Latin, “to be 
kind to.” How kind you would be to the Master were he 
here in the flesh in your home, in your church! Then be 
kind to the little ones made in his image to fulfil his dreams 
for the world. Do not be afraid of “gratify” either; it 
does not always mean to favor or humor a whim or caprice; 
it has good lineage also, parentage both Latin and French— 
“to make pleasing.” For Jesus’ sake every missionary-hearted 
woman wants to make participation in the missionary enter- 
prise pleasing to the coming generation. 


J. FostEr-To NourisH 


What a word this “foster” is! Her own ancestry and all 
her sister synonyms teach lessons in the very essence of 
their meaning. Let us walk a way with “nourish” and see 
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what she can show us. An amazing matter appears at once. 
Had you been thinking the claims of nourishment were satis- 
fied when you arranged a balanced diet with the proper 
number of proteins and carbohydrates, when you counted 
calories and added vitamins? Or even when you repapered 
the dining room so it would be a more attractive place in 
which to eat, when you saw the chairs were the right height 
for each one’s posture, when you bought new table linen, 
china, crystal, and silver? This friend “diet” whom “nourish” 
immediately introduces is more comprehensive than that. She 
doesn’t stop with interest in physical food. Her French 
father, her Latin grandfather, and her Greek great-grand- 
father all taught her that she must represent concern for “the 
whole manner of living.” Look in your dictionary— 
“1, Habitual course as of living, or esp. feeding.” “Or” is 
there, yes, but the whole manner comes first in importance. 
If once your missionary society can bring all mothers to 
walk along with “nourish” and meet “diet” in all her vital 
meaning, what a difference that introduction will make in 
the thoughts of the mothers! Some way it is so much easier 
to be concerned about the kind of bread the grocer sends up 
than it is about the Bread of Life for your own child, for 
the world’s children. 

A girl went home from a missionary conference determined 
to gather funds to relieve physical suffering and to send 
a missionary to satisfy spiritual hunger in a certain section 
of God’s world. She had two money goals in mind. People 
responded and she sent a gift along at once to provide food. 
Other people promised to give money, some to give more very 
soon. The girl’s desire did not weaken, but in time sadly she 
reported: “It is easier to get money for stomachs than souls. 
Even at that many did not give anything. I do not know 
whether they did not care or whether they forgot. In either 
case the people go on starving.” She is right. The appeal 
of stomachs is more easily answered; then even that gets no 
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response and “the people starve,” those who are physically 
and spiritually needy and those who starve their spirits by 
not giving. Comfortable young people of today, cared for in 
America as no other group in all the world are cared for, 
must take of the Bread of Life and distribute it to others in 
America and around the world, or their own souls starve into 
shrunken things; and mothers and missionary society mem- 
bers who have kept spiritual cupboards empty or scantily 
provided will be the guilty ones. This business of Christian 
missionary nourishment is far more important from the stand- 
point of the coming kingdom than the matter of diet, so 
frequently discussed. Every mother will help foster by seeing 
that her children can and do attend the midweek missionary 
education organizations when she really understands “nourish” 
in this true light. 

A daughter of Girls’ Auxiliary age wanted to go to Girls’ 
Auxiliary which met right after school on Tuesday. ‘May 
I go to Gladys’ for G.A. meeting tonight after school?” she 
called as she made the morning dash for school. ‘“‘No, in- 
deed, you come straight home from school; don’t you go 
G.A.-ing anywhere.” 

The Baptist church had a Girls’ Auxiliary, a girl wanted 
to go, but her mother didn’t know what G.A. was. Part of 
fostering would have sent someone—a caller from the foster- 
ing circle, or the committee especially interested in promoting 
the Girls’ Auxiliary—to explain to that mother so well that 
if daughter seemed to forget, mother could call, ‘““G.A. meet- 
ing tonight, you know. I'll expect you after it is over.” 
“Sure, I hadn’t forgotten,” comes the eager, well-nourished 
reply from a daughter receiving a missionary diet through a 
really fostering society which shows the mothers the im- 
portance of missionary education organizations in their 
churches. What is missed in not going to them is readily 
seen by knowing what fortunate nourished boys and girls 
think about their organizations. 
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An Intermediate G.A. member of South Carolina wrote on 
“What the Girls’ Auxiliary Means to Me.” 


To me, Girls’ Auxiliary means fellowship with happy, cheerful, 
consecrated girls; girls who are boundless in energy and always eager to 
be of help to others. It means an opportunity to serve even as Christ 
did to help relieve the sick and suffering. I fecl it is a great privilege 
to belong to such an organization, and to it I pledge my whole-hearted 
devotion. 

Our G.A. Star Ideals have been especially an inspiration to me. I have 
not been able to reach these ideals as yet, but they are a constant chal- 
lenge. Our first ideal, “Abiding in Him Through Prayer,” has meant a 
great deal to me. I love to think of Jesus as a very real Friend who is 
interested in everything I do, and to whom J can talk just as if he were 
here in person with me. Bible study, community missions, stewardship of 
my time, money, and personality, and the acknowledgment of the Great 
Commission are also goals toward which I am striving. 

One of the most interesting phases of the Girls’ Auxiliary is the For- 
ward Steps. Here is an opportunity to learn more about our Bible, 
Woman’s Missionary Union, and the work of our missionaries. There is 
lots of work to be done in completing these steps, but we are fully re- 
paid for our effort by the knowledge we gain and the joy we derive 
from having done our best. 

The Girls’ Auxiliary is a grand organization. I find myself looking 
forward to every meeting because of the beautiful spirit of friendship 
and love which characterizes each of them. 


Others not so advanced in schools have said more briefly: 
“T enjoy G.A. every meeting. It makes me feel more saved.” 
No one need quibble with the theology of the girl’s statement, 
for a moment’s thought will show at once what she meant, 
drawn out of the world’s clamor in the quiet of that pur- 
poseful meeting she was sure of a risen Redeemer. Her 
statement is a girl’s expression like Fanny Crosby’s ‘Blessed 
Assurance.” 

“I was very proud to get to go,” wrote another G.A. “I 
learned about the missionaries. I like to prepare programs 
about them.” 

At the time of the G.A. Twenty-fifth Anniversary in 
1938, several who had been G.A.’s wrote in appreciation of 
what Girls’ Auxiliary had meant to them. “It made me a 


THE HAPPY TRAIL OF FOSTERING 133 


Christian and a church worker. I learned much about the 
missionaries. Do have more G.A.’s” 

And not G.A.’s alone. The same reasoning is true in 
regard to necessity for fostering R.A., Y.W.A., and Sunbeam 
Band. It was a comparatively new Young Woman’s Auxil- 
iary organization from which a member wrote: ‘“‘There never 
was such an organization for helping a girl to find herself 
and her place in church life. Already four of our girls have 
definite convictions that they are called to special service in 
the fields so needy we have studied about. I would not take 
a fortune in gold or silver for the experiences that have been 
mine as president of this missionary organization. How rich 
Iam! I am beginning to understand what wealth really is.” 

So it is with boys in Royal Ambassador Chapters, too. The 
Connely Chapter of Benton Boulevard Baptist Church in 
Kansas City, Missouri, provided its own letterhead by means 
of a humble mimeograph. The R.A. watchword at the top 
center, “Connely” and “Chapter” on either side of the R.A. 
emblem, and the name of the church beneath that were very 
imposing. The letter read: 

As the old year has gone out and brought in the new year, it has left 
with us many happy memories and milestones in the work of R.A. This 
is the first full year that we have spent as an R.A. Chapter and we 
are wont to turn back and see what it has brought us, not that it has 
been all as it should or that it is of ourselves but that we might view 
the working and blessings of God in our midst. 

As the year wore on we were enabled to emerge from the early trials 
that seem to go with all beginnings and to stand on the firmer ground 
established for those who trust in God. In these things which we have 
set before us as aims—prayer, a spirit of missions, loyalty, the telling 
of the world of our Saviour, and the creating of a deep and true feeling 
of the presence of God in the hearts and lives of boys the world 
over we have been wonderfully blessed. We have been blessed in 
membership, rising from six to twenty-eight. We have been A-1 for the 
year. We have one Page, nine Squires, two Knights and two Ambassa- 
dors. Great hopes are held for the coming year not only for this chap- 
ter but for the whole R.A. movement the world over that it may go on 
until the world has been won into a unified body praising God, the 
Maker, and Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of all men.” 
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Yes, it is worth while to foster organizations which will 
mean such definite missionary interest and spiritual growth 
to young people, and what has been done in other churches 
can be done in yours. What missionary organizations have 
done for other young people, they can do for yours when 
properly fostered and nourished. 

There are 350 programs and agencies of national scope in 
the United States whose purpose is character building. The 
government, various social clubs, health and farm bureaus, 
are all alert to foster the interest of growing children. Must 
not the church be awake also? The church does not com- 
pete for allegiance and loyalty, but the church must exert 
herself to receive and hold in treasured trust that loyalty 
which belongs to her, the bride of Christ. If the church sits 
back, hands folded from Sunday to Sunday, while clubs and 
societies for young people fill up their time and win their 
first interest, where will be her future deacons, teachers, 
preachers, missionaries? 

“What are churches for but to make missionaries? What 
is education for but to train them? What is commerce for 
but to carry them? What is money for but to send them? 
What is life for, but to fulfil the purpose of missions, the 
enthronement of Jesus Christ in the hearts of men?” 

The missionary society cannot permit malnutrition among 
the young people of her church life. This century knows 
as no previous one that youth is the time for formation of 
character, for forming God’s future. There can be no blind 
spots on the clear vision of the eyes of youth when the world 
is so small, so shrunken by invention. It was a boy sitting 
by a fire in the home kitchen who found the secret of steam 
and from that beginning by Sir James Watt came the power 
age. The power of youth in our homes, in our churches 
today, waits to be controlled, to be won. Will it be won for 
Christ and his kingdom plans? The answer rests with the 
church, and by the very nature of motherhood, with the 
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mothers of the church life. Will they foster and nourish or 
will they be so concerned with physical bodies, temporal mat- 
ters, that spiritual understanding is dwarfed, world interest 
is handicapped? 


1. Call for Leaders 


First, there must be a leader, a counselor for each auxiliary 
to work with the general W.M.U. young people’s director. 
Strange that this should cause consternation or difficulty. 
Devoted women should be available, ready. 

The Woman’s Missionary Society should be glad to relin- 
quish any of its most able women from other tasks, if neces- 
sary. Youth, the tomorrow, is more important. A mother 
and child were once drowned together. There was a large 
estate and considerable question as to under whose name 
it should be administered, the mother’s or the child’s. The 
court decided quickly that the child would be the last to 
die as the mother would hold it in a place of safety to the 
end. The court knew the quality of mother love. Isn’t 
that to be the quality of the Christian zeal of the women of 
your church? The children should be first. The child’s, the 
young people’s organization must be fostered no matter what 
sacrifice of leadership the W.M.S. must make. Miss Heck said, 
“For the older society to work, no matter how diligently, 
without building up the young people’s organizations is 
to attempt to build a permanent house without a permanent 
foundation.” Usually there are leaders available, unenlisted 
in any commanding task, who would take such responsibility 
if it were prayerfully presented with definite assurance of the 
co-operative help of the other women. Even in Brazil where 
the literacy rate is so low among women of the interior that 
often only one in a society can read, 313 of the 700 churches 
are already fostering a Sunbeam Band. The leader who ac- 
cepts without thought of the effort she must invest and 
energy she must expend is not really desirable after all. It 


136 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


is not wise for the young people’s director to stop Mrs. Jones 
casually between church and Sunday school and say, “Mrs. 
Jones, won’t you take the Junior G.A.’s? We just can’t get 
anybody else. There isn’t much to do, really.” If Mrs. 
Jones accepts, she may well feel she had a right to quit be- 
cause she took the work under false pretenses. If she accepts 
looking for an easy task, there is a question mark raised im- 
mediately about her real qualifications for leadership in mis- 
sionary education activities. 


2. Qualities for Leadership 


This kingdom business calls for men and women of real 
vigor and ability that is not found in those who take life 
as a pleasant place to recline at ease. Such an attitude is not 
desirable for young people, and it is still true that “what the 
leader is thunders so loud one cannot hear what she says.” 
To be sure, the kingdom’s progress is by the power of the 
Holy Spirit; it is God’s gift of redemption reaching out; 
but the present agencies used by the Father are men and 
women with passion, desiring to tell the gospel story to others 
by their lives, with their own lips, through the gifts that 
support others, made strong by intelligent praying. Select 
that kind of leader, then, to give missionary leadership to 
youth. Leaders must be as well as do. Youth sees through 
compromise, hypocrisy, insincerity. There must be universal 
love to overcome racial prejudice taught by non-Christian 
elements; there must be genuine love of neighbors to scale 
the walls so readily raised by growing young people in our 
materialistic civilization. There must be good intention and 
zeal and intelligence, a well-balanced personality in the 
makeup of these important leaders and counselors. ‘To have 
contact with young life is dangerous”; for the impact of 
personality on personality will leave a mark for the King or 
a marred scar which handicaps. Let your leader be a person 
who will have fellowship in friendly ways with the members 
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of her organization, knowing them intimately, their hobbies, 
their backgrounds, ambitions, school grades, or business prob- 
lems—then she can really help the growing soul find proper 
nourishment. Supply the potential leader with manual, guide, 
mission magazines; promise to make available supplies such 
as Standard of Excellence wall charts, mission story and mis- 
sion study book, homes for meeting places, transportation, 
refreshments for the social hour which means so much today. 
Promise the prayerful co-operation and interest of the other 
women, and give it unstintedly, knowing your selected leader 
must have all the help everyone can give. 


3. Gratif ying Results 


Select someone who will look at all mission material of 
possible use somewhere and will be eager to read and know 
and keep ahead of her young people in missionary knowledge. 
Find someone who will visit the school, talk with the school- 
teacher, know educational methods sc that missionary educa- 
tion can be carried on as effectively for the Master as public 
school work is done for the citizenry of our country. En- 
courage your potential leader to look forward to the results 
of her investment of time and prayer, planning and effort; 
to accept this as a trust, knowing there will be discourage- 
ments and difficulties but knowing there will be rewards far 
outweighing them if she persists. Many leaders have found 
it so. 

A counselor was writing from Texas. Her earnest heart 
was plainly seen along with the humble circumstances that 
took paper from a child’s school tablet to carry her glowing 
message. She wrote: “I was discouraged about my girls. I 
thought I’d quit. But in the meeting today one of the girls 
prayed that God would let her go to Brazil. It will be years 
before she is grown and gone; I may be in heaven by then; 
but I think I shall know that is my G.A. in Brazil.” That’s 
it. One does not pull up the plant to look at the roots when 
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cultivating; one knows they do grow in God’s rain and sun. 
So in missionary education one provides the atmosphere, the 
background, the information, the prayer, and waits for the 
growth to show in some blossom of promise, some future har- 
vest of growth. 

A G.A. counselor in Tennessee tells about her G.A. It 
was the first missionary organization in her church, They 
rarely had heard a missionary sermon, and the girls had to 
begin from the beginning concerning missions. It was a 
slow, hard pull. After five months of hard work the coun- 
selor was sure it was a complete failure, but just when she 
felt she would tell them they would disband, two of her 
brightest and most comprehending girls separately whispered 
their desire to become missionaries somewhere for Christ. 
Then there was no discouragement which weighed on the 
disbanding side of the scales. 

An R.A. counselor, of Arkansas, testified: ‘I became an 
R.A. counselor because of my love and sympathy for boys. 
I have always felt that they were often neglected when plans 
were made for the training of our young people. When I 
was sixteen years old I accepted a call for ‘special service,’ but 
it was thirteen years later when I was given the opportunity 
to lead boys, which I believe has become my special service. 
I have been working with them six years and already four of 
them are in the active ministry with promise of becoming 
worldwide evangels. My years of anxious waiting for the call 
have already been repaid, but there is more work than ever to 
be done. My aim for them is that I with God’s help shall 
lead them to higher hills of vision, and if they are not called 
to preach the gospel, that they will become the best laymen 
in the land with their hearts on fire for missions.” 

A Y.W.A. counselor explained, ‘There came a need for a 
Y.W.A. counselor in my church, and when they came to 
me and asked me to accept the responsibility the Lord seemed 
to speak to me telling me it was the thing for me to do. 
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This was several months ago and I truthfully say it has been 
the most delightful of all my Christian work.” 

She had been counselor of an R.A. Chapter for seventeen 
years. Lawyers, doctors, a minister, others in less outstand- 
ing professions and business had passed through the Chapter. 
She loved them all and served on. It was the year of the 
Golden Jubilee meeting of Woman’s Missionary Union in 
Richmond. “Oh, no, I couldn’t go. Yes, it would be 
glorious but I mustn’t afford it.” But she went. The 
R.A.’s wrote around to the men who had been R.A.’s and 
told them of their plan, a secret, to get together enough 
money to send her. Yes, she went, her boys wanted her to so 
much. Boys aren’t given to speeches of appreciation, but at 
least once in seventeen years she knew they did love her 
and were grateful for her leadership in their lives. 


4, Rewards for Leadership 


There is a reward richer by far than even missionaries with 
a personal claim and boys grown up in gratitude; there is the 
reward of acceptable service given the King of kings and a 
special reward for leaders of youth. What did Jesus say? 
“If anyone receives one such little child in my name, he 
receives me and him who sent me.” 

Having selected carefully and prayerfully, discussed the 
work and the reward, leave the woman to pray and think 
before giving her answer. She will understand that her 
leadership is not just a matter of promoting another organi- 
zation, of holding one meeting and another and another for 
programs; her leadership becomes life in the making, a king- 
dom coming. She will share in the feeling of Jean Kenyon 
Mackenzie, talented missionary to Africa, as she wrote near 
the end of her fruitful service, privileged to see some results 
of her labors in Christian men and women, “To pray thy 
kingdom come and then see it coming, crowding up an old 
path that has been made straight in the way of the Lord.” 
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And it will be so if missionary society and church leaders 
together with young people see that gracious future when 
crooked places in economic and racial life shall be made 
straight, the rough places of prejudices and hate made smooth, 
the low valleys of poverty and insufferable working conditions 
exalted with appreciation of the dignity of every man’s 
labor and personality; and the aimlessly wandering feet of 
the lost set with certainty in the highway of the Lord. 


5. Co-operation in Fostering 


To this end leaders and mothers, counselors and missionary 
society members will all work together. For fostering calls 
for united effort of all, for frequent investment of talents of 
each. The leader, the counselor, must not bear the burden 
or receive the rewards alone. All the talents, abilities, apti- 
tudes found among adults can be used in fostering. Latent 
talent is shifted from disuse to use by love for youth and 
the kingdom that moves the position of the letters in the 
word so slightly but so greatly. Storytelling, handwork, 
singing, playing the piano, costuming, instinct for pageantry 
or drama, building and keeping a missionary library, painting, 
directing recreation, map-making, cutting out invitations, 
sewing, planning favors or menus for banquets—whatever 
can be done in any of these lines is useful in fostering. If 
a woman can’t do any of these, perhaps she has something 
that will be useful in fostering—a big house, a large yard, 
a vacant garage, a world globe, pictures, curios, a subscrip- 
tion to the National Geographic magazine, a treasured trip, 
a stamp album, candlesticks to lend, the collective instinct— 
any of these dedicated to the Lord can become an important 
part of fostering. Perhaps some woman has a car at her 
disposal; how valuable that can become in missionary edu- 
cation, taking young people home, to rallies, to Y.W.A. 
Council meetings—all important in this nourishing of a taste 
for missions! In old Jerusalem, in the troubled, uncertain 


days of Arab-Jewish terrorism, the Y.W.A. and R.A. kept 
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on meeting every Tuesday evening even though the young 
people who lived a bit far had to be taken home in a taxi. 
Our missionaries had no automobile: but most churches in 
America can find one to use if they recognize its importance 
in fostering as plainly as they see it in Palestine. 

The young people’s director or the counselor can call on 
different women for this or that and the whole task is light- 
ened and brightened for all. She arranges for a circle to 
foster one organization with personality and with open purse 
to supply what is needed, so that everyone can share in the 
work. 

Who can invent or offer excuse in the face of such oppor- 
tunity and need? “I haven’t time”—whose time is it? “I 
can’t leave home”—but the children could come to your 
home. “I have my housework”—Martha offered that excuse 
once, too; would you have chosen Martha’s place then? 
Why now? “I have so many demands on me, I’m really just 
rushed to death every minute”’—with what? Clubs—social, 
literary, political, garden clubs? Dare a Christian woman 
use her freedom to do as she pleases as an excuse from service 
to which Christ calls? Look at the women of non-Christian 
lands. They had no clubs, no literary societies, no garden 
clubs, no participation in government until Christ began to 
be known and make his own transformation, lifting woman- 
kind as she clung to the gospel trellis. Christ gave you 
freedom; one sees it better by far contrast than by looking 
near by. Madame Chiang Kai Shek knows a new freedom in 
Christ even in the agony of her national life, but thirty-five 
women were withdrawn from the Reichstag in Germany in 
1933. Women are beginning to step into all phases of life 
in recent years in South America; while in Italy, Mussolini 
pushes the women out of public life, back to their kitchens, 
to rearing babies for cannon fodder. Christian women in 
America, devoted Baptist women, will think well before 
offering clubs as excuse for accepting fostering responsibili- 
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ties. The young people’s director will talk earnestly and 
convincingly with the women in W.M.S. to keep all these 
relative matters before them. 

The town church cannot say it is easier for the rural 
church to have these organizations; the rural church cannot 
say it is easier for the town or city church to maintain them. 
Each situation has its difficulties of distance with streetcars 
that require carfare, or miles that must be covered on foot or 
in car; of time demanded by extracurricular activities in 
the city schools, used up in waiting or journeying on the 
bus to the consolidated rural school. The city has its own 
problems; the rural community has its own problems; they 
will practically balance, but we are looking at people, people 
who in the midst of problems are becoming—what? The 
young people must not become hidden from sight behind 
these problems. They are all young people, quite the same 
in characteristics, in ambitions, in potentialities for the King. 
If there is an absence of “cultural advantages” in the coun- 
try, the need for missionary organizations is increased. If the 
clamors of city life are louder than in the country, the more 
is the need and value of missionary education there. The 
time of meeting may be quite different. The general plan 
which works best by and large, is that of midweek after- 
noon meetings for G.A.’s, Junior R.A.’s, and Sunbeams, with 
supper or night meetings for Intermediate R.A.’s and 
Y.W.A’s. Some organizations for younger ages meet on 
Saturday morning or afternoons. Follow whatever time 
scheme seems wiser in your church and community life. In 
the rural church the organizations may meet after Sunday 
school on Sundays when there is no regular preaching. In 
the city churches there may be a “Family Night” service in- 
stead of customary prayer meeting. 

A boy returned from the R.A. camp to which his grand- 
mother’s gift had sent him. There was no R.A. in his church. 
He went to school on a bus. It was always early. He 
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wanted an R.A. Chapter. He went to the principal and ex- 
plained what an R.A. Chapter was. ‘Could we fellows meet 
in a schoolroom once every week in the morning after the 
bus comes in?” They could and they did and they do. One 
boy’s desire and determination had found time to meet. 


Il. FosTER-TO CULTIVATE 


Camps and house parties, conclaves and conferences are 
indeed cultivating parts of this engaging fostering business. 
Surely they “loosen or break up the soil.” The regular meet- 
ings and activities of the organization within the home church 
are blessed by such stirring times as these, as by Promotion 
Day and Focus Weeks. As a part of fostering young people 
can be encouraged to go to these W.M.U. state or district 
gatherings, and some should even have their expenses paid. 

It is of interest to know that Woman’s Missionary Union, 
by inaugurating a successful Y.W.A. Camp at Ridgecrest, 
North Carolina, turned the ebb of disuse of that Baptist 
property into a tide of pride in the series of Southwide meet- 
ings now held there. The first Y.W.A. camp was in 1923 
when Mrs. W. C. James was president. One of the major 
blessings and features of the Y.W.A. camp has been the 
opportunity it has afforded for young women to live together 
for ten happy days in fellowship with W.M.U. Southwide 
president, executive secretary, and other leaders in the mis- 
sionary thought and experience of Southern Baptists. Several 
noted speakers now favorites on other S.B.C. programs became 
known to our Southern constituency through their appear- 
ance first at Y.W.A. camp. Each year choicest missionaries, 
visitors from other nationalities, state young people’s leaders, 
and hundreds of young women enjoy and profit by the ten 
days’ experiences. Such themes as “Being a Disciple,” “With 
the Inviting Christ at the World’s Crossroads,” “From Firm 
Foundations to Far Horizons,” “Breaking Down Barriers to 
the Gospel” as taken from Henrietta Hall Shuck’s journals 
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for the year of the Shuck Centennial, “Living Up to Our 
High Heritage” during the Golden Jubilee, have been the 
annual pivots around which the programs of classes, addresses, 
conferences, and recreation have been built. The permanent 
slogan, ‘Fellowship, Friendship, Frolic, and His Spirit over 
All” carries over from one year to the next. It has often been 
said that a young woman is never the same after attending 
Y.W.A. Camp. This letter from a camper of 1937, the presi- 
dent of a city Y.W.A. Council, a young schoolteacher, will 
illustrate the truth of that statement. 


Our glorious days at Y.W.A. Camp already seem ages ago. The inspi- 
ration wag just so marvelous that I felt I was almost treading on holy 
ground. It is a temptation to want to live on the mountaintops, yet the 
greatest joys of service come from the little things we do in the valley. 
Never before have I felt my responsibility so keenly, nor have I been 
more determined to give my best in Christ’s service. 

Ridgecrest is such a magic place, it is difficult to say what meant 
most, but surely one of the most powerful parts was in the inspirational 
messages at vespers. They were so soul-stirring and thought-provoking, 
that even in the future, though I may forget some of their content, the 
power and inspiration I received will continue to live in my life. 

Knowing and associating with so many lovely Christian girls for a 
whole ten days was a joy that will last a lifetime. 

I have had the pleasure of bringing echoes to four groups already and 
I’m scheduled for several more. Our associational quarterly meeting was 
so large this time and I told about Y.W.A. Camp there. The association- 
al superintendent attended a church Sunday in which the pastor, who 
heard me in my echoes, as I quoted Dr. Hara, Mr. Djang, and others, 
repeated some of the things I told. So you see how the messages will 
continue to spread to all parts of the South. 

Since I’ve been home, I have reread my copies of The Window of 
Y.W.A. with a new joy and meaning. Each article has a personal touch 
that I have never appreciated quite as much before and its messages seem 
so much nearer. 


The young women quickly share their Y.W.A. Camp in- 
spiration that it may keep fresh and strong in their lives. 
And it does. The pastor of a comparatively large city church 
looked with pride after two young women leaving the room. 
“Those two young women are the central missionary force 
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of this church. They got it at Y.W.A. Camp. We will 
never let a season go by now without having at least one 
Y.W.A. from our church there.” Cultivating at a South- 
wide camp produces conspicuously large fruit. 

Similarly state camps or district or associational are valuable 
for R.A.’s and G.A.’s. Ask any young people who have 
been to them and watch their eyes sparkle and their faces 
glow. Of course, they remember jolly times, stunts, parties, 
handwork, recreational singing, but they remember something 
that reached down into the quiet of their hearts and called, 
“Follow me,” so yearningly they will never forget. 

At an R.A. camp in Florida, a young pastor spoke each 
evening on “Christ’s First Ambassadors.” When the final 
service was reached, twelve of the boys representing the 
twelve disciples, carrying white crosses, gathered around a 
larger white cross. The one representing Judas laid down 
his cross and left the group. Another boy representing Paul 
came with a cross and stood in the place which “Judas” had 
left vacant. Each one recited a verse of Scripture, telling of 
the apostle he represented. Then the other boys who were 
Christians came and stood with them to signify that they 
were ready to take up the cross and follow Christ also. Ten 
others came to accept Christ as their Saviour, saying that 
they wanted to be Ambassadors for him. 

Often before leaving camps and house parties boys or girls 
are asked to write down what the days have meant to them. 
This is done for several purposes. The director can more 
accurately gauge the effectiveness of the program; the boys 
and girls in writing take time to think, to make decisions, 
and in writing these down are strengthened in their purposes. 
The following are voluntary expressions from R.A.’s and 
G.A.’s in several different states. 

The R.A. camp has been a help to me by teaching me more about 


R.A. and God, and the other boys helped me to learn more than I knew 
before and I will tell the other boys about the trip. 
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This camp has made a better boy out of me. I think that I can go 
home and do better work. 


The R.A. camp has taught me about missions and I have learned the 
hardships that the people of China go through and the hardships of the 
missionary, and I want to help them more. I want to say that I have 
enjoyed the camp 

This R.A. camp has inspired me to live a better life for Christ. 

In my opinion the R.A. camp has been very successful due to the 
Christian spirit and fellowship dominating. It has helped me spiritually 
as well as physically. It also showed me the interest in missions aroused 
in other parts of the state. 

This camp has helped me in many ways. First, it has givea me new 
contacts. Second, it has shown me that a lot of boys besides myself are 
interested in R.A. work. 

Camp is a good place to make friends. This is my second year to attend 
G.A. camp, and one thing that I like about it is the friendly fellowship 
among the girls. Another phase of camp life that I have enjoyed this 
week has been the evening vespers, led by Mr. David Anderson. I have 
found them very interesting, and I feel they have drawn me nearer to 


God. 

I like camp because it is a Christian gathering. I have really enjoyed 
myself. I have enjoyed the message the honor guests have given to us. 
It is a nice place to stay. I hope I can come back next year. 


At a G.A. Camp a little Catholic girl was saved. “I have 
given my heart to Jesus. I am going to win my parents to 
him, too,” she said. 

With the joys of directed recreation, the creative pleasures 
of handwork connected with mission study classes and the 
heart-warming which all these gatherings fostered by W.M.U. 
bring to boys and girls and young women in meetings planned 
especially for boys or for girls, it is no wonder that they 
choose to attend them rather than to go on other vacation 
trips. In the summer of 1945 more than 30,000 young 
people were in W.M.U. camps in our several southern states. 
A national educator remarked a few years ago that “camping 
is the missing link in education today.” W.M.U. is closing 
up that link by fostering these well-planned, missionary- 
centered camps. 


THE HAPPY TRAIL OF FOSTERING 147 


1. Focus Weeks 


Focus Weeks for the four young people’s organizations are 
also periods of intensive cultivation. Begun in 1935, the 
plan has proved so successful that Focus Weeks continue to 
be promoted in the churches where Woman’s Missionary So- 
cieties are alertly fostering. Such cultivation is very valuable. 
It shows the young people that the whole church, not just 
their counselor or leader, not just the fostering circle or even 
the Woman’s Missionary Society as a whole, is interested in 
their spiritual growth. As plants do their best for those who 
love them, so do young people. How proudly the R.A. 
ushers receive the offering! In a certain large city church a 
rather portly deacon always distributed the plates to the 
ushers as they stood in the front around the pulpit. The 
boys all wanted to be that particular deacon, and it was a 
real balm to “Fatty” to be chosen because he fitted best. 
Such a little detail, but not small to “Fatty” who straight- 
ened with dignity as he led the youthful ushers down the 
aisle that Sunday of Focus Week! 

Other boys have recited the Scripture reading for the 
morning or evening worship; chapters have quoted their 
commission at the pastor’s request; they have conducted 
prayer meeting and made it outstanding in a whole year of 
midweek services; Fathers and Sons have banqueted together 
during Focus Week. 

At Owensboro, Kentucky, a supplementary mimeographed 
folder was distributed with the church bulletin. The folder 
was R.A. gold in color, with the outlined shield stenciled 
on the cover, announcing the Royal Ambassador Focus Week 
of the Enete and Maddry Chapters of that church. Inside 
the week’s program was given. 


ROYAL AMBASSADOR FOCUS WEEK 


Monpnay 


The Royal Ambassadors will meet to work on their various ranks. 


148 THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


TUESDAY 


The boys will continue to work on their R.A. ranks. They will also 
visit in interest of the attendance of boys and parents at the prayer 
service Wednesday. 

WEDNESDAY 

At 7:00 o’clock Wednesday evening an Achievement Council will be 
held in the R.A. Chapter room. Boys who have completed any rank 
or part of a rank will appear before the Council. All boys are urged to 
come early enough to attend the Achievement Council, as final plans for 
the father-son banquet will be made then. At 7:45 the R.A.’s will attend 
prayer meeting in a body. 

THURSDAY 


The Royal Ambassadors will do Knightly Deeds. Thursday will also 
be designated as “World Comrades Day.”* Every member of our R.A. 
Chapter should be a subscriber to the official R.A. magazine, World Com- 
rades. It comes every month and costs only one dollar a year. 


FRIDAY 
At 6:30 Friday evening there will be a father-son banquet at the 
church for the Royal Ambassadors and their dads. ‘Every First Baptist 
R.A. present with his Dad.” 
SATURDAY 


All the Royal Ambassadors of Daviess-McLean Association will study 
the R.A. manual at Walnut Street Church Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
until about 2:30 p.M. Bring your lunch and have a great time. 


The Prayer Service program presented a playlet on Peace 
and a dramatization, eee Se World Com- 
rades. Fathers assisted in the dramatization which showed an 
auctioneer receiving bids for a boy “‘on the block.” Bids were 
made by War, Crime, Amusements, Movies, Liquor, and then 
fortunately by Missions, the Brotherhood and Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union. The women of the missionary society planned 
and served the banquet which meant a great deal to both 
fathers and sons. 

G.A.’s enjoy their Focus Week activities and are strength- 


ened in their zeal by the merited publicity in newspapers, 
church bulletins, and posters. 


*Now it would be Ambassador Life. 
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G.A. FOCUS WEEK 


G.A. Focus Week was a busy one with us, for there was something to 
do each day of the week. 

Sunday afternoon we visited Camp Alice, leaving with each of the 
patients a lovely valentine. We also conducted a song and prayer service 
with them. It is always a joy to visit these sick ones and bring them a 
ray of sunshine with a message from God’s Word. 

Monday was open house with our counselor, and at her home we 
gathered during the afternoon and evening to work on our Forward 
Steps. 

Tuesday afternoon, our W.M.S. had their inspirational meeting in the 
educational building, and seven of our G.A.’s took part on that pro- 
gram, doing their parts well. 

Wednesday evening, we met together in our prayer circle and then 
completed the booklets for our mother-daughter banquet. 

Thursday evening was given entirely to the practice of a stewardship 
playlet to be given the following Sunday morning. Those not having 
speaking parts were in the choir. 

Friday evening was the long-looked-for event, our mother-daughter 
banquet, with our state young people’s secretary and state W.M.U. 
treasurer as guest speakers. This was certainly a very happy occasion for 
the W.M.S. gave us a well-prepared banquet. The hall was lovely in 
the color scheme of green and white. Two girls were awarded the scep- 
ter for having attained Queen with a Scepter. 

Saturday evening was practice time again, to be sure we were ready 
for the service Sunday morning. 

Sunday morning was the climax of the whole week, when we gave the 
playlet, “The Tale of Two Tithes.” Our auditorium was ful], the choir 
and speakers all did their parts well, and there was not a correction 
anywhere. The message of the playlet was given in a beautiful manner 
and the time used in its preparations was well spent. 

In all, this was a busy but very happy week, and one we shall not 
soon forgot. It brought us closer to one another and to our counselor as 
we worked together, and gave us inspiration to go on in the work of 
the Master’s kingdom. 

Davin ANDERSON INTERMEDIATE G.A. 
First Baptist Church, Sumter, S. C. 


On Sunday, we attended preaching and sat in reserved seats. On Mon- 
day, we gave a well-prepared Bible reading at the meeting of the W.M.S., 
and sang the G.A. hymn. On Tuesday, we attended the young people’s 
session of the state W.M.U. convention. On Wednesday, the church gave 
us the prayer meeting hour, and we put on a program using greetings 
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from the auxiliaries and foreigners as given in World Comrades, with 
missionary songs and prayers. On Thursday, we visited the sick and 
shut-ins and distributed flowers. On Friday, we went on an Easter egg 
hunt. We like G.A. Focus Week. 
West GREENVILLE CHURCH 
Greenville, S. C. 


LITTLE SUNBEAMS LIKE FOCUS WEEK 


This Focus Week of the Troy Sunbeam Band was one of the best that 
my Sunbeam Band has ever had. I have never seen a bunch of children 
any happier than these seventeen were. On Monday, the revival meeting 
began and the Sunbeams all gathered to sit together up at the front. 
Each evening the visiting preacher would take fifteen minutes and let 
the children sing some special song and then he would tell them a Bible 
story. 

Each child went from home to home on Tuesday and invited other 
children to come to church and help sing and hear the stories, also. 
They began with seventeen and at the close of the meeting forty children 
were up there. On Wednesday, we visited the sick and shut-ins, carry- 
ing trays. On Thursday, we gathered at the church and finished planning 
a Golden Jubilee program to have at the W.M.S. meeting the next after- 
noon. 

We gave this sweet and beautiful little program to the W.M.S. using 
the Sunbeam Stewardship Acrostic “Fifty Years of Building,” from 
World Comrades, and the song “This Is the Year of Jubilee.” We closed 
with a special prayer for the work that is being done and asked that the 
Master would help us to make this year a greater year in his work. We 
had a cake decorated with yellow icing and candles and “W.M.U.” and 
“1888” and “1938” on top. The home in which we had this meeting 
was beautifully decorated with yellow flowers, and as each adult member 
arrived, two Sunbeams pinned a yellow flower on her shoulder. 

But to me, Friday evening was the most beautiful service of all the 
Focus Week. God touched the little tender hearts of five of the Sun- 
beams and asked them to give him their best, and they gave him their 
hearts. After the service, each one said, “Oh, how happy I am!” I 
would not have asked the Master for a better program for this Focus 
Week. 

Troy, S. C. 


During our Sunbeam Focus Week, we studied The Chinese Boat Baby, 
taking a new chapter each afternoon and then doing something else. 
Monday after the first chapter we gave a program before the W.M.S. 
After the second chapter on Tuesday, we visited Sunbeam Babies, and 
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Wednesday went to visit shut-ins. We studied the fourth chapter on 
Thursday and made scrapbooks for Sunbeam room at the Baptist hos- 


pital. Then Friday, when the book was finished, we had a party at the 
home of the leader. 


Brunson, S. C. 


Y.W.A.’s rejoice when their designated week comes in the 
annual Plan of Work. Variety in the week selected gives 
different seasonal backgrounds and makes planning spicy with 
interest from year to year. The Maryland state road com- 
mission finds that most highway accidents occur on long 
stretches of road instead of at curves. Drivers grow careless 
in the sheer ease of driving. So in the pleasant regular ac- 
tivities of a mission education organization, there may be a 
slip from the straightway of missionary progress, then along 
comes Focus Week to restore careful attention to all details, 
to see that no untoward deviation causes any trouble. 

An occasional W.M.S. may demur that they do not believe 
in suppers, banquets, refreshments for their young people, 
they do not want the young people coming just to be fed. 
There is an old story about the mother who did not want her 
child given money by his uncles and aunts; she wanted her 
son “to be good for nothing.” No one wants to bribe young 
people, but if a supper called a banquet attractively arranged 
with decorations and favors makes a missionary address more 
delectable, why not add these touches? The forces of the 
world do not hesitate to entice in all the possible ways to 
that which degrades. How attractive is the new tavern? 
The cocktail hour? The advertisement of a young woman 
smoking cigarettes? We must show that we appreciate the 
noble and good by giving it as much attention as others give 
the contrasting evils. Hostesses will be tireless in arranging 
for a bridge party; why not give more time to preparation 
for the missionary meeting? Estimates of importance are 
indicated to youth by what is “put out”; then let the church 
through its missionary society fostering “put out” at least 
a little for young people in missionary education. 
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2. Promotion Day 
Promotion Day will bring another important time of cul- 
tivating in the fostering activities of Woman’s Missionary 
Societies. Young people in missions follow the plans of 
progress, stepping up as in school work in the type of dis- 
cussion and study. Anyone is sorry for an older girl who 
is just entering or is kept in the elementary grade at school. 
Similarly a general gradation has been worked out which is 
wise for missionary education: Sunbeams 4 to-9; Girls’ Auxil- 
iary: ; Intermediate, 13 to 16; Y.W.A., 
to 25, or iage; Royal Ambassadors: Junior, 9 to 13; 
incase 13 and up. When young people are acquainted 
with the whole system, they look forward to promotion with 
a feeling of satisfaction in achievement. Proper fostering 
pulls up weeds of clannishness, giving space for new, friendly 
experiences with other counselors and members to grow. The 
promotion certificates provided by Woman’s Missionary 
Union through state W.M.U. headquarters are most attrac- 
tive to the young people. No promotion certificate is pro- 
vided for Y.W.A.’s because the marriage certificate serves 
for many and others promote to the business women’s circles 
without caring for a special promotion certificate. With 
adequate fostering the actual promotion service is an im- 
pressive affair in which the whole church manifests an interest 
because the whole church is involved, and there are no diffi- 
culties in creating a desire to promote because the value of 
the whole graded system of missionary education is appre- 
ciated and each organization is seen as making its significant 
contribution to growing youth. 


III. FostER-To INDULGE 


1. Grace McBride Y.W.A. 

Nor have we forgotten the “indulge” of our “to foster” 
family of words, with its admonition “be kind to.” There 
are two particular departments of Young Woman’s Auxiliary 
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that deserve and need special attention and kindness in foster- 
ing. The Grace McBride Y.W.A.’s were started in 1923, that 
busy nurses might receive from Southern Baptists the partic- 
ular Christian encouragement which they keenly desired and 
needed. Church, Sunday school, and Baptist Training Union 
attendance is unavoidably irregular for these Florence Night- 
ingales of today. Physical weariness results from their taxing 
service in healing humanity, and it is not easy to urge oneself 
into street dress. Sights and sound have tried the mind and 
heart and tested the moral fiber in grievous ways. The 
mother heart of Woman’s Missionary Union reached out to 
nurses through the channels of Grace McBride Y.W.A. Fos- 
tering with especial care, missionary societies talk to hospital 
superintendents and directors of nurses to arrange for meeting 
times, for taking the girls into gracious homes where girls 
“feel like myself instead of a machine,” as one young nurse 
expressed it. Programs need special care because when nurses 
are gathered in the hospital drawing room, the emergency 
signal may sound and two or three nurses suddenly called 
“on duty” withdraw. If a story part of the program or a 
prepared discussion leader goes out in that exodus, the coun- 
selor must be ready within herself or by her previous arrange- 
ment of visitors who will help, to fill in the gap. Yet with 
all the very real handicaps and admitted “peculiar situations” 
the nurses want to have their Grace McBride Y.W.A. The 
Baptist hospitals in Arkansas and South Carolina co-operate 
so well with the Y.W.A. counselor that upon completion of 
her course in nurses’ training, a nurse may also receive her 
official seal for completion of the full Y.W.A. mission study 
course. The fostering missionary societies in New Orleans 
have for several years given a formal banquet in honor of 
Grace McBride Y.W.A. members who did not miss a single 
meeting unless on duty; how they look forward to this 
delightful annual occasion! The need for Christian doctors 
and nurses, the call for doctors and nurses on mission fields, 
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should spur women to this special fostering; how else will 
nurses hear the call of the Great Physician interpreted as 
personal to their own hearts? 


2. Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A. 


Grace McBride Y.W.A.’s take their name from the first 
martyr nurse in Southern Baptists’ foreign mission service. 
Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A.’s take the name of the first American 
woman foreign missionary. She had been to Bradford Acad- 
emy in Massachusetts, and her picture still hangs in its 
chapel. College girls must have very particular fostering be- 
cause life is pitched at high tension on college campus. 
Broadening as the cultural advantages of colleges are, the 
campus becomes too often the limit of student horizons. 
Four years out of normal church activities leave a great hole 
which it is difficult to bridge after the June day when diploma 
is in hand. In 1910, Woman’s Missionary Union adopted a 
recommendation presented by Mrs. George W. Truett, to the 
effect that special attention be given young women in college. 
Southern Baptists then began their first definite approach to 
the campus. At that time the denomination was not aroused 
to any specific campus interest; the Y.W.C.A. was doing 
Christian work in the colleges; they thought that was enough. 
But Young Woman’s Auxiliary pioneered with the challenge 
of Baptist missions to those who would go and to those who 
would stay, breaking up the complacency of Baptists and 
winning its way on the campus; for Woman’s Missionary 
Union knew that to lose young women from church loyalties 
and denominational information over so long a period of time 
would mean irretrievable loss. Habits of stewardship and 
tithing must not be broken, interest in kingdom affairs fos- 
tered through Sunbeam Band, Girls’ Auxiliary, and the 
Y.W.A. of the home church must not be snapped off short 
by failure to have a Y.W.A. at school. Our denomination 
looks to college-trained women for thoughtful educated lead- 
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ership and will look in vain unless Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A.’s 
continue to serve their purpose. 

A bi-monthly college Y.W.A. bulletin first mimeographed 
in the summer of 1921 continued until The Window of 
Y.W.A. appeared in the early fall of 1929. Each year indi- 
vidual membership cards attractively planned to welcome 
Y.W.A.’s are distributed through state W.M.U. headquarters, 
and a special guide for Ann Hasseltine Y.W.A.’s adapts gen- 
eral W.M.U. plans particularly to the young woman on the 
campus and to her future. There are many hospitable ways 
in which the Woman’s Missionary Societies of churches in 
college and university towns can co-operate with the Ann 
Hasseltine Y.W.A. Council and assure excellent missionary 
activity. Homes that are open for meetings or committees 
or social gatherings, mother-daughter adoption plans, mission 
study teachers, cars that willingly go on community missions 
expeditions—all these are evidences of interest that encourage 
Y.W.A.’s to do their best and help result in the coveted A-1 
record which puts the name of their institution on the annual 
honor roll of colleges having A-1 Y.W.A.’s. It is a source 
of immediate and prophetic joy to see the imposing list— 
denominational colleges, normal schools, state universities, 
even a co-educational polytechnic institute, show up and give 
proof of assured missionary interest among tomorrow’s Bap- 
tist women. We must keep on fostering, even indulging a 
little bit in these two departments of Y.W.A. 


IV. FosTer-To GRATIFY 


a9 ee 


But there is left among our relatives of “foster,” “gratify” 
—‘to make pleasing.” Missions has such wonderful possibili- 
ties; it is so charming in itself. The thrill of adventure of 
need, the sweep of expanding outlook, the joy of widespread 
information, the sense of loyalty to God in this great world 
plan of his, the play on the emotions, the depth of sympathy, 
the satisfaction of generous giving, the glow of sending a 
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message that is life—life eternal to all and for all. Missions 
is fascinating without any adornments of program manipu- 
lations, of projects, dramatizations, curios, marionettes, pic- 
tures. It is tragic that somewhere through the centuries 
people attached so much of duty and obligation to missions 
that the word all but lost its glamour and, like a butterfly 
shorn of wings, struggled along unrecognized in its beauty. 
But Southern Baptist women are reclaiming the word, re- 
storing its appeal to every emotion, reviving its apparent 
fascination, making missions again glow as the glorious busi- 
ness of progressive love which it really is, and this is being 
accomplished by successful fostering. Good fostering is so 
zealous, so contagious that it imparts missionary passion until 
frequent meetings are a joy. A Girls’ Auxiliary clamored 
for more meetings. ‘‘We want to meet every week.” “Sure, 
why not?” “Of course we can do it.” “I tell you, it’s like 
this. We go to the picture show every week and our mothers 
give us the money. Why go more times there than to G.A.? 
That’s queer.” ‘“That’s what I’m telling you. We meet 
every week from now on.” They had learned something 
about the fascination of the King’s business. 

So had a boy of South Carolina. He was a Royal Ambassa- 
dor who came from a home of meager circumstances, but he 
had found in the activities and study of his R.A. Chapter 
something that had gripped him and commanded his loyalty. 
He was selling papers on the street to help with the family 
support—a thing so desperately needed—when opportunity 
came to accept a regular job in a cafe. It seemed more 
promising, perhaps, than being a newsboy, but work in the 
cafe would prevent his attending his R.A. meeting at night. 
He was not long in making his decision. His Royal Am- 
bassador Chapter meant too much to him to give it up. 
He declined the offer, telling his family, “Ill see to it that 
I make as much selling papers as I would at the cafe. I 
can't quit R.A.t” 


i trt0n — pcs 
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Some older Intermediate boys felt that same way. There 
were seventeen of them, and their counselor moved away. 
They didn’t want to quit, but who would lead them? A 
bright idea descended. ‘“We will get up a petition and ask 
the pastor to read it Sunday morning as an announcement.” 
So they did. Do you suppose someone volunteered to be 
their counselor? 

Yes, missions is a consuming passion once one gets a glimpse 
of it all. The Heavenly Father meant it to be that way. 
Christ expected it to be that way. “Seek ye first the king- 
dom.” There was to be that missionary central pivot of every 
Christian’s life, and Woman’s Missionary Union must by her 
fostering make it so. 


1. G.A. Forward Steps 


To help in attractiveness and as an added incentive in 
Bible and mission study and thinking, the Girls’ Auxiliary 
Forward Steps and the Royal Ambassador Ranking Systems 
have been developed. These are simple plans for recognizing 
individual effort and encouraging individual reading along 
mission lines. Symbolism of queens for the girls and of 
knighthood and ambassadors for the boys is used. For the 
Juniors the outlined requirements are largely memory work; 
for the Intermediates there are varied projects which one 
chooses to work out according to taste. These are listed in 
the organization manual which every member can own for 
the nominal ten-cent fee. A Junior G.A. becomes a Maiden, i~ 
Princess, Lady-in-Waiting, Queen, and an Intermediate G.A. 
may become Queen with a Scepter and Queen Regent. The 
arm band with its partially filled-in or complete G.A. emblem 
shows a G.A.’s progress in her Steps. When the arm band 
is completed, the crown is awarded the G.A. Queen; upon 
becoming Queen Regent, a cape. There is no value in the 
bit of gilt paper cut and pasted as a crown; no worth in 
the mailing tube or towel rack wound with green and white 
ribbon, sometimes a world pencil sharpener serving as the 
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jeweled tip of the scepter; the green silk cape is not price- 
less; but the quiet moments of the impressive ceremony 
which recalls all the effort put forth, the natural joy of 
achievement, the recognition of an accomplishment is valu- 
able. Many a G.A. has knelt to receive her crown with 
starry eyes alight with new devotion to a King to whose 
service she will dedicate heart and hand and gilt-crowned 
head. And many a G.A. has stood erect to be given the fool- 
ish bit of fixing called a scepter but extended a hand that 
trembled with a new understanding of a girl’s power to be 
wielded always for Christ Jesus. Not so many girls, for 
the higher climbing is full of effort, have felt a cape slip 
around their shoulders and been assured of a love that folds 
them round in garments of righteousness. Often in such 
coronation ceremonies the words to Esther are repeated, ““Who 
knows but thou art come into the kingdom for such a time 
as this?” and the girls’ hearts echo, ““Who knows?” They 
will seek his will to find out. 


2. Ranking System 
Boys like to advance from being mere qardidates to be- 


coming Pages, Squires, Knights, and then full-ranking Am- 
jbassadors. Their arm bands tell the story of their progress 
‘also. Then for the two high ranks, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Ambassador Plenipotentiary, there are special pin ar- 
rangements. The Ambassador Extraordinary wears the R.A. 
pin encircled with a laurel wreath and the Ambassador Pleni- 
potentiary wears a key guard in addition. For the boy the 
recognition service is fraught with the terms of knighthood, 
until he comes to see life as Paul the great ambassador of 
Christ saw it, “This one thing I do.” Then the laurel wreath 
speaks of an imperishable crown and the key is the key to 
the kingdom, to be opening the way for the lost who wait 
to enter. G.A. recognition is usually given with girls in 
robes or best long dresses, but R.A.’s like flags of the nations 
with the Christian flag over all, and a lighted cross glowing. 
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Working on the Forward Steps or Ranking System is en- 
tirely a matter of choice, but where girls and boys know 
about them, they like to progress and a lovely bit of foster- 
ing comes in supplying the awards. The arm bands and 
the R.A. pins are bought from the W.M.U. Literature De- 
partment, but the scepter and regent cape are proudly made 
by the W.M.S. honored to have a girl go so high in the 
Forward Steps. Each boy or girl must learn well the mem- 
ory requirements and in the handwork projects of sewing or 
constructing, writing or collecting and mounting, the nec- 
essary research work must not be done by the counselor. 
Make the source materials available, then leave the G.A.’s 
and R.A.’s to hunt up the facts about S.B.C. gifts and 
mission fields, the information about missionaries’ lives and 
service, the history of the home church. The work done is 
the result of the individual’s own effort and it must be 
examined by the state leader or by one whom she appoints, re- 
ceiving at least a grade of 90 before it is approved. How 
the G.A.’s and R.A.’s love it! 

Wouldn’t you like to be this G.A.’s mother? 


Looking through the G.A. Manual, I thought surely I would never 
finish all the work required to become a Queen Regent. I went to the 
ever understanding Father in prayer and asked him if it was worth 
while to do so much work and just what he would have me do about it. 

Worth while? I seemed to hear a still small voice answering, “Dear 
girl, it is more than worth while; for the time you spend doing my 
work is never wasted.” 

So I started learning scripture passages, reading mission books, study- 
ing the lives of missionaries. In the work for Queen, I enjoyed most 
answering the question, “What does it mean to be a Christian?” and 
giving the chief events in the life of Christ. 

Then came the exciting time of going to G.A. camp, in Greenville 
and being crowned Queen. Now I could see why it meant everything to 
complete the Forward Steps. At vespers on July 9, 1936, just as the 
day was dying in the west, I knelt in prayer and dedicated my life to 
Christ, and in doing this I felt as never before the power and presence 
of God as I promised in my heart, “I'll go where you want me to go, dear 
Lord, and I’ll do what you want me to do.” 
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Another happy time came to me when I completed my work for 
Queen with a Scepter. One Sunday, six girls were given special recogni- 
tion in the church service and then again at camp where we received 
our scepters. 

Last summer we spent our vacation in the country. Our house faced 
the water. I decided that I would finish my G.A. Forward Steps and 
become Queen Regent. I could not have asked for a more beautiful and 
peaceful place. I really felt very close to the heart of God, and I could 
see the wonders of nature everywhere. 

Then came the great joy and sweetness of having my own dear 
mother who is counselor of the David Anderson G.A. in our church, 
place about my shoulders a cape symbolic of his coat of righteousness— 
the final step in the G.A. Forward Steps. 

You ask, “Was it worth it?” Yes, with all my heart I can say that 
it was more than worth it. 


Many a mother misses a beautiful opportunity to keep in 
sweetest fellowship with her growing daughter because she 
doesn’t serve as G.A. counselor, or doesn’t help in its foster- 
ing as she might. In a group of girls who wanted a Girls’ 
Auxiliary one prayed earnestly (her words are printed only 
that they may quicken some mother’s heart to respond to her 
opportunity): “Dear Lord, make mother see we need a coun- 
selor and she could be the one.” 

How sad to miss that privilege! To fail to help a coun- 
selor, a young people’s director in any of the illimitable ways 
women, mothers, can help. Many have been suggested, but 
they cannot all be listed any more than you can name in 1, 
2, 3 and on, the things you do to nourish the body of your 
growing child. How you scheme and think and plan to do 
everything to give the best start and follow that start as 
many years as you can! And rightly so! But now that you 
know about Foster and her relatives, surely you and all our 
missionary society will foster W.M.U. young people’s organi- 
zations. 


3. Sunbeam Babies 


The Sunbeam Babies are not an organization. One can’t 
organize babies, though some dictator may try it, they reach 
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so nearly down to babies in their goose-step marching, ir 
military training. The Sunbeam Baby plan is just the start. 
ing of missionary interest through the established contact 
of Woman’s Missionary Union which reminds the mother of 
the new baby that there is a world beyond this baby wha 
has come to be almost all the world to her. An appealing 
missionary prayer with a mother-baby illustration done by a 
Y.W.A. artist is presented in the name of the W.M.U. of 
the church by the Sunbeam Baby visitor, as soon after the 
baby’s arrival as possible. This tactful visitor with prayer 
and conversation helps the mother to think of mothers who 
have gone through the hour of travail without adequate 
medical care because they live outside the reach of Christia 

doctors, or are prevented from receiving the benefit of their 
ministry by superstition, mothers who have passed through 
this mystery of a baby’s birth not knowing a Babe was born 
in Bethlehem and grew to be the world’s Saviour. The 
mother’s heart is tender to respond; do not let it harden 
within the four walls of home, around the new baby, but let 
the experience of motherhood widen life and love to include 
all the world’s lost and burdened mothers and their needy 
babies. Go more than once on a visit, and when the first 
birthday comes, take the prepared leaflet. On the second 
birthday, G.A.’s will have a Sunday scrapbook ready for the 
visitor to take; on the third birthday another leaflet will 


be waiting and when the baby is four, he will begin coming 
to the Sunbeam Band, already aS aby trie ee 
phere. . Physicians, psychotogists;analysts, a hers scien- 


tifically trained are insisting that the impressions and expe- 
riences before the child becomes three are vastly more im- 
portant than anything else is ever likely to be to the child’s 
character. We must not waste these valuable early years. 

An eminent missionary statesman, W. A. Brown, is quoted 
as saying, “The world will be evangelized in that generation 
in which Christian teachers of its youth determine that it 
shall be.” 
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4. The Future? 

There is no need to lean back and sigh deprecatingly, 
“What are these young people coming to?” They will be- 
come just what adults lead them to become, no more, no 
less. There is no need to despair, but rather spring forward 
with worthy leadership. Youth today can hardly be fright- 
ened or scared into anything; it cannot be shamed into doing 
right; it cannot be compelled, but youth will listen to the 
Spirit of God once recognizable within. Seeing the Holy 
Spirit at work in and through missionaries is a subtle key 
to open the heart to desire similar satisfying experiences in 
relationship to God. ‘“When I look toward Calvary,” said 
one, “life changes from a picnic into a crusade.” How Christ 
wants to have them in his crusade for world righteousness! 

How often have you thought at the close of a heart-search- 
ing missionary message, “I wanted to go when I was a girl’? 
One woman frankly said as reason for her not going—‘‘No 
one encouraged me, and the vision faded. I didn’t want it to, 
but it did.” 

Here is youth, your second chance. In your own children 
or in those young people whom you make your own by fos- 
tering love you still can go for him. Through Sunbeams 
grown into members of Girls’ Auxiliary and subsequently 
Young Woman’s Auxiliary, through Sunbeams grown into 
Royal Ambassadors, you go to tell others he is the Way, the 
Truth, the Life. This is the wonder of the way of missionary 
education, it broadens the way of the coming kingdom, the 
highway that shall be there; “it shall be called the way of 
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it but it shall be 
for the redeemed: yes, the redeemed shall walk there and 
the ransomed of Jehovah shall return and come with singing 
unto Zion.” It is the way that leads from your church, 
out around a distraught lost world, up to the throne of the 
living Lord. Will you follow in the way of missionary 
education? 


APPENDIX 


HELPS FOR PERSONAL AND CLASS STUDY OF 
THE WAY OF MISSIONARY EDUCATION 


Mrs. GEorcE McWILtiaMs, Missouri 


TuHese HE.Lps SEEK: 


First, to bring about a more careful reading of the text by the class 
through the use of suggested questions on each chapter. These ques- 
tions may be used for examination, or for class presentation, but their 
primary purpose is for better home study by the members of the class. 

Second, to result in a more interesting presentation of the lesson 
through participation of many persons by means of discussion, impersona- 
tion, assignments, debates, posters, and charts. 

Third, to achieve permanent results from the study by follow-up proj- 
ects. 

Interest in each class period can be created and sustained by simple 
dramatizations of the Interludes. 


PART I 
I. For Stupy oF First CHAPTER 

Can you “say prayers” and yet never pray? 

Do you believe the “Time we give to prayer is a proof of the 
interest we feel”? 

What definite plans does W.M.U. have for developing the indi- 
vidual’s prayer life? 

What is meant by “wholesale intercession”? 

How would you grade the high-school students’ questionnaire 
on page 27? 

Would you have admitted the old Japanese to church membership 
after his “trial” prayer? 

In what ways is the family altar valuable? the blessing at the 
table? the three Seasons of Prayer? 

Why is an R.A. or G.A. camp conducive to prayer? 


JI. Crass RecITATION FOR First CHAPTER 


1. Discussion 


The missionaries’ need of the prayers of people at home. 
The reflex action of intercessory prayer. 
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Examples of answered prayer. 

The value of the Calendar of Prayer; the morning watch, or quiet 
hour; the family altar; the seasons of prayer. 

How we may help young people make time for prayer. 

The place of prayer in the organization of Woman’s Missionary 
Union. 

The opportunity of counselors to help young people in their 
understanding of the privilege of prayer and the study of the 
Bible as they advance in their Forward Steps and Ranking Sys- 
tem. 

Camp life in the development of the prayer life and the study of 
God’s Word. 

How missionary education enhances the value of a knowledge of 
the Bible in the eyes of young people. 


. Demonstration 


Have members of Auxiliaries tell the group: 
(1) How my auxiliary stresses prayer and Bible Study, in its 
ideals, in its Forward Steps or Ranking System; 
(2) How R.A. or G.A. Camp helped me in my prayer life. 


. Assignments 


Write a definition of prayer. 

Find a story in a missionary magazine or book about a special 
blessing to a missionary on her day of prayer. 

Be ready to tell two stories from The Way of Missionary Education 
that illustrate, “And a little child shall lead them.” 


. Visual Education 


Make posters demonstrating the stories, ‘The Prayer Path,” ‘The 
Oil-Lit Path of the Abeokuta Girls.” 


IJ. Fottow-Ur Work AFTER First CHAPTER 


Make a personal prayer list. 

Find one fact about each missionary on the Prayer Calendar for 
the month. 

Study a book on prayer. 


PART II 


I. For Strupy oF SECOND CHAPTER 


What is the relation of the Woman’s Missionary Union to the 
Southern Baptist Convention? 
Do you believe in making money for church activities? 
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Why should every member of a family who is a church member 
make and pay his own pledge? 

If I tithe, am I responsible for my use of the other nine-tenths? 

Does God promise material blessings if we tithe? 

Is a man with money always “rich”? 

How can missionary education help young people spend Sunday 
as Christians should? 


IJ. Crass RECITATION FOR SECOND CHAPTER 
1. Discussion 


The financial aim as stated in W.M.U. Constitution. 

The three offerings of W.M.U. 

The responsibility of W.M.U. for creating right attitudes toward 
money among the young people of the church. 

Sunday—a holy day or a holiday? 

The example of stewardship as practiced on foreign fields. 

The Bible and its teachings about stewardship. 

Specialized agencies of the church—Sunday school, B.T.U., W.M.U. 


2. Demonstration 


Have a Royal Ambassador Chapter or a Girls’ Auxiliary bring 
projects they have worked out in their stewardship studies. 
Have R.A.’s and G.A.’s give their Allegiance; a Y.W.A. recite 
ideals and dedication. 
3. Assignments 

What were the total gifts of W.M.U. members last year to causes 
outside their home churches? 

How many tithers were reported last year in the South? your 
state? your missionary society? the auxiliaries of your W.M.U.? 

Look up a few of the 153 Bible references to money and covetous- 
ness. 

Give a summary of the history of the Lottie Moon Christmas Of- 


fering; the Annie Armstrong for Home Missions. 
What is the plan for relief work on Southern Baptist mission fields? 


4. Visual Education 


Make a chart showing the division of your dollar as it goes 
through your church and out through the Co-operative Pro- 
gram. 


Ill. Fottow-Ure Work AFTER SECOND CHAPTER 


Plan a good “Church Night” program for your young people. 
_ Study a stewardship book. 
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PART III 


I. For Strupy oF THirp CHAPTER 


How does mission study lessen the dangers of war? 

Do war games create war attitudes and toy weapons tend to in- 
crease crime? 

What conditions in the world today must cause sorrow in the 
heart of Jesus? 

What responsibility do you feel toward changing these? 

How does mission study change one’s attitudes toward the people 
of the world? 

Are you provincial? 

How much study have the auxiliaries of your W.M.U. done this 
past year? 

How many W.M.U. magazines are subscribed for in your W.M.U.? 
How are they used? 

What magazines come to your home? 

What is the value of the midweek religious activity? 

Is parent co-operation necessary for best results in missionary edu- 
cation? 

Is there any value in naming a missionary organization for a 
missionary? 


JJ. REcITATION FOR THIRD CHAPTER 


1. Discussion 


The value of missionary versus secular club programs. 

Our provincialism. 

What does mission study do to us? 

The influence of reading on lives. 

Our W.M.U. magazine and other denominational missionary liter- 
ature. 

Visual education—the place of posters, pictures, curios, etc. 

Winning young people to Christ through midweek missionary ac- 
tivity. 


. Demonstration 


Have Sunbeams demonstrate the coming (page 71 of text) of 
visitors from different lands and the Negro boy who was al- 
most left out. 

Have an auxiliary member tell “The Story I Liked Best” in the 
last issue of World Comrades. 


. Assignments 


In text or from other material, how many great people can you 
find whose lives were changed through reading a biography? 
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See what magazines you find on the newsstands in your town. 

How many denominational magazines are subscribed for in your 
missionary society? 

List the ways named in the text by which missionary education 
may be promoted. 


4. Visual Education 


Suggestions for posters: (1) The two good eyes of missions; (2) 
Changing the course of the river. 
Present the picture of Jesus and the children of the world. 


III. Fottow-Ur Work AFTER CHAPTER THREE 
Get subscriptions to W.M.U. magazines, denominational papers. 
Teach an auxiliary mission study class. 


PART IV 


I, For Stupy oF FourTH CHAPTER 


What is community missions? 

What are the area limits of community missions activity? 

Why is the visit to one Mary a community missions activity when 
the visit to the other Mary is not, as told in the story on page 


102? 
List some of the dangers on the pathway of service as suggested 
in the text. 


What do the Manuals of the different auxiliaries say about com- 
munity missions? 

What can you put in the “dear plus” of a visit to an institution? 

List every suggested community missions activity found in the text. 

How many of them are practicable for your organization? 

Has community missions anything to do with racial understanding? 

What do you think about the rule on some mission fields that a 
person cannot be baptized until he has won someone to Christ? 


IJ. Crass RecITATION FOR FouRTH CHAPTER 


1. Discussion 


Difference between community missions and social service; benevo- 
lence and community missions gifts. 

Difference Christianity has made in treatment of lepers, the sick, 
the old, orphans. 

Good Will Centers as a means of community missions to foreigners 
in the community and the underprivileged of your own race 

The value of teaching practical Christianity to youth; the oppor- 
tunity for doing it through the W.M.U. auxiliaries. 
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Community missions as a means to a better racial understanding of 
the Jew, the Negro, and others. 
The value of tracts. 


. Demonstration 


Members of auxiliaries tell— 

(1) What they have done or are doing as community missions ac- 
tivities for the current month or quarter. 

(2) How the Ranking System or Forward Steps helps a boy 
or girl to determine what it means to be a Christian. 

(3) How an R.A. or G.A. camp gives opportunity to become 
a Christian. 

(4) How the Y.W.A. Camp at Ridgecrest helps a girl become a 
better Christian. 


. Assignments 


Report on literature found in racks in public places. 

The number of conversions in R.A. and G.A. camps last summer 
in your association and State. 

Current events about Jews. 

Report on Southern Baptist work among Jews, Negroes, in Good 
Will Centers. 

Debate: Resolved, That it is the business of the church to con- 
cern itself about conditions in one’s community, as electric 
lights in dark sections of the town, to extend sewerage pipes 
into unsupplied sections, etc. 


. Visual Education 


Show a copy of The Mediator, of The Worker. 
Show pictures of the Good Will Centers which Southern Baptists 
are conducting. 


fl. Fottow-Urp Worx AFTER FourTH CHAPTER 


Plan some directed community missions for each auxiliary for a 
month. 

Interest some Y.W.A.’s in teaching in Vacation Bible schools for 
Negro Baptists in your community; plan such a school for the 
coming summer if there is none. 

Help Y.W.A.’s or older G.A.’s see that they might organize a 
Sunbeam Band for Negro children in their Baptist church. 

Order copies of The Mediator through Dr. Gartenhaus for some 
Jewish families. 

Find if there is a need for a mission Sunday school in your com- 
munity; if there is, interest your Y.W.A.’s in teaching in it. 
Organize a class in the study of the Guide for Community Mis- 

sions, or a book on soulwinning. 
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PART V 


I. For Srupy or FirtH CHAPTER 


What is a Full Graded Union? 

What steps would you take to get a counselor for an auxiliary? 

What qualifications should she have? 

With what equipment should the missionary society provide her? 

What are some of her compensations? 

When does a missionary society truly foster an auxiliary? 

Name the steps followed in fostering an auxiliary from getting a 
counselor, to “selling” auxiliaries to mothers. 

Is it ever wise to tell a prospective leader that she will not have 
much to do? 

Find an illustration in the text that proves the truth of the 
statement, ““Where there is a will there is a way.” 

What is the Sunbeam Baby idea? 

What would you put in a Sunday scrapbook? 


IJ. Crass RECITATION FOR FIFTH CHAPTER 
1. Discussion 


Reasons for missionary education. 

Why is it easier to get leaders for Scout and Camp Fire organi- 
zations than it is for R.A. and G.A.? 

The best time for auxiliary meetings. 

The value of the midweek meetings of auxiliaries. 

The value of Focus Weeks. 

The value to a pastor in leading his Intermediate R.A.’s 

Is it easier for a town or rural church to have the auxiliaries? 

Do you believe in “feeding” the boys and girls who belong to your 
auxiliaries? 

What has Jesus Christ done for womanhood? 


2. Demonstration 


A visit from Mrs. Foster and her relatives (5 persons impersonat- 
ing Foster, Nourish, Diet, Indulge, Gratify, using suggested 
thoughts in text) 

A group of R.A.’s demonstrating the story of Christ’s First Am- 
bassador. 

Debate: Resolved, That R.A.’s and G.A.’s do more for the four- 
square development of boys or girls than other boy or girl or- 
ganizations. 

Have G.A. and an R.A. tell the class “What G.A. or R.A. Means 
to Me.” 
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Have a G.A. or an R.A. tell the class of a G.A. or an R.A. camp. 
Have a Y.W.A. tell of her trip to the Y.W.A. Camp at Ridgecrest. 


3. Assignments 

Brief sketches of Madame Chiang Kai Shek, Grace McBride, Ann 
Hasseltine. 

Paper on “What the Organizations in My Community Whose Pur- 
pose Is Character Building of Youth Are Doing for the Young 
People” 

One group of the class plan one day’s program for a W.M.U. aux- 
iliary associational camp 

Another group plan a promotion service 


4, Visual Education 
Make a chart of the organizations making up a Full Graded 
W.M.U., giving organization dates and number of each in your 
state and association. 
Present charts to set forth the requirements for the various ranks 
and steps in the R.A. Ranking System and G.A. Forward Steps. 


Ill. Fottow-Up Work For CHAPTER V 


Make it possible for a G.A. and an R.A. to go to camp this year. 

Send a Y.W.A. girl to Y.W.A. Camp at Ridgecrest this year. 

Plan some social meeting for a Grace McBride or an Ann Hassel- 
tine Y.W.A. 

Visit the auxiliaries. 

Make definite plans for organizing any auxiliaries your society does 
not have. 

Plan some program that will get your auxiliaries before your whole 
church group. Whatever they do, see that they do it well. 
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If the Sunbeams can come and sing several of the songs they love— 
“Be a Little Sunbeam,” ‘Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam,” ‘Jesus Said, 
I Am the Light of the World’—let them do so. They can quote the three 
rays of their watchword and give the Sunbeam Rally cry. If they want 
to tell their mothers how much they like the Sunbeam Band, let them 
choose who will do the telling and help that Sunbeam know what to say 
before they come. They can stay only a few moments if time is to be 


left for the chapter study. 


After the Sunbeams have gone, sing “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 


Us,” but change the words to refer to the children. 


Saviour, like a shepherd lead them, 
Much they need thy tender care; 
In thy pleasant pastures feed them, 
For their use thy folds prepare: 
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 


Thou has bought them, thine they are; 


Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 


Thou hast bought them, thine they are. 


Early let them seek thy favor; 
Early let them do thy will; 

Blessed Lord and only Saviour, 
With thy love their bosoms fill: 

Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 


Thou hast loved them, love them still; 


Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, 


Thou hast loved them, love them still. 


Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7; Luke 1:57-66; Luke 2:1-11. 


Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST 


PRAYER FOR CHILDREN OF THE WorLpD Topay: ‘“‘God’s next-year peo- 


» 


ple. 


A Few Moments REMINISCENCE OF EARLIEST RELIGIOUS IMPRESSIONS 


Porm: “A Child,” by Olive G. Owen. 
ParaBLeE: By Lyman Abbott. 

PRAYER 

Pozem: The Teacher. 

Hymn: “More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 
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A CHILD 


A child am I, yet in me lies 
Part of the future of the race 

A child, in whom the good and ill 
Of ages past have left their trace. 


A child—with right to dream and play; 
To grow just as God’s flowers do. 

A child—look deep within my eyes 
And you can read God’s message true. 


Protect me now, that I may keep 
The Flag of Freedom floating high; 
Protect me—that the altar fires 
Of truth and justice may not die. 


Protect me—ye of larger growth, 
Hear my appeal: Please take my hand 
And lead me safely through the days 
Of Childhood into Grown-up Land. 
OLIVE G. OWEN 


THE TEACHER 


Lord, who am I to teach the way 
To little children day by day, 
So prone myself to go astray? 


I teach them Knowledge, but I know 
How faint they flicker and how low 
The candles of my knowledge glow. 


I teach them Power to will and do, 
But only know to learn anew 
My own great weakness through and through. 


I teach them Love for all mankind 
And all God’s creatures, but I find 
My loves comes lagging far behind. 


Lord, if their guide I still must be, 
Oh, let the little children see, 


The teacher leaning hard on Thee. 
Lesire P, Hm. 


A PARABLE 


“I pick an acorn from the ground and hold it to my ear, and it says 
to me—'‘By and by I’m going to be a place where birds can build their 
nests. By and by I will be used to build great houses, and men will keep 
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warm beside me on the cold winter evenings. By and by I will be the 
strong ribs of a great vessel, and the tempest will beat against me in 
vain while I carry men over the oceans.’ But I said ‘O foolish little 
acorn, how canst thou be all this?? And the little acorn whispers ‘God 
and cuerene  Godrandalws 


LyMAN ABBOTT 
JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER 


The little maid whom Christ raised up 
Was ever after strangely wise. 

She walked a simple child no more, 

But seemed aloof from earth and wore 
A radiance in her eyes. 


They often asked her how His voice 

Had called her from that shadowy place, 
And how it felt to yield one’s breath 
Into the dark that men call death, 

And if she saw God’s face. 


And was it frightening to die? 
And had she known how sore they wept? 
The maiden smiled and shook her head: 
“He told you what death is,” she said; 
“?Twas only that I slept.” 
Sara HENDERSON Hay 


© LITTLE GATE OF GIRLHOOD 


The little gate of girlhood 
That leads to realms so wide, 
The little gate of girlhood 
Beneath the roses swings. 
The scent of honeysuckle 
And garden sweets blow through it; 
And, deep amid the lilacs 
A hidden wee bird sings. 


And there go trooping through it 
Together, hands entwined, 
Girls, girls of tears and laughter, 
Girls rich in heart and mind. 
Some drink the roses’ beauty, 
Some hardly wait to see 
The little gate of girlhood 
Swing slow and noiselessly. 
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The little gate of girlhood 
That leads to realms so vast, 
Once closed, can’t be re-entered, 
Don’t hurry through so fast. 
For often you'll recall it; 
So store up safe to-day, 
Calm memories of this garden 
Where you will not always stay. 


Oh, little gate of girlhood, 
Be kind to all who pass, 
And leave a happy memory 
To every eager lass. 
The gate of grief awaits her; 
Life’s gates she’ll yet go through. 
Be kind, small gate, while yet her hand 
Rests tenderly on youl! 


Il 


If G.A.’s can come, or a few of them, let G.A.’s give Star Ideals, quote 
G.A. watchword, and one G.A. give short talk on its meaning. 

Hymn: ‘We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations.” 

ScripTuRE: “Daughters Lifted into Life.” 

(Matthew 15:21-28; Luke 8:40-42, 49-55). 

PRAYER FOR GROWING GIRLS 

Porm: “Jairus’ Daughter.” 

Prayer of thanksgiving that we know Christ is life and in him we 
have life everlasting; prayer for missionaries who carry this Gospel. 

Hymn: “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds.” 

Hymn: ‘More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 

Porm: “O Little Gate of Girlhood.” 


Il 


If R.A.’s can come, let them sing their song, give Declaration and Com- 
mission of the Order; quote some of scripture passages memorized in R.A. 
Ranking System; give R.A. cheer, then leave. 

Hymn: “Walk in the Light.” 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee.’ ’ 

Scripture: John 6:1-13. 

Brier TaLk: “There is a lad here’ (May be given by R.A., or R.A. 
counselor, or pastor). 

Bring out need for people like Andrew who will realize importance of 
the boy. Most of us are like Philip, counting up money needs, not esti- 
mating value of a boy’s supplies given to Jesus. There is a story told of 
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a youth who stood before a judge awaiting sentence for a crime he had 
committed. The judge had known the boy from childhood. His father 
had been one of the leading legal lights of his time, and his book on the 
Law of Trusts was the most exhaustive work on the subject in exist- 
ence, having required years of research and close application for its 
completion. 

“Boy,” said the judge sternly, “do you remember your father, that 
father whom you have disgraced?” 

“Yes,” answered the youth, “I remember him perfectly. When I went 
to him for advice or companionship or direction he was always too busy 
to hear me. He would look up from his work and say, ‘Run away, boy. 
I’m too busy to be bothered now.’ My father finished his book,” the 
boy added with a sob in his throat, “and here I am.” 

Dare we neglect the boy? 

Prayer of gratitude for boys grown into Christian men in the com- 
munity; prayer for blessing on growing boys. 

R. A. Hymn: “I Am a Stranger Here.” 

Hymn: “More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 


IV 


A Y.W.A. can surely come to lead this devotional, using the Y.W.A. 
watchword for her scripture passage. 

Hymn: “O Zion Haste.” 

ScRIPTURE AND TALK BasED ON DaNnieL 12:3 

Hymn: “Will There Be Any Stars?” 

Unison READING oF Y.W.A. IDEALS: Found in Y.W.A. Manual, may 
be mimeographed for each, or printed in large letters on blackboard or 
paper for all to read from together. 

Prayer: That young women may be true to these noble ideals and 
that all adult women will help them to be so through church auxiliaries. 

Hymn: ‘More Love to Thee, O Christ” 


Vv 


Hymn: “The Kingdom Is Coming” 

Hymn: “Come Women Wide Proclaim” 

ScripTurE (read by 19 different women): Job 23:10; 31:4; 38:19; 
Psalm 1:6 25:9; 27:11; 37:5; 67:2; 139:24; Prov. 3:6; 22:6; Isa. 
2:35 30:21; 35:8; 55:8; Ezek. 3:18; Matt. 7:13; John 14:4; 6. 

CoMMENT: “Christ Is the Way.” 

ComMENT: Isaiah 49:11. Mountains are often thought of as diffi- 
culties; they block the path of discoverer and pioneer. But these cross 
over in spite of them. God thinks of mountains as a way. Every barrier 
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is part of the thoroughfare; each elevation marks spiritual mastery. Prob- 
lems dissolve before and with him: we can do what we ought as Chris- 
tian women. 

“It is not enough that you have taken upon you the Christian name, 
if you do not the works of a Christian. The Christian name is profit- 
able only to him who constantly treasures Christ’s precepts in his heart 
and expresses them in his life.” We must lead youth in the way of 
Christ. 
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A RIVER OF GRACE 


Make of my heart an upper room, I pray, 
Swept clean of pride, let self be but a door 
Through which young lives may come to Thee this day 
To know Thee as they have not known before. 


Speak through my voice that they may hear thine own. 
Shine through my life in beauty and in truth 

That they may see the Comrade Christ alone 
And in the glad impulsiveness of youth 


Rise up as did those fisher-lads of Thine 
Who left their boats and nets to follow Thee, 
So may they walk beside Thee, these of mine 
Whom out of all the world “Thou gavest me!” 
Mo.ity ANDERSON HALEY 
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